RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2013
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, August 6, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Eula C. McNeill, David Shook, Edward 				Henderson, Murray McKeithan, and Robert Hollingsworth; Town Manager James 			Bennett, Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds

Absent:		Mayor Pro Tempore Duron Burney

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  Mayor stated that if the board is willing, that that the meeting would pass over the agenda and recess after the Public Hearing was heard.

Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing opened for discussing plans to submit an application for $200,000 to the North Carolina Department of Commerce for the FY 2012 NC Catalyst Grant Program to undertake the construction of eight (8) rental housing units for persons with disabilities, (project) to be located in the 100 block of East 7th Avenue.  No one spoke in favor or against.  Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing closed.

Consent Agenda

A.	Approval of Minutes – July 2, 2013
B.	Approval of Robo Call/Phone Tree
C.	Approval of August 2013 Releases/Refunds Requests

At the Board’s request, Town Manager James Bennett explained that Item B on the consent agenda, the Robo Call/Phone Tree is an automated telephone service that would call town residents and inform them of upcoming events or warn them of service interruption, such as power outages or water breaks.  Town Manager stated that the initial installation would cost $500.00 and a $1.00 fee annually for each customer added to the list.  The fee provides for unlimited calls to a land line or cell phone number.  Anyone can ask that their number be removed from the list.  Town Manager stated that the town will pay for the system with monies from the Water, Sewer, General and Street departments.   Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the complete Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion stating that the board accept the phone tree and to put the money at the manager’s discretion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor McNeill stated that this would be Abbi Overfelts’, editor for the Red Springs Citizen, last meeting to cover.  She has taken another position as editor of the Laurinburg Exchange.  Mayor McNeill  told Mrs. Overfelt that she had done a wonderful job and thanked her.  Mrs. Overfelt stated 
that Scott Witten would be her replacement.
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Commissioner David Shook made a motion to recess the meeting until Tuesday, August 13, 2013 at 7:00 p.m., so the commissioners could attend National Night Out at Tom Cope Park.   Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
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RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RECESSED MEETING
FROM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2013
HELD ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2013
7:00 P.M.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Robert Hollingsworth, Murray McKeithan, 			Edward Henderson, David Shook, Eula C. McNeill and Duron Burney; Town Manager 			James Bennett, Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds and Attorney Thomas Neville with 			Yarborough, Winters and Neville, P.A.

Mayor McNeill opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and stated that because of rushing through our prior meeting to attend National Night Out because it was scheduled at the same time, that the board would back up and have our invocation by the Town’s Human Resources Director, Annette Bryant followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor McNeill stated that the Town, first of all, has a large screen TV and the ability if the board needs to look at any data, we have the ability to see and that all the public has the same ability, but first of all to used by our staff for employees for training and instruction and that sort of thing.  In addition, after many, many years of complaints, microphones have been installed.  The complaints were from those attending, especially when there are a lot of people here that are not able to hear what is being said, and that hopefully, this will correct that.

Mayor McNeill stated that if the board is in agreement that we will start with Item #6: Selection process for the new basketball court.  Mayor McNeill stated that when he spoke to the Manager James Bennett, about this, what we are after here is not to determine where the court is going to go or what, but to come up with a process, so wherever we choose, we are going to have an area that’s going to be easily accessible and that also our Police Department can patrol to try to make it as safe as possible for the kids who will be there.  The Mayor stated that he hoped that we would take in account parking, riding, water fountain, accessibility of it and also signage.  Then come up with a process, perhaps from the neighborhoods where the new basketball court is going to be placed and the motion last month was to put it at either Westgate Terrace or Westside.  The Mayor stated that the manager has come up with an idea for discussion of having a fairly elaborate committee.  So with that said, with the committees to get together to do this or if the board wants to keep it simple, we can have him to basically head it up and first of all have Police Chief Patterson or one of his designee  as well as, the recreation commission and director to perhaps give the manager some input and they can come and give the board some input and ask questions and basically have some type of meeting where we can invite those from the neighborhoods to come in also.  Then we’ll know how we will know exactly how to plan this, but also it will help us in reaching a decision as to which location will be best.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the board on this matter.  Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to table the suggested whole process until we can have further discussion on this 
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matter.  No second was made.  Motion died.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to take the suggested process, along with the leadership of the manager, the Police Department  by his designee, as well as, the recreation commission, because I think we have to cover all points and then will make adjustments as information is given to us.  Mayor McNeil stated that in an attempt to get this issue resolved, perhaps we could have the manager to form a committee of an even number from the Westgate area, as well as the Westside area and for the commissioners to submit names and also we will have a separate report from the Police Department and Recreation Commissioner on their opinions on this project.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill stated that she would like to see the process to  proceed that the Mayor had just described.
 
