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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2017
7:00PM

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly Board meeting session on Thursday, November 9, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Present:  Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter, Commissioners:  	
               Shearlie McBryde, Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill, Duron 
               Burney, Town Manager James Bennett and Town Clerk Barbara McColl.

Mayor McNeill welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the meeting to order.  Mayor McNeill asked Pastor Howard Strickland of Resurrection Church, Red Springs, NC to give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance lead by Commissioners/veterans Shearlie McBryde, Murray McKeithan and Edward Henderson.
Public Input
No one signed up for Public Input for November 9, 2017 board meeting. 
Consent Agenda
Mayor McNeill moved on to the Consent Agenda which consist of the Minutes, two Budget Amendments and Releases and Refund vouchers.   Mayor asked that changes be made to October 3, 2017 board meeting minutes and the October 23, 2017 recess board meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter made the motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Burney second.  Commissioner Henderson asked to amend the motion to exclude Budget Amendment (b) BA #2018-11-02.  Mayor asked what is the will of the Board on the remaining items on the consent agenda.  All voted unanimously.  The Budget Amendment BA#2018-11-02 amount for debt service for the new street sweeper should be $7,836 instead of $15,672.  Commissioner Edward Henderson motioned to accept the Budget Amendment.  Commissioner Eula McNeill second and all voted in favor of the motion.  
Resolution
The Town of Red Springs, Mayor McNeill and the Board of Commissioners honored Mrs. Thelma McNeill Lewis on her 100th Birthday Celebration on November 9th, 2017.  Mayor asked the Board for their consideration to adopt the resolution honoring her 100th Birthday.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter motion to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner McNeill second.  All voted unanimously.  Mayor McNeill also presented Mrs. Lewis with the keys to the Town of Red Springs.


Presentation
Swearing In Ceremony
Mayor McNeill proceeded to the next order of business the swearing in of Chief John Ammons for Fire Inspector and Animal Control.  Mayor McNeill postponed the swearing in for the next recess meeting on November 20, 2017.
Dilapidated Property
Mayor McNeill introduced Attorney Tim Smith providing copies of orders on Animal Control to the board then Attorney Smith spoke on two dilapidated homes and said the main concern of these two properties is: (1) that the houses are inspected before the burn for asbestos and meets the criteria for the state mandates the atmosphere and air, and (2) the owners take responsibility for the cleanup of the project after it’s done.  Attorney Tim advised that nothing be done until the releases from the owners of property are received and once releases are received the Fire Department can proceed.
Senior Exercise Class
Dale Singles the Director of the Senior Exercise Class was not in attendance tonight due to health reasons.  Town Manager Bennett gave the name of the senior activity program called, “Senior Red Springers,” which was named by the Director Dale Singles.  Town Manager said the Senior Program will be meeting next week at the Community Building featuring a vigorous activity program along with computer classes, exercise classes and also outings as well.

Fire Inspection Fees Proposal
Chief John Ammons Fire Inspector spoke on the fees for fire inspections and stated he observed City of Raeford, City of Lumberton, and City of Fayetteville, NC and all had varying fees but what he has put in his proposal is the lower end of the fee schedule because the City of Lumberton and Fayetteville, NC had higher fees than most of the permits.  Mayor McNeill asked what is the will of the board regarding adopting of the fee schedule for fire code violations and fire inspections.  Commissioner McNeill motioned to move forward with adopting the fee schedule.  Commissioner Henderson second.  5 voted in favor of the motion and Commissioner Burney opposed.
Code of Ordinance
Ernest Stephens – Code Enforcer spoke on sanitation and stated that the question was asked if no one is in the home year-round how would a person be charged?  Ernest stated that in case if no one is living in the home and does not pay for electric, water or sewer service the Town of Red Springs will not charge for garbage collection in no case will your responsibility be relieved of maintaining your property in accordance with the Town of Red Springs ordinance and in no case, will your garbage be allowed to be taken to another location for pickup by the town.  Commissioner Burney motioned to table sanitation for more information.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter second and all voted in favor of the motion.
Mr. Stephens also discussed Section 5-89 - Abatement by Town - for violations for property owners not cutting grass and the town cuts the grass for services.  Ernest recommended if the property owners grass is not cut within a ten-day period he recommended that a charge of $25.00 per day fine payable by placing a lien upon the premises and shall be collected as unpaid taxes as provided in G.S. § 160A-193.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter made a motion to adopt Amendment Section 5-89 Abatement by Town.  Commissioner McNeill second and all voted in favor of the motion.    
Internet Café
Attorney Tim Smith discussed Internet Café for the board which he stated it is a place for Internet access to the public, usually for a fee.  Attorney Smith said as long as the business complies with the zoning ordinance of the town its legal. 
   
Chicken Law 
Attorney Tim Smith discussed the Ordinance Animals and Fowl presented by Chief John Ammons- Animal Control on the last board session.  The Board asked Attorney Smith to recommend a new ordinance or amendment for: (1) Leash law and (2) Chickens within the town limits.  Attorney Smith proposed two separate items the first: (1) will be inserted at Section 4.29 Town ordinance you cannot keep chickens.  Attorney Tim Smith proposed the board to Amend Chapter 2 – Animals and Fowl, to provide for the keeping of certain animals and chickens within the Town Limits.  Commissioner Henderson motioned to amend and adopt Chapter 2 ordinance.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter second and all voted in favor of the motion.

