RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2018	
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly board meeting on Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at 7:00p.m. at Town Hall.
Present:       Mayor Edward Henderson; Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan: Commissioners 
Duron Burney, Caroline Sumpter, Shearlie McBryde, Elma Patterson; Neal              Lea’Kes, Town Manager David Ashburn, Town Clerk Barbara McColl and Town Attorney Tim Smith.
Mayor Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the Tuesday, April 3, 2018 board meeting to order. 
Invocation
Pastor Twanna L. Monroe, Love-Joy Bible Church of God, 129 South Main Street Main Street, Red Springs, NC 28377 gave the invocation and Mayor Henderson asked that everyone remained standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Hearing  
The Town of Red Springs intends to file an application for federal financial assistance with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Rural Utilities Service, for improvements to the Town of Red Springs Water Treatment Plant.  A public meeting for comments of the proposed project will be held during the town’s regular scheduled Board of Commissioners meeting on Tuesday, April 3, 2018 and the Water Plant USDA Funding will be addressed by Mr. Robert Taylor/Community Development Block Grant Officer.
 
Public Input
Attorney Tim Smith read the procedures of the Public Input and there were three signed in for Public Input:  Mrs. Lagretha Graham addressed the Opioid situation in our community and stated it affects everyone directly or indirectly.  Town Manager added, in reference to Mrs. Graham’s address, that we are applying for funding for an Opium Task Force and he sent Chief Patterson information on it today.  Town manager said he is filling out the application to try and get state funding for additional support of the task force to work with the drugs and he thinks it’s something we all recognize in trying to move forward.  David Richardson/Executive Director of Lumber River Council of Government (LRCOG) gave an update of services the Lumber River of Government is able to provide and serve its members.  Mr. Richardson spoke of the importance of the census and that at the annual 2020 US Census event; he learned that for every person not counted it equates $1600.00 per person of federal and state money that we miss out on each year if people are not counted.  Mr. Richardson said the information that the Census Bureau collects is kept confidential.     
Consent Agenda
Mayor Henderson asked the board to make a motion to approve (items A & B) on the Consent Agenda and exclude (item D) and the Town Manager wants to exclude (item C) for the Budget Amendment approval. Commissioner Burney made a motion to approve (items A & B) and exclude (items C & D) from the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Sumpter second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Town Manager Ashburn asked the board for approval to agree to pay the 2015/2016 - 2016/2017 Napa Auto Parts bill totaling $1832.40 and Le Bleu Water bill totaling $46.30.  Town Manager Ashburn asked the board for approval to pay these past due bills due to lost receipts.  Commissioner Sumpter made the motion for the Town Manager to pay the past due bills for Napa Auto Parts and Le Bleu Water and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Mayor Henderson asked the Town Manager Ashburn to put something into place to prevent this from happening again and Mr. Ashburn said he has taken steps to make that happen.  
Town Manager Ashburn also asked the board for approval for the following Budget Amendments:  (1) BA# 2018 -04-02 – Water Treatment Plant expenditure for the completion of the Smart Meter Project, (2) BA# 2018– 04-03 – purchase of a Camera System to record board meetings, (3) BA# 2018 -04-04 – purchase of an Electric Sign for Town Hall, and (4) BA# 2018-04-05 – purchase of a Fire Truck with a Ladder.  Manager Ashburn said (items E & H) on the Presentations are all covered under the Budget Amendments.  Commissioner Sumpter made the motion to approve all the Budget Amendments stated by the Town Manager Ashburn and Commissioner Patterson second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.       
Mayor Henderson moved on more business and reappointed two members from the Planning Board Committee Mrs. Carnetta McDougald (in the city limits) and Mrs. Mary (Penny) McDonald (outside the city limits) for another three year term to the board.  Mayor Henderson also reappointed two members for the Board of Adjustments Committee Mr. Cleophas McMillian and Mr. Frank Boyette for another three year term.  Commissioner Sumpter made the motion to approve the reappointments to the boards and Commissioner Lea’Kes second.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
Presentations
Water Plant USDA Funding
Robert Taylor- the Community Development Block Grant officer articulated to the board that the 50 year old water plant is “running on fumes.”  Mr. Taylor is assisting the Town with federal financial assistance with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Loan for improvements to the town’s treatment plant.  Mr. Taylor said there is a likelihood that the rates will increase of receiving a U.S. Department of Agriculture Loan.  Mrs. Carnetta McDougald, Mrs. Deborah Graham and Mr. James Tew asked questions and wanted to know more about the rate increase as a result of the USDA Funding for the water plant.  Town Manager Ashburn asked the board to consider the rate change increase and vote on it at the next board meeting.   

