RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2017
7:00PM


The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly Board meeting session on Tuesday, October 3, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Present:  Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter; Commissioners:  
   Shearlie McBryde, Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill; Duron 
   Burney, Town Manager James Bennett and Town Clerk Barbara McColl.

Mayor McNeill welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the meeting to order.  Mayor McNeill asked Reverend Sharon Mitchell from Saint James AME Church, Red Springs, NC to give the invocation, 60 minute moment of silence for the lives lost in the Las Vegas tragedy and continued with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Input

Attorney Tim Smith read the procedures of the Public Input and there were two people signed in for public speaking:  Ms. Renet McQueen and Ms. Carnetta McDougald. 

Consent Agenda

Mayor McNeill moved the three items on the Consent Agenda and said there were some typographical errors that appeared on the minutes and has made notations on that.  Mayor McNeill said he could point it out now and adopt all three perhaps or the Board could leave that one out and adopt (a) and (b) for now.  Mayor Mc Neill asked what is the will of the Board.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter motioned to include all three Consent Agendas and point out the typographical errors that appeared on the minutes for September 5, 2017 and adopt all three items.  Mayor said on the Minutes the last paragraph on the Consent Agenda he would suggest that the sentence read, “Mayor McNeill ask the Board to approve.”  Mayor McNeill said on the next page the third paragraph should read, “The Town Manager requested a new Budget Amendment for the repairs for the Street Sweeper,” and under the Chicken Ordinance the fifth sentence should read that, “Ammons recommendation be referred to the Attorney.”  Mayor McNeill said if those changes are ok with the Board, what is the wish of the Board regarding the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner McNeill motioned the changes be made to the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter second.  All voted unanimously.  Mayor McNeill stated item (c) will be a separate item on the Consent Agenda.  






Presentations

Dilapidated Property

Town Manager Bennett discussed the three dilapidated properties located on: (1) 213 Baldwin Street, Red Springs, NC, (2) 213 ½ Baldwin Street, Red Springs, NC and (3) 106 Grantham Street, Red Springs, NC being donated to the Fire Department for training exercises.  Town Manager Bennett said he met and talked with Chief Ammons and Attorney Tim Smith and stated the dilapidated houses could become a safety hazard.  Manager Bennett asked the Board to approve to burn the dilapidated houses.   Attorney Tim Smith said he needs more time to prepare the paperwork concerning the houses to give to the Board before the next meeting.  Mayor McNeill asked Attorney Smith if the Board could go ahead and approve it at this time or do they need to wait on the paperwork?  Attorney Smith said the Board can approve it now but it’s going to require an agreement.  Commissioner Henderson motioned that the Board tabled this item until Attorney Smith completes the paperwork.  Commissioner McKeithan second.  All voted unanimously.  

Mayor McNeill asked Town Manager Bennett to work with Code Enforcement to help bring property owners in compliance with the Town Ordinance.  

Senior Recreation Program

Mayor McNeill introduced Ms. Dale Singles to speak and request a Senior Center for the elderly in the Town of Red Springs.  Ms. Singles said the Senior Center will provide socialization, enjoy recreation, a relaxed atmosphere, and a chance to grow.  Commissioner Henderson made a motion that the Board is in support of a Senior Recreation Program to be implemented.  Commissioner McKeithan second.  All voted unanimously.

Principal of the Year Award

Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter introduced and presented Mr. Larry Brooks with the Principal of the Year Award at Red Springs High School.

Mayor McNeill introduced Mrs. Leslie Rodriquez originally from Puerto Rico and currently a resident of Red Springs approached the board with a request for assistance to providing much needed supplies to her family and residence of the country due to the disaster from Hurricane Maria. She asked the board for their support to help her send the basic necessities to Puerto Rico. The Mayor had concerns on how to get the supplies to the families thru the Red Cross and the Manager said we had completed an application of which we have had no response. The Mayor asked for a coordinated effort to reach out to folks that could help us get the supplies to Puerto Rico along with churches and other groups. The board gave the Manager the ok to go forward on this matter and feels it’s a good project for our town and community working for a common cause. 



Smart Metering

Mayor McNeill introduced Derrick Edge to address the Board on the status of the Smart Metering.  Derrick said as of today the Electric Department is half way through the routes and Tim Mauldin the Water Department has completed 4 routes and working on the fifth and by next week they will be out of meters.   The next couple of days they will be doing test routes, testing the house on sight and checking it against the computers.  Derrick said by October 12th they should be able to read the 10 routes of Electric and 5 routes of the Water.  Derrick said the Smart Meters should be up and running by the last of November, 2017.

Appointments to Committees

Mayor McNeill said last year the Board made various appointments to Boards and Commissions and we staggered the terms on one year, two year, three year so at no time would any commission have all Board Members vacating at the same time.  Mayor McNeill said now it is time to go back and those that the Board has voted in one year term to reappoint or to appoint someone for a three year term.  Mayor McNeill said he would like to make recommendations to the Board and would start with the Recreation Commission and recommend Christy Ray and Chris Jones for appointed for a three year term.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan motioned to appoint Christy Ray and Chris Jones to the Recreation Commission for a three year term.  Commissioner Eula McNeill second.  All voted unanimously.

Mayor McNeill said the Board of Adjustments has two positions that needs to be filled one position with two years remaining and the Mayor would like to recommend that position to Mr. Jeff Hair, to appoint for a two year term filling the remaining term for Mrs. Audrey Smith. Ms. Helen Baker and the position outside the city limits he does not have the ok for anyone in that position at this time so that position will remain open until the next meeting.  Mayor McNeill asked what is the wishes of the Board that we appoint Jeff Hair to a two year term and Helen Baker to a three year term.  Commissioner Henderson made the motion to appoint Jeff Hair to a two year term and Helen Baker to a three year term.  Commissioner McKeithan second.  All voted unanimously.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor McNeill moved to the Planning Board which had two resignations and Jarod Graham who was outside the city limits and Virgil Oxendine who is inside the city limits.  Mayor McNeill said in the place of Jarod Graham he would like to recommend Ms. Deborah Graham who is outside the city limits and inside the city limits he would like to recommend Mr. Mike Gibson a three year term for both.  Mayor McNeill said what is the will of the Board.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter made the motion to accept Deborah Graham and Mike Gibson for the three year term.  Commissioner Eula McNeill second.  All voted unanimously.  Mayor McNeill voiced to Town Manager Bennett on Deborah Graham it needs to go to the County Commissioner for their approval.     





Comments

Commissioner McKeithan thanked everyone and in the support of the Cancer Association Fundraiser on September 12, 2017 and the donations raised during the drive.  Commissioner McKeithan thanked Town Manager Bennett for encouraging his grandson to take up golf.

Commissioner Henderson encouraged everyone to support the local Farmers Market and encouraged everyone to use the Farmer’s Market.

Mayor McNeill announced next Saturday Governor Roy Cooper will be in Lumberton, NC at 9:00am asking for volunteers to assist him in working with the Baptist volunteers to assist residence.  


