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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2018
7:00 P.M.


The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, September 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council Board Room at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor Edward Henderson; Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan; Commissioners: 	
Duron Burney, Caroline Sumpter, Caroline Sumpter, Shearlie McBryde, Town Manager David Ashburn, Town Attorney Tim Smith, and Town Clerk Barbara McColl.

Mayor Edward Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the meeting to order.  Mayor Henderson asked Deacon Juan Vicent – St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 800 South Main Street, Laurinburg, NC 28352.  Pastor Christopher L. Edmonds – Jones Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 307 Phillips Avenue, Red Springs, NC 28377 to give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Input
Mayor Henderson asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Barbara McColl reported that there was one signed up.  Representative Charles Graham signed in to speak for the Public Input session and Town Attorney Tim Smith gave the rules for the Public Input speaking. 
Representative Charles Graham spoke to the board about an Expungement Outreach Sessions that will be offered to Robeson County residents who are faced with criminal records affecting their quality of life. Representative Graham said this is not an expungement but the outreach will provide our citizens with information about expungement and what it could mean to them and their future.  The sessions will be offered in the following locations:  Red Springs Community Building, September 6, 2018 at 6 pm, Pembroke Town Hall, September 11, 2018 at 6:00 pm, Rowland Town Hall, September 13, 2018 at 6:00 pm, Maxton Town Hall, September 20, 2018 at 6:00 pm, Lumberton Town Hall, September 25, 2018 at 6:00 pm and St. Paul’s Town Hall, September 27, 2018 at 6:00 pm and he is encouraging all interested citizens to attend these outreach sessions.
Public Hearing – Community Development Block Grant-I 
Mayor Henderson asked Town Manager Ashburn to explain to the board what the Community Development Block Grant is about and what it means to the community. Manager Ashburn stated that the purpose of the Public Hearing was to obtain citizen’s views and to respond to funding proposals and answer any questions posed by the citizens. He stated the Public Hearing must cover the Town’s community development needs, development of the proposed activities, and review of program compliance before the submission of the Town’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-I) funding application to the State of North Carolina. 
Mayor Henderson opened the floor of the Public Hearing for the community to speak and ask questions concerning the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) proposed project. He asked if there was anyone to speak for the Town completing this application to receive the CDBG-I Grant. Town Manager Ashburn spoke for to complete this application to receive the CDBG-I Grant. Mayor Henderson said the board will continue with the process of pursuing the grant and have all paperwork turned in before the closing date of September 28, 2018.
Consent Agenda
Mayor Henderson asked the board to make a motion to approve the consent agenda. 

Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to approve the consent agenda and Commissioner Burney seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the consent agenda. 

Presentations

CDBG Application Grant

Town Manager Ashburn said the board needs to accept the resolution adopting the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). 

Commissioner Sumpter made the motion to accept the Resolution to apply for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Commissioner Patterson seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

Judy Arrington

Ms. Judy Arrington introduced the new Principal Sharon Breeden from Red Springs Middle School and stated Principal Breeden has over 20 years of experience in the North Carolina Public Schools System.  Ms. Judy said the Red Springs Middle School is delighted to have her and welcomes her to Red Springs. Principal Breeden said she is honored to be back in the community to serve and she wants the community to come out, get involved and support the students.

FEMA Funds
Town Manager Ashburn said the following items have been presented to FEMA:  (1) we have received over $65,000.00 for paving that has been done.  (2) The funds for the sewer plant walls have been turned into the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and additional information has been sent in hopes to move the payment forward. (3) The State of North Carolina, Brian Snell is working on the debris project worksheet for missing information to increase the funds that we will receive. When he has completed the worksheet he will turn it into FEMA and Mr. Snell will have this by the end of September, 2018.





Chamber of Commerce Request

Town Manager Ashburn said the Chamber of Commerce had two requests for the board: (1) they have requested the board to support the Chamber Golf Tournament held each year.  The golf tickets are for two teams four on each team at $275.00 per team and (2) the Chamber of Commerce building is requesting the town to absorb the utility bill which is estimated at $150.00 monthly.  

Mr. George Hall said the Chamber of Commerce is not doing well at this time but they are doing all they can to keep it moving forward and the Chamber is inviting people to join. It was also mentioned the Chamber of Commerce will be holding a public meeting for the community soon. 

(1) Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan made a motion to accept the request for the Chamber of Commerce golf Tournament tickets and Commissioner Burney seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

(2) Commissioner Burney asked to table the item (2) until further information that can be provided to the board and Commissioner Lea’Kes seconded the motion. (5) Commissioners voted to table the item:  Burney, Lea’Kes, Sumpter, McBryde, Patterson and (1) Opposed: Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan and the item (2) is tabled at this time for further discussion. 

Tables for Music in the Park

Town Manager Ashburn discussed with the board to purchase two tables for the Arts Council Music in the Park event on September 15, 2018 at 6:00 – 9:00 pm. Mayor Henderson asked that those in the audience to please feel free to contact any members of the Arts Council and purchase tables to this event.

Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to continue the purchase two tables for the Music in the Park event and Commissioner Patterson seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.   

Safety Awards NC Department of Labor

Annette Bryant/Human Resource Officer presented the Safety Awards NC Department of Labor and the awards program that recognizes the commitment for employees work safety and health in the workplace. She said for the FY/2017 the Town of Red Springs in every department had no loss time accidents.

Solar Electric

Mr. Eric Alleman discussed with the board concerning people wanting to use Solar Electric Meters in their homes at the last board meeting.  (See Attached Copy) Town Manager Ashburn made a recommendation that the board to implement a policy to address people that want to use solar power in their homes. The board asked Town Manager Ashburn to implement a policy to address people that want to use solar power in their homes so they can vote on at the next board meeting. 

Houses for Sale

Town Manager Ashburn discussed with the board three potential buyers for homes and wanted their permission to move forward with selling these properties.  

Commissioner Burney made a motion for Town Manager Ashburn to sell the three houses on Daniel McLeod Road and Commissioner Sumpter seconded the motion and all voted in favor of that motion.

Replace Tire & Wheel

The customer did not attend the meeting to address this issue and Town Manager Ashburn said he never received the paperwork from the customer.

Michael Torres

Town Manager Ashburn said that Michael Torres was not given the proper amount of land to build a garage as to the agreement.  Town Manager Ashburn wanted the board’s permission to move forward along with the Town Attorney Tim Smith to deed the rest of the land to Mr. Torres. 

Commissioner Burney made a motion to allow Town Attorney Tim Smith to look over the agreement to get proper clarification on the acreage of the property and Commissioner Lea’Kes seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion. (See Attached Copies)

Commissioner McBryde said there was an error in the Minutes on July 11, 2017 concerning her vote on the Property Sale of Mill Village to Mr. Michael Torres and said she abstain the vote and not opposed the vote on the Property Sale of Mill Village. 

Correction:  Commissioner McKeithan made the motion to sale the land and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion and Commissioner McBryde abstain the motion.  Board voted 5 for and 1 abstain to sell the property for $2,200.00 to Michael Torres.

Project 7

Town Manager Ashburn wanted to go into closed session to discuss Project 7 contract with the board. (See Attached Copies).

Open Session

Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to go into closed session to discuss Project 7 and Commissioner Burney seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to go back into open session and Commissioner Patterson seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Sumpter made the motion to enter into a 2 year lease with Project 7 and striking action #16 on the lease agreement within a week or sooner and Commissioner Patterson seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

Recess Meeting
Mayor Henderson asked for a motion to recess the meeting.  Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to recess the meeting until Wednesday, September 12, 2018 at 5:30 PM and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.
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