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The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, July 7, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough and Town Clerk Letitia Currie 


Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Commissioner Duron Burney to have the invocation.  The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  In observance of the Independence Day Holiday, Mayor McNeill asked all of the Veterans to please stand so that we may recognize them and thank them for their service to our Country.

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie reported that there were three people signed up for the Public Input Session:  Mr. Willie Patterson, Ms. Kimberly England and Mr. Timothy Peterkin.

Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Willie Patterson to come forward.  Mr. Patterson spoke to the Board about things going on in the Town.  He noted that thing in Red Springs were better, however, he did not like the Parking Ordinance.  He felt the community was small, some of the roads were small and when people parked on the street it made traffic flow hard and was a danger for the children who played in the streets.  He would like to see the Board have No Parking signs and small streets to restrict parking.

Mayor McNeill asked Ms. Kimberly England to come forward.  Ms. England stated that she was representing the Red Springs Chamber of Commerce.  She wanted to thank the Board for extending the Town Manager’s contract and for their support of the Chamber of Commerce, the local businesses and the residences.  She noted that she appreciated being able to call on the Town Manager and his staff at any time and thanked the Town Manager, his staff and the Board for a Job well done.

Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Timothy Peterkin to come forward.  Mr. Peterkin stated he wanted to speak on behalf of the business owners.  He noted that when he was looking for a place to open his office in Red Springs, he was fortunate enough to have contacts to help him, but not everyone is that fortunate.  He wanted to remind the Board that it is very important for the Town to utilize online resources so that others who are looking to locate in Red Springs will be able to see what is available in Red Springs, even if they do not have local contacts.

Mayor McNeill thanked everyone that spoke this evening and reminded them that the Board appreciated their comments.




                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – June 2, 2015 Board Meeting and June 11 Recessed Meeting
B. Approval of Minutes – June 2, 2015 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of Minutes – June 18, 2015 Special Called Board Meeting
D. Approval of July 2015 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the consent agenda and asked the will of the Board.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items A through D.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – APOSTLE BUIE
Mayor McNeill presented Apostle Anthony A. Buie with a Red Springs Coin in appreciation for all he does for the Town and thanked him for being a part of our community.  

PRESENTATION TO ELMA PATTERSON
Mayor McNeill recognized Ms. Elma Patterson for participation in and completion of the NC Rural Center REDI Program.  He explained the NC Rural Center Rural Economic Development Institute (REDI) Program and thanked Ms. Patterson for her participation in the program.  He also thanked Ms. Patterson for her continued support of the Red Springs STEP program and all she does in the community.

Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Derrick Edge, Electrical Director and his staff to step forward.  Mayor McNeill reported that the Electric Department Staff had taken part in training.  He recognized Mr. Josh Phillips for completing the Level I Lineman Program and the Level II Lineman Program and recognized Mr. Brian Cummings for completing the Level II Lineman Program; Mr. Edge accepted Mr. Cummings certificate as he was unable to attend the meeting.

STATE TREASURY LETTER (THOMPSON, PRICE, SCOTT, ADAMS, CPA) – ALAN THMPSON
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Alan Thompson of Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams, CPA Firm, the Town’s Audit Firm, to come forward to discuss the Letter from the State Treasury Office.  Mr. Thompson reported explained the letter to the Board and reported that he had already responded to the letter.  He noted that the Books for the Town needed to be closed sooner so that the Audit could be completed and sent to the State in a timelier manner.  He also reported that he had offered his assistance to the Town Finance Department if needed to help make the process smoother and the turnaround time quicker this year.  He reported that the Town did not need to do anything at this time concerning the letter from the State Treasury Office.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan asked if the responsibility to complete the Audit and get it to the State was the responsibility of the Town or the Audit firm.  Mr. Thompson reported it is both the Town’s and the Audit Firm’s responsibility and the Mr. Thompson has offered to help the Town with the Town’s portion.    

UPDATE ON ELECTRIC CONVERSION SMART METERING – DERRICK EDGE
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Mr. Derrick Edge, Electrical Director to come forward to give the Board an update on the Electric Conversion and Smart Metering.  Mr. Edge stated that he wanted the Board to know that the Electric Conversion was not at a standstill.  He reported that he and Alan Cobb, the contractor hired to work on the conversion are steadily working on plans for the conversion.  Mr. Edge hopes that by mid-November the mapping will be complete and everything will be ready to send bids out.  He noted that he and Town Manager Bennett had spoken with Mr. Bartholomew about the money through the Rural Development Electric Program and had discussed the interest rates on a 30 year loan.  Mr. Edge also gave the Board an update on Smart Metering.  He reported that the Town was working with ElectriCities to get a count of Demand Meters to get an accurate count of how many meters we will need.  He noted that we should have those numbers by the first of August.  Mr. Edge also reported that the Town is also working on a rate study that should be complete in August.  He noted that he and Town Manager Bennet had spoken with Mr. R L Willoughby concerning the study earlier in the day. Town Manager Bennett noted that the Town was looking at storing supplies for the Electric Conversion in the unleased portion of the Sanfatex Building.          

