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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, JULY 3, 2018
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly board meeting on Tuesday, July 3, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.
Present:	Mayor Edward Henderson; Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan: Commissioners Duron Burney, Caroline Sumpter, Shearlie McBryde, Elma Patterson; Neal Lea’Kes, Town Manager David Ashburn, Town Attorney Tim Smith and Town Clerk Barbara McColl.

Mayor Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the meeting to order.  Mayor Henderson asked Pastor Bob Smith – New Harvest Church of God, 12791-NC 211 West, Red Springs, NC 29377 to give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Henderson asked for a moment of silence for Councilman Leon Maynor of Lumberton, NC that passed away yesterday and Attorney Michael McDonald who is gravely ill in Duke Hospital.
Public Input
Mayor Henderson asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Barbara McColl reported that there two signed up to speak Mrs. Feanna Jattan-Singh and Mrs. Lena I. James and Town Attorney Tim Smith gave the rules for the Public Hearing. 
Mrs. Lena James at 105 Thurlow Street spoke to the board about her light bill and wants to see if it could be corrected. Mayor Henderson said the situation would be assessed and worked out to everyone’s satisfaction.
Public Hearing 
The Internet Café & Bed and Breakfast
Planning Board Public Hearing on Bed & Breakfast and the Internet Café
Chairman Wilson Ray said there were two issues:  (1) The Bed & Breakfast and (2) the Internet Café and he wanted to start with the Inter net Café first.  Chairman Ray said Ms. Amanda Kear wants to open the Internet Café called “Ruby Slippers” located in the Central Business District on 104 & 106 West 3rd Avenue and the business is actually permitted to be in that district.  Chairman Ray said that at the June 5th board meeting the Internet Café was tabled and the Planning Board recommended that the business be permitted to operate under the following conditions: (1) to comply with the requirements NC Department of Insurance. (2)  Hours of Operations: Monday through Saturday 9:00 am – 2:00 am and Sunday - 1:00 pm – 9:00 pm.

Chairman Wilson Ray said the owner Amanda Kear was there to speak for the Internet Café and said she owns two Internet Cafes and she understands the concerns as well.  Ms. Kear says she caters to an older class of customers who just want to get out awhile and spend time with other people. Ms. Kear said she has no problem giving the police a code to get into the Café and she can also change her hours of operation and it would not be a problem. 

Mayor Henderson asked if there was anyone else that would like to speak at this Public Hearing. No one spoke and the Mayor declared the Public Hearing on the Internet Café closed at this time.

Chairman Wilson Ray said they had received an application that an owner wanted to open and operate a Bed & Breakfast located on 308 South Main Street, Red Springs, NC. 

Chairman Ray said before they went any further into the requirements for the Bed & Breakfast Chairman Wilson Ray declared the Bed & Breakfast to be officially open.

Chairman Ray asked if there was anyone there to speak for the Bed & Breakfast and the owner Mrs. Feanna Jattan-Singh spoke.  Mrs. Jattan-Singh said she grew up here in Red Springs and wanted her children to move closer to their grandparents. She decided to find a home big enough for family, Bed & Breakfast, Restaurant and to be able to hold special functions such as parties.  Mrs. Feanna said she wants to be a light in Red Springs so that there are more opportunities for employment, education and for people to learn how they can make things happen right here in the Town of Red Springs by renovating that property. 

Mayor Henderson asked for clarification why we are having this Public Hearing. He asked if the board has been asked to rezone this property so she can put the Bed & Breakfast into that particular location because it is a residential area and she is asking the board for Conditional Use Permit Request to allow for the operation of a Bed and Breakfast/Restaurant with (Convention Room) Assembly Functions with parcel number (#361104023) located on 308 South Main Street, Red Springs, NC.

Chairman Ray asked if there was anyone else to speak for the business and Maggie Morley, Renet McQueen and Eva Patterson spoke for the Bed & Breakfast.

Chairman Ray asked if there was anyone else to speak for or against this Bed & Breakfast. No one spoke and Chairman Ray declared the Public Hearing closed.

Chairman Ray said the owner and the Planning Board recommends to the Board of Commissioners for:  (1) A Request for Rezoning from Residential to Office and Professional (O & P) and (2) A Conditional Use Permit Request to allow for the operation of a Bed and Breakfast/Restaurant with (Convention Room) Assembly Functions with the following conditions:
 (1)  Barriers or Buffer between the properties that are joined. The owner will place a  
        hedge for a buffer between the two properties no higher than 6 feet and less than 3
        feet in width.      
	 (2)  Hours of Operations for the Assembly or Meeting Place Convention;
	        Sunday – Thursday - 8:00 AM until 10:00 PM 
	        Friday – Saturday -   8:00 AM until Midnight
 (3)  Owner must abide by the Fire Marshall Requirements.
 (4)  Owner must meet Ordinance Requirements for parking place. 

Consent Agenda

Mayor Henderson asked the board to make a motion to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to approve the consent agenda except those two requests on the releases and refunds for further information and exclude Item C from the consent agenda and Commissioner Neal Lea’Kes second.  All voted in favor of the consent agenda. 

Budget Amendment (Item C) Consent Agenda - Town Manager Ashburn asked the board to approve the $5000.00 Budget Amendment money to purchase three new lawn mowers to be used on the right-of-ways with the sidewalks. 

Commissioner Caroline Sumpter made a motion to accept the Budget Amendment as given and Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion. All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor Henderson said he would like for the board to consider at some point creating an ordinance to not allow anyone to put any signs in the Martin Luther King Park or at least think about it.

Mayor Henderson said the board needed to vote on the Bed & Breakfast Restaurant and the Internet Café and would like to separate the two.