Thurlow Street Paving
Town Manager Ashburn said Thurlow Street paving is finished and the money for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA CAT – B) will be coming for that project.
Senior Program Recreation Room
Town Manager said the senior program room has a separate room in the Community Center which has locks for the cabinets to keep their food, laptops, a TV and their recreational games.  
Red Springs Railroad
Manager Ashburn said he has met with the Red Springs Railroad Mr. Phil Gandy twice about moving their station to the Farmer’s Market and making a deck for a train station to do rides for the community once a month.  Manager Ashburn said this will promote more activity toward the Farmer’s Market and he is hoping to have an answer from Mr. Gandy by the end of the month.  He is also hoping that they will participate in the Street Festival on April 21st, 2018 to help bring people back to the downtown area and get them involved in our community.  

Electric Load Management Cost
Town Manager Ashburn said the board never officially voted yea or nay on the meter to accept the Electric Load Management Policy to save and help reduce the electric bills.  Commissioner Burney made the motion to approve the Electric Load Management Policy and Commissioner Patterson second.  All voted in favor of the motion.   

Equipment Purchase
Town Manager Ashburn asked the board if they wanted the Electric Sign for Town Hall to be in brick, pole or stone and the board decided to wait on the pricing.  See (Item E & H) on the Presentations are all covered and approved under the Budget Amendments in the Consent Agenda.   
Comments
Commissioner McBryde – Asked Town Manager Ashburn if the Radio advertisement that was done today were recorded and that she really enjoyed it.
Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan – Thanked the Mayor, Town Manager, all Staff and Commissioners for their prayers and support while he was in the hospital for the past fourteen days, and thanked the Town for the fruit basket delivery.
Commissioner Patterson thanked everyone for coming out and said she feels that Red Springs will continue to move forward.  Commissioner Patterson invited everyone to come out for the Street Festival sponsored by the Red Springs Arts Council and if you want to apply for a booth please see Mrs. Maggie Morley, the Arts Council Staff or Commissioner Patterson.   Commissioner Patterson asked everyone to come out and support the Arts Council and they also encourage new members if they would like to join. 
  
Commissioner Burney thanked everyone for coming out and addressed the wanted posters he saw on every light pole coming through Town and said it does not make the Town look good.  Manager Ashburn said he will take a look and take them down.

Commissioner Lea’Kes said good evening to everyone and thanked them for coming.  Commissioner Lea’Kes said that the board was going in the right direction with the decision-making process and since it is getting warmer he can get out and walk around the Town and come up with even more ways to improve the Town.    

Commissioner Sumpter thanked everyone for coming and said that on April 10, 2018 the Committee of 100 will host a Dinner at the Southeastern Agricultural Center at 6:00 PM.  Commissioner Sumpter mentioned the upcoming Street Festival on April 21, 2018 and on May 3, 2018 a Non-profit Night of Healing located in Maxton, NC and free food and beverages will be provided.  Also a National Day of Prayer will be held at the Community Center on May 3, 2018.

Town Manager Ashburn said the School System and the Department of Social Service (DSS) Ms. Tanisha Dixon has the Community Center reserved for a week for bringing the youth together in a program called, “Making Proud Choices,” and will be there on April 9 - 13, 2018 from 3:30 – 5:00 PM.

Mayor Henderson thanked and appreciated all guest for coming out and thanked Mr. T.C. Hunter from the Robesonian and Mr. David Richardson/Executive Director from the Lumber River Council of Government (LRCOG).  Mayor Henderson said that we have a new business that is opening in the Shopping Center next to Food Lion called, “Helping the Orphans,” operated by Elim Ministry out of Fayetteville, NC.  The Grand Opening will be this Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 9:00 AM.  Mayor Henderson encouraged everyone to come out and support the new business in the Town.  He also mentioned the Litter Sweep sponsored by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (DOT) April 14 – 28, 2018 Biannual Cleanup Drive.  Mayor Henderson said he would like to start a program here in Red Springs where we can get people to volunteer locally to adopt our streets and keep them clean in Red Springs.  Mayor Henderson said the DOT will provide the bags and vest to pick the trash up and everything can be picked up at your local DOT.   Mayor Henderson also mentioned a new beginner’s Karate Class had their first session today at 6:00 PM from ages 4 – 14 years here in Red Springs and he was there to support the class.
Adjournment
Mayor Henderson asked for a motion to adjourn the board meeting.  Commissioner Sumpter made to motion to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Lea’Kes second.  All voted in favor of the motion.