The manager is to head up the selection process for a new basketball court at Westgate Terrace vs. the Mill Village area.  The committee would consist of 2 representatives from Westgate Terrace; 2-3 representatives from the Board of Commissioners; 2-3 representatives from the recreation committee; 2-3 representatives from citizens at-large; and 1 representative from the police department.  Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to table the selection in order to be discussed further.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill stated that the process needed leadership from the Police Dept., town manager and the recreation dept. and to bring back information to the October meeting. Commissioner Duron Burney told the board members that he does not want to move the basketball court from Westgate Terrace to another location.  He stated that problems will be anywhere it was moved.  Commissioner Burney stated if the town would spend  $5,000 to $6,000 that it could save as much as $15,000 if it would return basketball goals and make necessary improvements to a lot adjacent to the Westgate Terrace complex.  Commissioner Burney stated that “he is trying to save the town money”, saying that instead of constructing a new park on town property in either the Westgate Terrace or Mill Village areas that the old park should just be improved.  He stated that “the bottom line is that we already have a court there.”  “We would not have to buy new rims for goals.  All we would have to do is put a fence up on the back of the property and provide some kind of parking.”  Mayor McNeill and other board members made it clear that the court will be new, and will be built either in the Westgate Terrace or Mill Village area.  Mayor McNeill stated that the board approved $20,000 in the Town’s budget for the construction of a new court and unless the council decides differently, that’s what we are going to do.

Mayor McNeill asked Chief Patterson his opinion.  Chief Patterson stated that they had looked at placing the court back to the Baldwin Street, but when all the rain came, it flooded it out.  So the Chief suggested that the area at the Mill Village is an area that the police department can see at every angle and that they can come in and also that way the Police dept. would have a witness if something happens.  Chief Patterson stated that the only entrance now at Westgate and only way to see is at Apt. 15, because all along  the side of the area is a wooded area.  With this said, Chief Patterson suggested that the basketball court be moved to the Mill Village because of every angle, the police officers can see what they are coming into.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made an amendment to her motion that we will have the manager to get reports and present them to the board from the 
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Recreation Commission and the Police Chief on their recommendation and respective neighborhoods and to have a public hearing for the citizens’ input.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made an amendment to the motion that Commissioner Duron Burney serve on the Police Dept. Committee.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Commissioner Murray McKeithan requested not to be placed on the selection committee for the new basketball court location as a commissioner but to remain his position on the recreation commission. 

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion that before any final action, that there will be a public hearing held to provide respective neighborhoods a chance to voice their comments and opinions.  She said that she wanted to hear what the public has to say. Commissioner  Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to include Commissioner Duron Burney as a committee member in the selection process from the Police Department  for the new basketball court and to give a report  to the board and manager and then have a public hearing for the people in that neighborhood.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

