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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2018
7:00 P.M.


The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly board meeting on Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at 7:00p.m. at Town Hall.

Present:       Mayor Edward Henderson; Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan: Commissioners 	
Duron Burney, Caroline Sumpter, Shearlie McBryde, Elma Patterson; Neal     Lea’Kes, Town Manager David Ashburn, Town Clerk Barbara McColl and Town Attorney Tim Smith.

Mayor Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the March 6, 2018 meeting to order. 

Invocation

Pastor Randy Locklear, Westside Baptist Church, 527 North Vance Street, Red Springs, NC  
gave the invocation and everyone remained standing for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Public Input
Mayor Henderson asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Barbara McColl reported that Ms. Renet McQueen signed up to speak.
Consent Agenda
Mayor Henderson asked the board to make a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Lea’Kes second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Appointment to the Boards - Mayor Henderson asked the Board to reverse the two board appointments he made at the last board meeting.  The two appointments were: (1) Commissioner Burney as an alternate to the Lumber River Council of Government and (2) Commissioner Sumpter to the Fire Department and he would like to change these two appointments to:  Commissioner Burney to the Fire Department and Commissioner Sumpter as an alternate to the Lumber River Council of Government Board.  Commissioner Burney made the motion to reverse the two appointments and Commissioner Sumpter second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
Presentations
Oath of Office 
Mayor Henderson asked the District Judge Herbert Richardson to come and administer the Oath of Office to Mayor Henderson for the North Carolina Eastern Municipal Power Agency Board (NCEMPA) and to our Finance Director Mrs. Heather Hunt.  Judge Richardson thanked everyone for allowing him to come and thanked the public for allowing him to serve for over (40) years.
Waste Treatment Plant Retaining Wall
Manager Ashburn told the board that the contractor will be finishing up with the waste water treatment plant retaining wall in two weeks. 
Thurlow Drainage
Town Manager Ashburn gave the Board an update on the Thurlow Street drainage and stated that the engineer (Lars Hagen/Withers/Ravenel) turned in the estimated cost of the two potential options for carrying the water from the area.  This did not include the purchase of both right-of-ways.  See Attached Contract.

[bookmark: _Hlk509258573]Town Manager had the board to look at the storm drains and equipment that can be bought and used to clean Thurlow Street ditches to keep it draining freely.  Manager Ashburn said this equipment will not only take care of the drainage and the sewer system but also maintain the whole city better.  See Attached Contract.

Thurlow Paving
Town Manager Ashburn said we are moving forward with finishing the Asphalt Replacement and Paving worksheet for Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) which will allow us to submit the documentation for reimbursement.  See Attached Document. 
Lagretha Graham
Citation Appeal - Mrs. Lagretha Graham did not attend the meeting tonight and Manager Ashburn explained the steps the Town had taken in reference to her meter box.  After the manager completed, the Town Attorney Tim Smith advised the Board to honor their policy to dismiss the appeal based on her failure to appear.  Commissioner Sumpter made the motion to dismiss the appeal based on failure to appear and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Recreation Property Deed

An email Emergency Board Vote was sent out to Mayor Henderson and all Board of Commissioners in relationship to a Deed Amendment to the Recreational area located at Chavis/Locklear Park.  Voted:  Mayor Henderson, Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan, Commissioners: Duron Burney, Caroline Sumpter, Shearlie McBryde, Elma Patterson, and Neal Lea’Kes.  All voted unanimously in favor of the motion to approve the Amendment Deed.  All of the returned votes have been attached to these minutes.  

Manager Ashburn asked the Board if they wanted to add a new alarm system to the concession stand.  Commissioner Burney made the motion to approve to add a new alarm system to the concession stand for safety reasons and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
Manager Ashburn stated the Heating & Air Conditioner was not in the proper area and then asked the Board if they would like to move the Heating & Air Conditioner to another place within the concession stand.  Commissioner Burney made the motion to move the Heating & Air Conditioner to a proper place within the concession stand and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Water Meter Project

Town Manager Ashburn and Tim Mauldin gave an update and a demonstration on the two types of water meters.  Manager Ashburn recommended to the board two options to purchase and complete the smart meter project: (1) Option 1- the Nexgrid meter and (2) the Badger meter and after the demonstration the board decided on option 2 – the Badger meter.  Commissioner Sumpter made a motion to go with option 2 – the Badger meter and Commissioner Lea’Kes second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Comments

Commissioner Burney thanked everyone for coming out and said there were a lot of wanted posters posted on light poles coming through town making the town look undesirable.  Commissioner Burney said this should addressed at the next Board meeting.

Commissioner Lea’Kes thanked everyone for coming out and commended the Town Manager for his hard work.

Commissioner Sumpter thanked everyone for coming out and wished everyone a good evening.

Commissioner Patterson asked everyone to pray for the families that had death in their families in the Town and to keep them in your prayers.  Commissioner Patterson thanked everyone for coming out and said she is looking forward to seeing everyone Sunday, March at the 116th Church Anniversary at Rhyne Memorial Church, Red Springs, NC at 11:00 AM. 

Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan thanked everyone for coming out and reminded everyone of daylight savings time on Sunday, March 11, 2018 and to spring the time forward.  He also thanked Chief Patterson and the Police Department for helping out at Peterson Elementary School.

Town Manager presented Chief Ammons with a Letter of Release from the State Fire Marshall of the good job he has done with the Fire Department inspection.  Manager Ashburn said that attention should be paid to the last part of the letter that in April, 2019, they will be coming back to re-evaluate the Town for our Class 6 Insurance (ISO) Rating. 

Manager Ashburn stated the Town is required to have a Quint Ladder Truck and Chief Ammons has found one and they have agreed to sale it and hold it for the Town for $50,000.  Manager Ashburn said the Forestry has given us a Rescue Truck free of charge and it will be used as a truck for vehicle accidents.  Commissioner Burney made a recommendation to table it for further information.  

Last item of business Town Manager presented the Board with a breakdown of the all finances for the month.

Ada Beebe 100th Birthday 

On behalf of the Red Springs Mayor Henderson and the Board of Commissioners honored Ms. Ada Beebe with a Letter of Recognition on her 100th Birthday.  Ms. Beebe was born on March 5, 1918.  

Open session

Commissioner Burney made a motion go into closed session for personnel matters and Commissioner Sumpter second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Burney made a motion to go into open session and Commissioner Patterson second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Adjournment

Mayor Henderson asked the board for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Lea’Kes made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner McBryde second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.



