TOWN OF RED SPRINGS

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2012

8:00 P.M.
The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in Special Session on Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. in the Town Council Room at Town Hall.

Present:
Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Robert Hollingsworth, Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill and Duron Burney; Town Manager U. James Bennett, Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough

Absent:
Commissioner David Shook

Mayor McNeill welcomed everyone and stated that the Board is starting something new in where we
 are inviting one of our ministers every month to have our invocation.    Mayor McNeill 

 introduced Pastor Mary Frances McClure of Trinity United Church and asked her to have our 

invocation and then pledge of allegiance. 
Mayor McNeill stated that according to our Town Attorney, it will be necessary for anyone who wants
 to speak for or against during a Public Hearing has to be sworn in before speaking.   Mayor McNeill 
declared the public hearing for a request from Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for a Conditional Use
 Permit under Article V District Use Regulations, General Business (GB), Section 5.d.(6) “Automobile 
Service Stations” for property located at 908 E. 4th Avenue, Parcel #1707010040, to construct a fueling
 station (4 pumps) along with a retail establishment that is permitted in the General Business (GB)
 zoning district, which is a Walmart Express open for discussion.  Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds 
administered an oath to Marianne Mosely who spoke in favor. Ms. Mosely, who is a representative of 
Kimley-Horn stated that this is a great opportunity for Red Springs and economic development. She 
also stated that the project should be completed by the end of the year.  No one spoke against.  
Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing closed.

Mayor McNeill asked Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds if anyone had signed up for the Public Input 

Session. Town Clerk replied no one had signed up.
Mayor McNeill stated that on the consent agenda, there are 4 items.  The first is Item A, “Approval of
 the July 10, 2012 minutes.)  The mayor stated that there are two corrections, and suggested that a 
motion be made to remove Item A from the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Duron Burney made a 
motion to remove Item A.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor
of the motion.  The mayor stated that Item A has been removed from the consent agenda and asked 
if there was a motion to approve the following:
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the following three items (B,C,D) on the
 Consent Agenda:


B.  July 2012 Releases/Refunds Request

C.  Request from Red Springs High School, Kara Jones, to use property behind the Sanfatex Building on Hwy. 211 for a Community School Project, which will be a 
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vegetable garden.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
D.  Mayor McNeill recognized Wilson Ray who is Chairman of the Historic Commission, and is going to serve as the coordinator for Robeson County’s 225th celebration recognizing 225 years as a county.  Mr. Wilson will be displaying Red Springs Historic items in a booth on September 13, 2012 at the DSS Complex in Pembroke, NC. The Mayor stated that he would like to have a discussion with Mr. Wilson regarding this event as the Town will be involved. Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of motion.
Mayor McNeill introduced Mary Black, Director of Community Health Services with 

Southeastern Regional Medical Center and a member of the local STEP committee who made 
a presentation regarding walking trails for Red Springs.  Ms. Black explained that she has been
 involved with the Healthy Town Initiative for Red Springs and three areas she said have been
 addressed by a group of local citizens which include restaurants, a farmers market and walking trails.
 At this point, the group is ready with a proposal for walking trails in Red Springs with no cost to the 
town, just the Board’s blessing.  Ms. Black said she could seek out sponsors who would include
 businesses, civic groups and individuals. She stated there would be 3 different trails –
 ranging from 1 mile –2 miles - 2 ½ miles, total of 5 miles. The trails would begin at SRMC’s local
 fitness center where parking is available located on Mt. Tabor Road.  Commissioner Robert 
Hollingsworth stated that Red Springs was chosen as the first town to participate in the Healthy Town 
Initative. He said our town was the one chosen, so whatever is created in Red Springs may later go to
 Fairmont, Rowland, St. Pauls and other towns to better the health of the Robeson County 
Community.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to endorse the project to proceed. 
 Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion with blessings to the STEP project. All voted in 
favor of the motion.  
Mayor stated that with the consent of Mrs. Judy Arrington, as well as Deacon Lee Galbreath, he is
 going to deviate from the agenda with the board’s approval to Item #7:

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to follow the recommendation of 

the Planning Board to approve a request from Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for a Conditional Use 

Permit under Article V, District Use Regulations, General Business (GB), Section 5.d. (9) “Automotive 

service Stations” for property located at 908 E. 4th Ave, Red Springs, NC (Parcel #170701040) to 

construct a fueling station (4 pumps), along with a retail establishment that is permitted in the 

General Business (GB) District.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor 

of the motion.

Mayor McNeill stated that he was going back to the original agenda with Mrs. Judy Arrington,

 Coordinator of the Communities in Schools (CIS) project in Robeson County Schools.  Mrs. Arrington is

 coordinator at the Red Springs Middle School. She  introduced Dencie Lamdin, the 

Executive Director of CIS of Robeson County Schools.   Ms. Arrington stated that the mission of CIS is 
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to surround students with a community of support, empowering them to stay in school and achieve in

 life. She said that the “Pack a Snack” program went really well last year.  This program

 identifies kids who may not be getting properly fed over the weekend.  These kids will be provided a

 snack to take home on Friday with the food coming from and packaged by volunteers.  The Mayor

 thanked Mrs. Arrington and Mrs. Lamdin for all the great work the organization is doing.  Mayor

 McNeill suggested contacting Margie Labadie with the STEP Program committee and see what they 

have going on.  They meet at the American Legion Building and Mrs. Labadie would probably try to

 incorporate some of what she is doing with the CIS programs, as well.

