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The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, November 4, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough 


Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Deacon Vicent to lead the invocation.  The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, which was led by Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan, Commissioner Edward Henderson and Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth who served in the Armed Forces in honor of Veterans Day on November 11th.

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that Ms. Renet McQueen had signed up to speak during the Public Input Session.  

Mayor McNeill called on Ms. McQueen to come to the front to speak, but first asked Town Attorney Neil Yarborough to review the Town’s Policy on speaking during the Public Input Session.  Town Attorney Yarborough reviewed the policy with those in attendance and turned the floor over to Ms. McQueen.

Ms. McQueen spoke to the Board about the high town utility bills and releasing citizens to purchase utilities form other companies.  She reported she was told citizens could not be released because the Town would lose money however she had just learned that the town had let Flora Macdonald go with a $28,000 bill.  She felt that this was unjust and that she would continue to fight for the citizens of the town.  

With no further people signed up for public input, Mayor McNeill reported that the Public Input Session was closed.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – October 7, 2014 Board Meeting
B. Approval of Minutes – October 7, 2014 Closed Session Meeting 
C. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-10-01
D. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-10-02
E. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-10-03
F. Approval of October 2014 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor John M. McNeill asked that Item C. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-10-01 be removed from the consent agenda and brought back at a later date at the request of Town Manager James Bennett.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda minus item C. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-10-01.   Commission David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Mayor McNeill asked Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan to recognize the November Students of the Month.  Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan presented a Proclamation for the “November 2014 Student of the Month” to Kayla Pipkin, a junior at Flora MacDonald Academy, and Kendra Blue, a senior at Red Springs High School.

INSPECTION FEE SCHEDULE
Mayor McNeill reminded the Board that after the adoption of the Inspection Fee Schedule that it be placed back on the agenda.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the Inspection Fee Schedule.  Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to table the matter until the Board has time to look at the information provided further.   Commission Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

USDA VEHICLE PROCUREMENT FORM FOR FIRETRUCK LOAN/GRANT
Mayor McNeill reported that the Board needed to approve the low bid on new Fire truck and approve the Vehicle Procurement form for the USDA Loan/Grant.    He asked Town Manger Bennett to give an update.  Town Manager Bennett reviewed the bid process and the Vehicle Procurement Form with the Board.    Mayor McNeill noted that the Board would be accepting the recommendation of the Board of Directors of the Red Springs Fire Department.   Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Board of Directors of the Red Springs Fire Department to accept the lowest bid for the new fire truck and approve the Vehicle Procurement Form.   Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
  
ZV SOLAR FARM RESOLUTION
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was a resolution before the Board regarding the conditional use permit requests for the operation of three (3) solar farms by ZV Solar.  The Mayor noted that the resolution included a condition that prior to the issuance of the building permits, an application for voluntary annexation signed by the property owner for the property covered by the respective conditional use permit shall be submitted to the Town of Red Springs.  Mayor McNeill reminded the Board that once complete, this would be the largest taxpayer in the Town of Red Springs collecting about $46,000 annually.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve the resolution.   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  Commissioner Edward Henderson asked if we had checked to make sure that the size of the land we are looking to voluntarily annex is too large to annex.  Town Attorney Neil Yarborough reported that we are fine to annex this portion of land.  With no further discussion, all voted in favor of the motion.

25 KV CONVERSION PROCESS
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that we do not need any action on the 25 KV Conversion Process.  He reported that to the Board that Town Manager Bennett had obtained more up to date cost estimates for finishing out the 25 KV conversion process.  He noted that it was the opinion of the consulting engineers that it would be the best course for the Town to follow.    Mayor McNeill suggested that beginning in January the Board will need to look at some financial analysis and gather further information to determine the approach that the Board will need to take with this matter as it is a  project that is something that must be completed.  Commissioner David Shook asked if this cost estimate was contracting all of the work out and no in-house work being completed.  Town Manager Bennett noted that was correct.  Commissioner David Shook asked how long the conversion would take.  Mr. Derrick Edge, Electric Director reported that it would take eighteen to twenty-four months to complete the project.  Commissioner Edward Henderson asked if this was just one bid.  Mayor McNeill reminded the Board that at this time this was just a cost estimate and that the project had not been sent out for bid yet.  Mayor McNeill talked about next steps for the project.  Town Manager Bennett reported he had spoken with two financial institutions and had some financing options.  He passed the information out to the Board.  Mayor McNeill explained the current Electrical System and the need for the 25 KV Conversion and the importance of getting the conversion complete in a timely manner.   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to table the 25 KV Conversion discussions.   Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
 
DEDICATION & NAMING OF PARK AT WESTGATE
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the dedication and naming of the park at Westgate would be discussed in closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (2)   to prevent the premature disclosure of an honorary degree, scholarship, prize, or similar award. 

COMMENTS
Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth reminded the Board that the Annual Toy Run would be held this Saturday, November 8, 2014 at the Red Springs Fire Department.

Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan thanked the Board and the staff for the fence out at the Ball Park.

Commissioner Duron Burney announced that the Red Springs Community Watch in conjunction with the Red Springs Police Department would be hosting a breakfast to honor the Veterans on Veterans Day at the Red Springs Community Center from 9:00 am to 11:00 am on Veterans Day, Tuesday, November 11, 2014.  He invited the Board and all veterans to the event. 

CLOSED SESSION
With no further comments, Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (2)   to prevent the premature disclosure of an honorary degree, scholarship, prize, or similar award and (3) To consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the public body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged.  Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.


Commissioner David Shook made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion dedicate and name the park at Westgate the Wilson Terry Memorial Park after the first black commissioner of the Town of Red Springs.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

DATES
Mayor McNeill reminded the Board about a few dates coming up:
1) Friday, November 7, 2014 – the Inaugural Walk of the Red Springs Walking Trail at the Red Springs Fitness Center at 12:30 pm
2) Tuesday, November 11, 2014 – Veterans Day Breakfast hosted by the Red Springs Community Watch Committee at 9:00 am


Mayor McNeill reported that the Dedication and Naming of the Westgate Park was proposed for either November 19th or November 20th.   Commissioner Duron Burney made a suggestion to have the event on November 20th which is on a Saturday.   After some discussion, the Board decided that the best date was Saturday, November 22, 2014 at 12 noon.  

Mayor McNeill suggested that the Board let Town Manager Bennett work with the Department Heads and employees to pick the best date for the Employee Christmas Party.  The Board agreed.  Town Manager Bennett noted to the Board that he had spoken with staff and would like change the time of the party, allow employees to invite a guest and have the event at Flora Macdonald to accommodate the number attending.

Town Manager Bennett reported to the Board that the Town had decided to have a float in this year’s Christmas Parade and Department Heads would be riding the float.  Mayor McNeill also asked to have the Town’s Planning Board ride the Float as well.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.




												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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