Commissioner Duron Burney asked that before we vote on the Internet Café that we go into closed session for the purpose of Attorney Client Privilege.  Town Attorney Tim Smith agreed and Mayor Henderson said we will move on and discuss this further when we go into our closed session and have that vote. 

Mayor Henderson said the other item would be the Bed & Breakfast Restaurant rezoning of the property. Commissioner Duron Burney made the motion to accept the Planning Board’s recommendation that we rezone the Bed & Breakfast located on 104 & 106 West 3rd Avenue, Red Springs, NC and Commissioner Shearlie McBryde seconded the motion. All voted in favor of the motion.

Presentations

Salary Ordinance
Town Manager Ashburn gave the Mayor and Board an overview of the personnel policy in relation to employee Salaries and the responsibilities of the Board and Manager to Set and Maintenance the salary schedule. Commissioner Sumpter moved to discuss personnel and employee further in closed session on the advice of Town Attorney Smith and Commissioner Lea’Kes seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.
Water Shortage Plan
Tim Mauldin discussed the Water Shortage Plan on how to handle the difference to declare different levels of drought conditions. Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to approve the Forbearance Agreement with stated corrections on (Item 4 to read after the 18th) and Commissioner Lea’Kes seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.
Budget 
Commissioner Sumpter made a recommendation to hold all the Community Services Funds except the Rescue Squad until additional funds become available to cover the secondary expenses. Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to hold off dispersing any Community Service Projects with the exception of the Rescue Squad and Commissioner Burney seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

Recreational Funds
The Board voted to assist the Little Dixie Youth Baseball Team $1500.00 to help support their trip to the State Tournament in Elizabethtown. Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion to assist the Little Dixie Youth Baseball Team $1500.00 to support their trip to the State Tournament in Elizabethtown and Commissioner Burney seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion. 
 
Farmer’s Market
Town Manager Ashburn gave an update on Phase II of the Farmer’s Market and said he talked with Mr. Anderson of Anderson Engineering & Associates, Lumberton, NC and he is sending the additional paperwork they need to move forward with the Phase II of the Farmer’s Market. Town Manager mentioned in order to get the people to come to drop the $3.00 fee and let it be free of charge to the public.  

Maggie Morley said she agreed with the Town Manager and stated we have to make the Farmer’s Market a point of interest and the Farmer’s Market on Elm’s Street in Lumberton said that they would like to come but they would like to have an incentive to do so and would like to try it out. Mrs. Morley said the Arts Council is having a “Movie Night” on July 21, 2018 at 5:00PM until 10:00PM which includes vendors such as:  Farmers, American Indian Mothers, Donell Ferguson for Parks & Recreation, and a singer. It will be a big event that will hopefully draw a crowd and the event will be free to the public to get people to use the Farmer’s Market and for things happening at the Farmer’s Market. Mrs. Morley said if you start small you can build it from there.   

Feanna Jattan-Singh suggested local musicians to come and provide music or a concert while the Farmer’s Market is going on once a week it would draw people. Mrs. Singh said she knows a lot of musician, that live right in the area that would like to participate.

Mayor Henderson said the Farmer’s Market Committee needs to meet and put some of these ideas into action because the Farmer’s Market Committee has not met in years and some may not be interested in being on the committee. Mayor Henderson suggested to Manager Ashburn to proceed with some of the recommendations that you have here tonight and to waive the $3.00 fees for the Farmer’s Market.

Mayor Henderson asked the Town Manager to make sure that whenever the Farmer’s Market is being used that the police will make an appearance from time-to-time, its open to the public free and they still need register with the town.

Resolution

Town Attorney Tim Smith said the board needs to adopt the resolution Liquor by the Glass called mixed beverages selection, a copy of the minutes and the resolution needs to be sent to the Election Board from the Town Office. Commissioner Burney made the motion to adopt the resolution to hold a mixed beverage election on the ballot in November, 2018 for the Town of Red Springs and Commissioner Sumpter seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion. 

Proclamation

Mayor Henderson discussed the North Carolina Vision Zero Proclamation for the Town of Red Springs to adopt and support the NC Vision Zero initiative to reduce fatalities and injuries on the North Carolina roadways. Commissioner Burney made the motion to accept the North Carolina Vision Zero Proclamation and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

Comments
Commissioner Duron Burney – No Comments
Commissioner Neal Lea’Kes – welcomed everyone with a Happy 4th of July, thanked everyone for coming and told everyone to be safe.
Commissioner Caroline Sumpter – Happy 4th of July to everyone and thanked the Planning Board for their work and thanked the department heads for being here to get firsthand information and being good stewards of our taxpayers money.
Town Manager Ashburn asked everyone to have a safe 4th of July, to be careful of the fireworks and no four wheelers in the park.
Mayor Henderson thanked everyone for coming out tonight and thanked everyone for taking time out of their holiday schedule to attend this meeting tonight. He discussed his desire for the town to have fireworks celebration for the 4th of July next year, the reduced fees for the Farmer’s Market and for the board to consider redoing the utility dates, past due and cutoff dates and see it change into a different time of month.  




Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan welcomed everyone and told them to have a safe holiday. Commissioner Elma Patterson thanked everyone for coming out and for everyone to have safe 4th of July. 
Commissioner Shearlie McBryde – No Comments
Open session
Commissioner Caroline Sumpter made a motion go into closed session for personnel reasons Commissioner Burney seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Burney made a motion to go back into open session and Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan second the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Burney made the motion to approve the Internet Café with the exceptions of no cash payment, no buzz in buzz out and must change the time and Commissioner Lea’Kes seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.
Adjournment
Mayor Henderson asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Burney made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Sumpter seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.
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