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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2018
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly board meeting on Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.
Present:	Mayor Edward Henderson; Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan: Commissioners 	
Duron Burney, Caroline Sumpter, Shearlie McBryde, Elma Patterson; Neal Lea’Kes, Town Manager David Ashburn and Town Clerk Barbara McColl.

Mayor Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the February 6, 2018 meeting to order. 
Invocation
Pastor Carlos Quesada Talesia, Iglesia Cristiana Esperanza Y Vida Church, 945 West 3rd Avenue, Red Springs, gave the invocation and everyone remained standing for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Public Input
Mayor Henderson asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Barbara McColl reported that there was no one signed up tonight for the Public Input.
Consent Agenda
Mayor Henderson asked the board to make a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to approve items (A & B) on the Consent Agenda and exclude item (C) on the agenda and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan second.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Presentation
[bookmark: _GoBack]New Employees
Mayor Henderson introduced and welcomed the new employees Town Manager David Ashburn from Walker County, Georgia. The new Finance Director Heather Hunt could not attend the board meeting tonight because of a family emergency.  
Environmental Assessment Report
Mr. Lars Hagan could not make the board meeting tonight to discuss the Environmental Assessment Report so Town Manager Ashburn gave the board an update on Thurlow Street.  Town Manager stated that the engineers looked at two potential options for carrying the water from the area.  (1) Involves placing pipes and a fluid pump station from the sub-division down to the lower lake and (2) placing drainage pipes down to the state highway and dumping it into a similar part of the this lake.  Mr. Ashburn stated that both projects will require a right-of-way and land acquisition and the projected cost of both projects will exceed the $340,000 Mitigation Grant.  Manager Ashburn stated that the engineers will attend the March 6, 2018 board meeting to offer more details on the cost of the project.   

Prosperity Zone Planners 
Mr. Bruce Naegelen with NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center from Fayetteville, NC discussed a Community Economic Development Program.  Mr. Naegelen noted the Center provides downtown revitalization and planning assistance to communities across the state primarily in the area of economic development planning.  He said the NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center works in regions, counties, cities, towns, downtown districts and in designated North Carolina Main Street communities to inspire place making through building asset-based economic development strategies that achieve measurable results such as investment, business growth, and jobs.  It provides assistance in creating a local economic development strategy, facilitation for action- planning, goal setting, consensus building, Board workshops, Retreats, Stakeholder input meetings, Implementation Services and Technical Assistance.  Mr. Naelegen said he appreciated and thanked the board for their time and noted if the town needed any assistance he would be happy to assist with the downtown area.  Town Manager Ashburn added he wanted the town to move forward with a Comprehensive Plan which deals with everything from downtown to transportation, and housing.  He noted he wanted the community citizens to get involved with the plan, move forward and work on it for the next six months.   
Planning Board (ETJ) Replacement
Mayor Henderson noted to appoint someone to the Planning Board.  Mayor Henderson noted the person appointed must live within the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) and he asked the board to give him until February to appoint someone who would be interested in filling the position.  Mayor Henderson deferred the appointment until the next board meeting. 

Southeastern Community & Family Services
Sharon Whitted – is from Southeastern Community & Family Services located on 301 Main Street, Red Springs noted the Southeastern Community & Family Services is a non-profit organization which helps and supports clients to become self-sufficient in order to become productive citizens within the community.  The services provide and assist clients with help for getting diplomas, schools, better jobs, and going to college.  Ms. Whitted added they service these areas:  Red Springs, St. Paul’s, Maxton, Pembroke, and also have a Lumberton Center.  Ms. Whitted thanked the board and to contact her when needed for services.  Ms. Whitted said she really wants the citizens for the community to take advantage of these services.     

Names of (3) Citizens to Serve on MLK Committee
Mayor Henderson noted to the board names of (3) citizens to serve on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee.  The following names appointed to serve on the MLK Committee are: (1) Mrs. Deborah Graham, (2) Mrs. Patsy Conoley, (3) Ms. Sharon Ray, (4) Ms. Sheryl Burns and (5) Reverend Donald Oxendine.  Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to approve the citizens to serve on the MLK Committee and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan second.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Appointment to LROG Board
Mayor Henderson noted to the board appointments to the Lumber River Council of Government (LROG) Board a position that was held by Former Commissioner Eula McNeill.  Mayor Henderson also noted he would like to include another appointment that was held by Former Commissioner McNeill to be appointed at the same time.  Mayor Henderson stated that on the Lumber River Council of Government position he would like to continue with the tradition and appoint our senior most Commissioner/Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan and Commissioner Duron Burney as his alternate.  Mayor Henderson said the other appointment held by Commissioner McNeill was assigned to the Fire Department and he would like Commissioner Caroline Sumpter to replace her.  Commissioner McBryde made the motion to approve the appointments to the board and Commissioner Lea’Kes second.  All voted in favor of the motion.
 Comments
Commissioner McBryde thanked everyone for coming out and welcomed Town Manager Ashburn.
Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and said he hopes everyone will continue to work together to lead our town in the right direction.  Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan welcomed Town Manager Ashburn into his new position.
Commissioner Patterson noted that being on the board was a new experience for her and she would like to thank each and every one for helping her.  Commissioner Patterson welcomed Mr. Ashburn into his new position and reminded him not to forget the 3rd Sunday in February at Jones Chapel Baptist Church will be hosting their 103rd Anniversary and invited everyone to attend.
Commissioner Burney gave honor to Pastor Sharon Mitchell for coming out to the meeting.
Commissioner Lea’Kes thanked everyone for coming out and says he feels good about being on the board and he feels good about the fact that we are going to do some good things for this community.   

Commissioner Sumpter thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting and welcomed Mr. Ashburn.  Commissioner Sumpter said the Rotary Club was having their Valentine’s Dinner on Saturday, February 10th at the Red Springs Community Building.
Manager Ashburn says the town has received two shipments of the Kiddie Park Equipment on Brown Street Park and it needs to be installed.  There has been a misunderstanding of the installation of the equipment they gave the price on the selling of it but not the installing of the equipment and they did not agree to install it. Mr. Ashburn talked to the company instead of $5,000 to install it they will send a person for $800.00 to oversee volunteers and our workers (Tim Mauldin & Derrick Edge) and supervise the installation of the playground based on if our workers are confident in installing the equipment.     
Town Manager gave the board a print out for the month of January, 2018 of all the checks that have been written, to who, when and for what amount sent out.  Manager Ashburn noted that each month he will give the board a copy and a breakdown so that the board can really understand where the money is going.  
Mayor Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and he appreciated everyone taking an interest in the town.  Mayor Henderson welcomed Mr. Ashburn to the town and stated he will be a welcomed addition to the town.  Mayor Henderson noted he wants to include all the citizens in on what the board does and he welcomed the Town Attorney Tim Smith for coming. 

Adjournment
Mayor Henderson entertained the motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Sumpter made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Burney second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.



                    		                  			 