Leash Law

Attorney Tim Smith proposed the following Ordinance Amending Chapter 2 – Animals and Fowl, to provide for the Required Control of Domestic Animals - Section 4.50 – Dogs Running at Large.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter motioned to amend and adopt Chapter 2 Ordinance Animals and Fowl.  Commissioner McNeill second and all voted in favor of the motion. 

Town Manager Bennett said the town applied for $350,000 from FEMA for the Thurlow Street drainage.  He also stated the town’s water plant is outdated and discussed a grant for a new water plant for the Town of Red Springs.  Manager Bennett discussed the probability of wetland behind the homes on Thurlow Street and an assessment has to be made in order to remedy the problem.  Manager Bennett asked the board to appropriate $5,800.00 for an Environmental Assessment.  Commissioner McNeill made the motion to appropriate $5,800.00 for an Environmental Assessment for the Thurlow Street homes. Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter second and all voted in favor of the motion.

Manager Bennett spoke of the Training Programs for the new upcoming Commissioners to explain the Managers Council Form of Government at Town Hall on dates November 14, 21, 27, and 28, 2017.  

Manager Bennett spoke of Cedric McDougald who will be retiring with 34 years of service with the Town of Red Springs at 7:00pm on December 1, 2017 the town will give him a Retirement Dinner for his years of service at the Red Springs Community Building.  Also Manager Bennett stated Mayor John M. McNeill and Commissioner Eula McNeill will be retiring and will no longer seek office.  Mayor John M. McNeill has over 42 years of service at the Town of Red Springs and Commissioner Eula McNeill has 24 years of experience and a Retirement Dinner will be held at Mariani’s in Pembroke, NC at 6:30pm on December 9, 2017.

Comments
Commissioner Eula McNeill gave her final remarks of appreciation and thanked everyone for their support and ended by saying, “Let the work you do speak for you.”
Commissioner Burney expressed his appreciation and gratitude toward Commissioner McNeill and Mayor McNeill and said they will be greatly missed.  Commissioner Burney said he will never forget the words of wisdom and conversation they both passed on to him and he will use it.
Commissioner McKeithan thanked everyone for coming out and reminded everyone of the Veteran’s Day Breakfast on November 10, 2017.  Commissioner McKeithan acknowledged his appreciation for Mayor John M. McNeill and Commissioner McNeill and they will be surely missed. 
Commissioner Henderson addressed and acknowledged his appreciation and support for Mayor John M. McNeill and Commissioner McNeill.  Commissioner Henderson said they both instilled in the board a sense of humor even though it is serious and some of the decisions will affect lives in years to come the board can do the job and still have fun they just need to know when to be serious and when they can inject a little humor.
Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter reminded everyone of the Christmas Parade on December 9, 2017 and the Toy Run this Saturday sponsored by the Rotary Club.  She expressed her appreciation and for the years of service for Mayor McNeill and Commissioner McNeill and her appreciation of the nuggets and wisdom of conversations from the both of them.  

Mayor McNeill expressed appreciation and gratitude for Town Manager Bennett and said he has never seen anyone that could get as much accomplished as Town Manager James Bennett has in a period of time.  Mayor McNeill said it is amazing at what Manager Bennett has accomplished in the Town of Red Springs and Mayor McNeill thanked Manager Bennett for his accomplishments.  
Mayor McNeill acknowledged his appreciation for Commissioner McNeill and her years of their service together and the decisions they made was for the best interest of the citizens of Red Springs.  Mayor McNeill stated “You can’t have good politics unless you have good policy.”  Mayor McNeill said as a matter of record this is his 504th Town Board Meeting for the Town of Red Springs and he has seen a lot of changes and he feels it’s time to turn it over to someone else.  Mayor McNeill said he loves religion, his family, the Democratic Party and the citizens of Red Springs and Robeson County.  Mayor McNeill said that if anything else is ever said about him is that John McNeill loved these people, institutions and he did something to try and help all of them.

Open Session 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor McNeill asked for a motion to go into closed session for the purpose of personnel as well as to confer with the Town Attorney.  Commissioner McKeithan made the motion to go into closed session.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter second and all voted in favor of the motion.     

Commissioner Burney motioned to go into open session.  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter second and all voted in favor of the motion.
Motion was made by Commissioner Henderson to approve contract with Kathy Pittman for 65 hours over a 12 month period after her retirement of January 31, 2018 at a rate of $225 a month for a year and second by Commissioner Eula McNeill.  All voted in favor of the motion.
The Board voted to pass a motion to consult James Bennett for 150 hours via phone and other methods on an as needed basis.  Town will reimburse mileage for travel if consultation in person is warrant.  Contract for 18 months at $400 monthly.  Board members voted (5) in Favor:  Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter, Commissioners - Edward Henderson, Shearlie McBryde, Murray McKeithan, and Eula McNeill, and (1) Opposed – Duron Burney and the motion passed.
Motion to enter into a contract with Ellis Hankins Consultants – The Mercer Group pending Attorney review.  Commissioner McKeithan made the motion and Commissioner Henderson second.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
Recess Meeting
Motion to recess meeting until November 30, 2017 at 5:00pm.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan motion to recess meeting until November 30th at 5:00pm and Commissioner Shearlie McBryde second.  All voted in favor of the motion.



                                               _________________________
                                              Mayor John M. McNeill


ATTEST:

_______________________
Barbara McColl, Town Clerk  