Mayor McNeill introduced Deacon Lee Galbreath, who requested purchasing property at 116 

Grantham Street beside his church, Pilgrim Grove. The Town has a 25 ft. easement and adjoins the 

church’s existing property. Pastor Galbreath stated that the lot has constant trash on it and the church

 would like to purchase it to keep it clean. The Mayor stated that there was a town drainage line

 located down the middle of the lot and if the Town were to have any problems, the Town would have 

to get into it. After much discussion, Mayor McNeill told Deacon Galbreath that the Town would allow

 Pilgrim Church to use the property for: parking, maintaining the grounds from debris, but no

 structures would be allowed on the lot. Mayor McNeill asked the Board members to ride by the

 church frequently and see if they have any concerns or questions to see the manager, and if any, will 

sit down and work it out.

Mayor McNeill stated that Commissioner Shook could not attend tonight’s meeting.  He had made
plans for vacation many months ahead. The regular board meeting was rescheduled for National 
Night Out.
Mayor McNeill stated that Tim Beasley, Fire Chief, could not be present tonight and asked the Mayor
 to inform the board and citizens that they had moved ahead on their grant.  Every fireman now has 
new turnout gear and they have just placed orders for the other equipment that’s a part of that grant.

Mayor stated that Chief Beasley asked him if he would relate to the board that the firemen are at 
Campbell Soup tonight on a mutual aid training session where they are being given a tour of various
 portions of that building, in case there is ever an emergency or fire and they have to assist that fire
 department that covers Campbell Soup.

Mayor McNeill introduced former Commissioner E.H. Alexander who served the citizens for twenty 

four years.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve a request from Kimley-Horn and Associates

 Inc., for a  Conditional Use Permit under Article V, District Use Regulations, General Business (GB),
 Section 5.d. (6) “Automobile Service Stations” for property located at 908 E. 4th Avenue, Parcel 
#170701040, to construct a fueling station (4 pumps), along with a retail establishment that is 
permitted in the General Business (GB) zoning district.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the
 motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve Resolution #12-08, approving the Town’s
 enforcement of its Subdivision Regulations within the ETJ.  Commissioner Edward Henderson 
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seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor McNeill stated that the following was actually done several months ago, but a former 
employee failed to report it to the Power Agency.  This was for appointments to the North Carolina 
Eastern Municipal Agency (NCEMP) Board of Commissioners as 1st and 2nd  Alternate Positions. 
The two people that were appointed were Commissioner David Shook and Commissioner Edward
 Henderson and this was done by the Board but, did not take an oath for the position, so, 
consequently, Mayor McNeill asked Commissioner Edward Henderson to go over to the clerk and take
 an oath of office for the position of second alternate.  Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds administered 
the oath of office to Commissioner Edward Henderson to serve as second alternate to the North
 Carolina Eastern Municipal Agency Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner David Shook was not in
 attendance for the oath of office.
Mayor McNeill stated that with the Board’s permission he would like to move items #10 – approval of 
Budget Amendment #2013/08/01 and #11, approval of Budget Amendment #2013/08/02 down to 
after Item #15 – Closed Session, and move on to Item #12 – Request form Red Springs & Northern 
Railroad Foundation to construct a Mini Storage Building at the same location where their current 
building is located.  Mayor McNeill stated that the plans submitted are within our zoning 
requirements and to proceed with the project. Mayor McNeill stated that the Town appreciates
 everything that Red Springs & Northern Railroad is doing with the town at Halloween and Christmas
 for the train rides and assisting all the kids getting on the train.
The Board had much discussion regarding the 5 parks that the Town owns and how much renovation is needed.

Commissioner Duron Burney stated that he had spoken with some people in the Southgate
 Subdivision in reference to the basketball courts that are located behind Westgate Terrace.  They
 informed him they would like to have the goals put back at Westgate Terrace.  Commissioner Duron
 Burney stated that he would like to see the basketball goals up at the Westgate area because in the 
past couple of days that he went over there, the majority of the kids who were playing on Brown 
Street are coming from the Southgate Subdivision.  Commissioner Burney stated that he would like 
the basketball courts put back so there would be somewhere for kids to play ball.  Town Manager U.

 James Bennett Patterson passed around pictures of Westgate Terrace with graffiti on the buildings
 that took place about two years.  Mayor McNeill stated that all five of the parks need to be checked
 and asked the manager to have a list of needs for the parks at the September Board meeting.  Mayor
 McNeill requested that Commissioner Duron Burney and Commissioner Murray McKeithan work with
 the Manager to find funding for all the parks to be upgraded.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth 
suggested checking with the Eagle Scouts to see if they would like to participate in this project.
Manager U. James Bennett stated that we now have a grant writer, Leticia Currie, who is working on
 applying for a Parks and Recreation grant.
Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to purchase a 1989 Chevrolet Truck for the Red

 Springs Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in
 favor of the motion.
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Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve the minutes held on July 10, 2012, as
amended.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to go into Closed Session to discuss personnel 
and economic development.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in
 favor of the motion.  Upon returning from Closed Session, Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a 
motion to go back into Regular Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve Budget Amendment #2013/08/01 with the
 request that the Manager provide the details on the expenditures and revenues back to the Board.
  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  Commissioners Murray McKeithan, Edward
 Henderson, Eula C. McNeill and Duron Burney voted in favor of the motion. 
 Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth voted against.  Motion carried – 4 -1 votes.
Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve Budget Amendment #2013-08-02, 

amending the 2012-2013 FY Budget.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor of the motion.
Town Manager U. James Bennett announced to the board that the NCLM Conference will be held in
 Charlotte from October 21-23, 2012.  He stated to the board members if they plan on attending that 
the forms need to be completed and returned  to Town Hall in order to get registered.

There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor McNeill, with the concurrence of the
 Commissioners, adjourned the meeting.









John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:

Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk 