PARKING ORDINANCE – JAMES BENNETT, TOWN MANAGER
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Town Manager James Bennett to report on the Parking Ordinance.  Town Manager Bennett reported that a restaurant was looking to open on Main Street but was concerned about accessibility and parking.  Town Manager Bennett had asked the Code Administrator to review the parking ordinance for Main Street.  He reported that he had spoken with Chief Patterson and the merchants on Main Street about the Parking ordinance and enforcing the Parking ordinance.  He noted that the enforcement would be done by the Police Department.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth asked if the Parking Ordinance was being enforce on Main Street, could it be enforced at places like Food Lion as well where people are parking in No Parking Zones.  Commissioner Duron Burney agreed.  Commissioner Edward Henderson asked about the difference between A and B in Schedule II No Parking and Restricted Parking of the Parking Ordinance.  He noted that there was confusion as to if parking was prohibited at all times as stated in A or Time Limited Parking as stated in B.  Mayor McNeill suggested that maybe there was an error in the ordinance.  He suggested that Andy Connor, the Code Administrator and Town Manager Bennett look into the Parking Ordinance, get the correct wording,  rewrite the ordinance and have it for the August Board Meeting.  Commissioner Burney asked Chief Patterson if he had the man-power need to enforce the Parking Ordinance for Main Street.  Chief Patterson reported that it would be tough with the staff he had but it would have to be done.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to rewrite the Parking Ordinance (particularly as it pertains to Main Street parking) and bring it back before the Board at the August meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
      

EPA UPDATE
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Public Services Director Tim Mauldin to come forward to give the Board an update on the EPA and the Town’s mercury levels.  Mr. Mauldin reported that the Town has a new permit.  He noted that the permit allows the Town to now test the water monthly versus the old permit which required weekly testing.  He also noted that in the past three months the mercury levels have dropped however we still have not met the compliance levels.  Mr. Mauldin reported that he and Town Manager Bennett had met with the Corp. of Engineers to discuss dredging Little Raft Swamp.  He noted that the Corp. of Engineers suggested the Town did not need to dredge Little Raft Swamp.  However spraying and removing the Alligator Grass and Vegetation would be a better and less costly option to help the flow. Mr. Mauldin reported that with the new permit and the clearing of the swamp, it is his hopes that the mercury levels for the Town will continue to decrease.  He also noted that cleaning the lines and the grant from CDBG to replace some of the sewer lines would help with the mercury levels as well.  Mr. Mauldin reported that the Town had switched laboratories completing the testing and that the Town had noticed a drop in the mercury levels since the change in labs.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth asked Mr. Mauldin is the Public Works department had begun spraying for mosquitos.  Mr. Mauldin reported that the mosquito sprayer was not working; a new machine had been ordered and would be in in two weeks.  Mayor McNeill and the Board discussed the mercury level proble in the Town and what the Town was doing to correct the problem.  


COMMENTS
Mayor McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into Closed Session, but first wanted to know if the Board had any comments.  

Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan thanked Mr. Bennett and his staff for their support during the Little League Tournament the Town Hosted during the weekend.  He reported that because of all the hard work the Town put in to hosting the event, the Town received the Sportsmanship Trophy which would be on display at Town Hall.

Commissioner Edward Henderson thanked everyone for coming out.  He talked about the fiber optics cables that were being installed for Wi-Fi purposes and asked that the Town Manager follow-up to get information about how the fiber optics could be beneficial to the citizens and how the citizens could access the Wi-Fi.  Commissioner Henderson also asked if he could make a motion to repeal an ordinance that the Town had to not pick up electronics that were put out as trash.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  He felt that it was a burden on the citizens to take heavy electronics and discard of them.  The Board discussed this ordinance and asked Mr. Tim Mauldin, Public Services Director his thoughts.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to table the discussion of this ordinance until the Town Manager could get more information and bring it back to the August Board Meeting. Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Commissioner Duron Burney thanked everyone for coming out and invited everyone to the Red Springs Community Watch meetings on the third Tuesday of the month at the Community Center.

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill Thanked everyone for coming and noted it was a good thing that Town Manager Bennett pushed for the installation of the fiber optics.

Commissioner David Shook asked everyone to be mindful of the Recycling Center.  He asked that if anyone sees someone abusing the center as a trash dump to please let the Town know so that we can make sure to keep the area clean.

Town Manager Bennett reported that the Town had installed cameras at the Recycling Center and that he and Mr. Mauldin would be reviewing those cameras for violators.  He also reminder the Board about the Fun Day event at Chavis Locklear park on July 11th hosted by 104.5 and Cycle NC coming to Red Springs on October 1, 2015.

Mayor McNeill reminded the Board that the fiber optic installation project is a Lumbee River EMC Project.  He gave and update on the project and asked Town Manager Bennett to follow-up with Lumbee River EMC.  He also gave an update on Cycle NC coming to Red Springs.

CLOSED SESSION
Hearing no more comments, Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege to discuss the case pertaining to Southern Environmental Law and (a) (4) To discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body, including agreement on a tentative list of economic development incentives that may be offered by the public body in negotiations, or to discuss matters relating to military installation closure or realignment.  Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to accept property from Robeson County on West Fourth Avenue that has been condemned for the purposes of taxes.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

With no further business to discuss, Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

								

												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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