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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2018
7:00 P.M.


The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met for their monthly board meeting on Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 7:00p.m. at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor Edward Henderson; Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan: Commissioners 	
Duron Burney, Caroline Sumpter, Shearlie McBryde, Elma Patterson; Neal Lea’Kes, Town Manager James Bennett and Town Clerk Barbara McColl.

Mayor Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and called the January 2, 2018 meeting to order. 

Invocation

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pastor Carlos Quesada Talesia, Iglesia Cristiana Esperanza Y Vida Church, 945 West 3rd Avenue, Red Springs could not attend the Board Meeting.   Mayor Henderson asked Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan to give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Public Input
No one signed up tonight for the Public Input
Consent Agenda
Mayor Henderson asked the board to make a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Lea’Kes second.  Commissioner Burney noted there was typo on December 5th Board meeting his name was omitted and he attended the Board meeting.  Mayor Henderson asked that it be amended and Commissioner Burney’s name be placed as present for the meeting.  All voted in favor of the Consent Agenda.         
Presentation
Brown Street Park
Town Manager Bennett discussed the Recreation Commission recommendation for the Brown Street Park to be designated as a Kiddie Park.  The new playground equipment will be shipped on February 2, 2018.  Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan stated the Brown Street Park would be an excellent spot for the playground equipment but he feels the board needs to have a Public Hearing on the matter and Commissioner Sumpter agreed.  The Board discussed a Public Hearing and public input designating Brown Street Park into a Kiddie Park located on West Brown Street, Red Springs, NC 28377 at Town Hall on Thursday, January 18, 2018 at 6:00 pm.  The board will meet along with Pete Armstrong the North Carolina Parks & Recreation, the Recreation Committee and Public Hearing.
Police Officers
Annette Bryant – Human Resource Officer came before the board to make a recommendation for the Board to change two Police Officers positions back to Police Sergeants to allow Chief Patterson to hire the trained Police Sergeants from within the department.  Commissioner Burney made a motion to accept the recommendation from the Human Resource Officer to change the two positions back to sergeant position to hire their sergeant within the department and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Smart Metering
Derrick Edge – was not in attendance due to a Work Order.   Town Manager Bennett stated he would like to carry the Smart Metering discussion over to the February 6th, Board meeting so Derrick will have a chance to give the board an update.

Thurlow Street
Lars Hagen with Withers Ravenel – could not be there due to weather conditions.  Town manager Bennett stated Mr. Hagen did provide the board with an update.  Town Manager noted that the board signed the contract in November, 2017 and December, 2017 Mr. Hagen had a representative at Thurlow Street doing the Environmental Impact Study.  Mr. Bennett said the engineers will turn in the study, compile the information and will be making a report to the board on their findings.  Town Manager noted Mr. Hagen will report to the board their idea on how to remedy the drainage problem on Thurlow Street at the next board meeting February 6th, 2018.       
Martin Luther King Celebration
Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan and Commissioner Sumpter discussed the need for more people and children within the community to get involved in the Martin Luther King Celebration Committee since the retirement of Former Commissioner Eula McNeill who had headed the program in the past.  Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan proposed to the board, to appoint three individuals within the community to serve on the committee along with Mayor Henderson and himself.  Commissioner Burney made the motion to accept the recommendation of Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan to appoint three citizens to serve on the Martin Luther King Celebration Committee in 2019 and Commissioner Lea’Kes second.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Mayor Henderson asked Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan the date of the Martin Luther King Celebration Program and he noted on January 21, 2018 at 6:00pm and Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan noted the location will be confirmed tomorrow. 

Rural Economic Development Institute Program

Commissioner Elma Patterson discussed the Rural Economic Development Institute Program (REDI) noting this program addresses leadership in two ways; it helps participants enhance their skills as community leaders, it increases their knowledge of economic and community development strategies equipping them with the tools they need to tackle the tough issues their rural communities face.  Commissioner Patterson noted we need some young leaders here in Red Springs and this would be a great program for them to know about and how we can go about getting them ready to become leaders of Red Springs.  

 Comments

Commissioner McBryde thanked everyone for coming out and for everyone’s concern and their love shown toward the passing of her brother.    

Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan wished everyone a Happy New Year and asked everyone to come out and join the Seniors Program at the Community Building from 1:00 – 4:00pm on Thursday.

Commissioner Patterson thanked everyone for coming out and grateful for allowing her to serve on the community of Red Springs.

Commissioner Burney – Keep the McCoy Family out of Hoke County in your prayers.  Reverend McCoy passed away yesterday.

Commissioner Lea’Kes wished everyone a Happy New Years and thanked everyone for coming out.  

Commissioner Sumpter wished everyone a Happy New Year, to stay warm, and check on your neighbors.   

Mayor Henderson thanked everyone for coming out and reminded the board that as we go into January, 2018 they have a tremendous amount of work ahead of them they need to accomplish and have not scratched the surface yet, but we are here and ready to go to work.

Open session

Commissioner Sumpter made a motion go into closed session for personnel matters and Commissioner Burney second the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Burney made a motion to go into open session and Commissioner Lea’Kes second the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Recess Meeting

Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan made the motion to Recess the Board Meeting until Monday, January 8, 2018 at 6:30pm and Commissioner Burney second.  All voted in favor of the motion.  













                                               _________________________
                                              Mayor Edward Henderson


ATTEST:

_______________________
Barbara McColl, Town Clerk  