 Mayor McNeill introduced John Astell, a representative from BB&T who addressed the board on Identity Theft.  Mr. Astell stated that BB&T is part of the community and wanted to come and talk about Identity Theft.  He stated that Identity Theft is the number one crime in the U.S. as the fastest growing crime and every year there is about 10 million victims of Identify Theft.  Mr. Astell stated that anyone that banks with BB&T can add this protection onto their account.  IT occurs when you don’t shred your documents or your mail box is raided.  IT in most cases is preventable.  You can take steps to protect yourself from IT by shredding documents and storing in a safe place.  He encouraged people to take those steps and not become a victim.  BB&T is happy to offer to employees who bank with BB&T of the town, protection and also some extra benefits.  Mr. Astell passed out brochures to the board.  He stated that Red Springs has a BB&T located here and what a convenience that would be to add on your account.  It is $6.00 per month and part of the $6.00 which covers your spouse.  – you get $10,000 of IT protection and a full credit check and credit score.  So, if someone was to run your credit somewhere or run to check your score, your Social Security number or apply for a credit card, you would be immediately notified by test message or via e-mail before it spirals out of control.  You can catch those folks with monitoring on the camera.  He stated that there had been cases that the Police Dept. was notified in time to catch folks before they could get away or drafted out of account.  Mayor McNeill thanked Mr. Astell for his presentation.
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Manager stated that the Town’s Health Fair will be held on October 24, 2013.

Manager informed the board that Strata Solar, Inc.’s, request to be annexed into Red Springs Town Limits has not yet filed a formal petition requesting annexation.  Manager stated that everything should be in process for the September Board meeting.  Manager stated that Town Attorney Neil Yarborough would get in touch with him by telephone on Wednesday, August 14, 2013 regarding the annexation documents.

Town Manager gave a report on consideration of hiring a full-time garage mechanic dept. head. He stated that he cannot recommend hiring a full-time garage mechanic and could not justify cost-wise, but it would be based on convenience.    Most repairs cannot be handled at the town garage.   The manager commended Sgt. Joe for saving the town money on tires.  Sgt. Joe got 8 sets of tires from the Hwy Patrol, they were used but in good shape.

Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve an air compressor from the Fire Department as surplus property, valued at $2,000.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Item #10 – Approval of Dayco Lease was not discussed.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to accept the Request for Proposal (RFP) for Municipal Solid Waste and Disposal bid as written.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  An ad for the proposals will be run in the Robesonian.  All bids are to be returned to the town by August 30, 2013.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve a Basic Skills Affiliation/Lease Agreement with Robeson Community College for the use of the American Legion Building  with the exception of the following  changes:  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

2.0	RENTAL
	
	The rental for said premises during said term shall be $375.00 per month due the 1st of each 	month	


5.0	ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS AND UPKEEP (5TH Paragraph)

	In the event of damage caused by the disregard of property, repairs shall be the responsibility 	of the Lessee when proven to be caused by a Robeson Community College student.
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Mayor McNeill stated that the board would like to go into Closed Session to discuss a contract with Dayco.  Attorney Neville stated that he did not advise to allow the board to go into closed session to discuss a contract.  Mayor McNeill stated to table the request to go into Closed Session and that the manager will be talking to various board members to review that section on the current lease and the new lease rate with Dayco and then at the September board meeting the lease can be adopted.  Manager James Bennett also stated that the contract renewal date is in October.

Comments

Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth stated that he wanted the manager to discuss with the NCDOT regarding a caution light being installed at intersection of Hwy. 211 and Old Lowery Road and to make sure it is in process.
 
Mayor McNeill thanked Chief Ronnie Patterson and his staff for a very important bust with investigation and followed up by an arrest for a number of breaking and entering that covers a lot of stolen merchandise and that he understands that things are still moving forward in that.  Mayor McNeill asked Chief Patterson to thank his workers and understands that everyone in the department had a part of work in this area at one time.  Mayor McNeill stated that every officer in the police department had a suspect or someone being interrogated.  

Town Manager James Bennett stated that he had received an e-mail from Commissioner David Shook in regards to the vehicle tax from the tax administrator stating that the money will be collected by North Carolina and they in turn will take a $1.65 and send it back to Robeson County, in which, Robeson County would take 1/5 of it and would send 1.5% to the Town’s Finance Director and then the Town would receive its money.

There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor McNeill, with the concurrence of the Board, adjourned the meeting.




										
						John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

				
Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk



			
							
