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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly board meeting on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.
Present:	Mayor Edward Henderson; Mayor Pro Tem Chris Edmonds; Commissioners: Murray McKeithan, Caroline Sumpter, Duron Burney, Elma Patterson, and Neal Lea’kes.
Staff:               Town Manager David Ashburn, Town Clerk Barbara McColl, Finance Director Sharon McFarland, and Town Attorney Tim Smith.

Mayor Henderson opened the Monthly Livestream Board Meeting and welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the meeting to order. Commissioner Neal Lea’kes was asked to give the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Input
Mayor Edward Henderson asked Town Manager Ashburn to explain the Public Input procedures for Covid-19 to the Livestream viewers. Mayor Henderson then proceeded to ask if there was anyone that requested any information for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk McColl reported there were no Public Input Session comments sent in from the Livestream Network. 
Public Hearing for Variance Setback for the United Pentecostal Church 
Mayor Henderson asked if there was anyone to Speak For or Against the Variance Setback and No One Spoke For or Against the Variance Setback for the Pastor Donald Oxendine/United Pentecostal Church and Mayor Henderson declared the Public Hearing Closed.

Consent Agenda
Mayor Henderson appealed to the board to make a motion to accept the Consent Agenda.

Commissioner McKeithan made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda excluding the attached letter to the utility item and Mayor Pro Tem Edmonds seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of the motion. 

Town Manager Ashburn discussed the attached letter to the utility item for the consent agenda concerning a customer requesting the board to reduce the customer’s water bill due to a water leak leaving her a balance of $258.85. 

Commissioner Lea’kes made a motion for the customer to enter a 12-month contract to pay this portion of the bill and no one seconded the motion, and the motion expired.

Manager Ashburn noted that Finance could hold the balance for her with no late charges with the option the customer must continue to pay her average minimum payment until she can apply for assistance to cover the $258.85 balance.

Presentations

A.  Variance Setback for the United Pentecostal Church

Town Manager Ashburn gave the board a map of the property and asked the board to grant Pastor Donald Oxendine/United Pentecostal Church a variance to reduce the amount of setback on each side of the building so they can expand the church and on each side drop it down to 2 feet of the property line.  

Commissioner McKeithan made a motion to grant Pastor Oxendine/United Pentecostal Church to extend the variance on both sides of the church building and Commissioner Burney seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of the motion.

B.  Asset Inventory Assessment (AIA)     

Town Manager Ashburn appealed to the board to approve the Resolution by Governing Body Applicant of the $150,000.00 Asset Inventory Assessment (AIA) of the Sewer Treatment System arranged throughout the town.  

Commissioner Burney made a motion to approve the Resolution by Governing Body Applicant of the $150,000.00 Asset Inventory Assessment (AIA) of the Sewer Treatment System throughout the Town of Red Springs and Commissioner McKeithan seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of the motion.

C.  iPads 

Town Manager discussed both the benefits and expenses of the iPads for the Board of   Commissioners. 

Commissioner Patterson made a motion to receive the iPads for the improvement of the Town Board and Commissioner Burney seconded the motion and (3) Opposed the motion: Commissioners McKeithan, Lea’kes, and Sumpter and (3) Voted for the motion: Commissioners: Patterson, Burney, and Edmonds. Mayor Henderson cast the tie breaking vote against the motion to receive the iPads and added he would like to have more information on the subject.  

D.  Changing Job Titles

Town Manager Ashburn appealed to the board along with Chief Brent Adkins to add a corporal position to build up the moral of the police department and move officers up the rank that have been there for a while. 

Commissioner Burney made the motion to add a corporal position available to the police department as stated by Chief Adkins and Commissioner Sumpter seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of the motion.

Town Manager Ashburn made an earnest request to the board to drop the Maintenance Worker position in Public Works and add an Equipment Operator position which requires a (CDL) Commercial Driver’s License.

Commissioner Lea’kes made a motion to approve an Equipment Operator position and Commissioner Patterson seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of the motion.

Comments
N/A
Adjournment
Commissioner Burney made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner McKeithan seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of the motion.










                                                                                    __________________________________________________
                                                                      	 Mayor Edward Henderson


ATTEST:


______________________________________
Barbara McColl, Town Clerk
