TOWN OF RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2013
The Red Springs Board of Commissioner met in regular session on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:
Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Duron Burney, Eula C. McNeill, David Shook, 


Edward Henderson, Murray McKeithan and Robert Hollingsworth; Town Manager 


James Bennett, Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Mayor McNeill asked retired Reverend Michael L. McGehee from the Red Springs Presbyterian Church to give the innovation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing to receive public comments on the 2013-2014 Fiscal Year recommended budget opened for discussion. Largirtha Graham expressed her opinion against a proposed $25 reconnection fee for the Town’s utility services for residents who are late on their utility bill, even if their service is not disconnected.  Scott Townsend addressed the board saying that he did not agree with the proposed budget. No one spoke for.  Mayor McNeill declared the Public Hearing closed.
Renet McQueen asked the board to consider additions to playground equipment at town parks such as the one at Eight Avenue and Westgate Terrace.  
Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing to consider an amendment to the Red Springs Zoning Ordinance to include Solar Farms as a Conditional Use in the (AR) Agricultural-Residential and (I) Industrial districts opened for discussion.  No one spoke for or against.  Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing closed.
Mayor asked the Town Clerk if anyone had signed up for Public Input.  The Town Clerk stated that Largirtha Graham had signed up.  Ms. Graham expressed her opinion against the Town’s proposed $25 reconnection fee for the Town’s utility services for residents who are late on their utility bill, even if their service is not disconnected
Mayor McNeill asked that the following items be removed from the Consent Agenda to be discussed as an agenda item:
B.
Demolition of property

E.
Approval of Budget Amendments - #2013-06-01, #2013-06-02 and #2013-06-03

F.
Approval of Ordinance #13-14, amending Title IX, Chapter 99, Restricting Smoking in specified 
public places

G.
Consideration of approval of contract extension for the NC STEP Program

H.
Approval of Cooper Service Agreement between the Town of Red Springs and the United 
States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Wildlife 
Services – Nuisance Beaver Trapping
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J.
Approval of General Contract for electrical maintenance services for 33 acorn lights located in 
Providence Place III, IV and VI

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the remaining items that were left on the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

A.
Approval of Minutes – May 7, 2013

C.
Possible sale of Town Property

D.
Approval of June 2013 Releases/Refunds Request

E.
Approval of Alcohol and Drug Policy

Mayor McNeill stated that the sale of Town Property on Front Street has been being worked on for months and authorized to begin the process of selling.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the demolition of a burned out home located on Brigman Street authorizing the manager to start the process for demolition and removal of the debris.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve budget amendments #2013-06-01, #2013-06-02 and #2013-06-03.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to approve Ordinance #13-14, amending Title IX, Chapter 99, Restricting Smoking in specified public places. Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  Commissioners Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and Murray McKeithan voted in favor of the motion.  Commissioners David Shook, Edward Henderson and Duron Burney opposed.  Mayor McNeill voted to approve Ordinance #13-14.  Motion carried.

Mayor McNeill asked that Agenda Item G., “Approval of Contract Extension for the NC STEP Program be removed and discussed at another meeting.  
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Cooperative Service Agreement between the Town of Red Springs and the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Wildlife Services – Nuisance Beaver Trapping.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  The Agreement amount for the Town to reimburse the U.S. Department of Agriculture is for up to, but not exceeding the sum of $2,750, and the Town will be billed on a quarterly basis.  This is for the trapping of beavers, which are building dams that have blocked the flow of Little Raft Swamp.
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Mayor McNeill stated that he was going to deviate from the agenda to recognize the Inaugural Soccer Team and Coaches.  After introducing the team and coaches, Coach Tim Heath thanked the parents and coaches for their great work and how great it is to offer soccer for the kids.
Mayor McNeill presented the “June 2013 Student of Month” Proclamation to:


JaSarah Harrell – Red Springs High School


Monica Smith   -  Flora Macdonald Academy
Mayor McNeill appointed Lydia Troy to serve on the Farmers Market Committee replacing Billy Currie who resigned.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Mayor McNeill stated that he was going to pass over Item #7 – Vacancy appointment to the Planning Board replacing Carolyn Peterkin who has passed away until the July Board meeting.

Mayor McNeill introduced Harvey Bryant from Shannon who talked about his teenage grandson who was accidently shot and killed by his younger brother on Valentine’s Day when the two were handling a shotgun, and about the need for children to be taught gun safety.  Mr. Bryant said that he plans a memorial motorcycle ride for his grandson and the proceeds will go toward promoting gun safety.  He has planned for the memorial motorcycle ride to be held on March 29, 2014.  Mayor McNeill asked the Chief of Police Ronnie Patterson to meet with Town Manager James Bennett and together with Mr. Bryant and bring back information to the Board.
Mayor McNeill stated that Roger Vazquez who plans to open the Corner Grille on North Main Street was unable to attend.  He was going to explain his plans on opening the new business.  
Commissioner David Shook made a motion to table the reduction of utility charge from Custom door Parts from $1,761.79 to a reduced amount until the July meeting.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve amending the Red Springs Ordinance to include Solar Farms as a Conditional Use in the (AR) Agricultural-Residential and (I) Industrial districts.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve amending the Personnel Policy for insurance for retirees who were hired prior to July 1, 2012, but will not have minimum years of service for the Town’s contribution to be allowed to the pay the cost.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  Commissioners Edward Henderson, Murray McKeithan, Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook voted in favor.  Commissioner Duron Burney opposed.
Motion carried.  This applies only to employees who have worked less than 20 years with the Town.
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Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to recess meeting until Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  This will give the Board members time to review the budget.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Comments

Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth stated that he is against the $25 reconnection fee for utilities for residents that are late with their payment, even though service has not been disconnected.
Commissioner Duron Burney stated that he has had citizens to reference to the Parks.  He would like the park put back at Westgate Terrace and to put up basketball goals.

Commissioner David Shook stated that he is very proud of the renovation of the Piggly Wiggly. 

There being no further business to be discussed, the Mayor, with the concurrence of the Commissioners adjourned the meeting.








John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:

Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk
