The Town of Red Springs Board of Commissioners Meeting
Minutes

Tuesday, April 2, 2013

8:00 p.m.
The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. in the Town Council Room at Town Hall.

Present:
Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Duron Burney, Eula C. McNeill, David Shook, 


Edward Henderson and Murray McKeithan; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk 

Barbara H. Bounds and Town Attorney G. Neil Yarborough

Absent:

Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth

The Mayor welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  Mayor McNeill asked Commissioner Murray McKeithan to give the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Case #13-04
Mayor  McNeill declared the public hearing open for discussion for a request from Mike Woods, President of Mike Woods Electrical Construction Utilities, (MWEC) located at 312 West 4th Avenue, Red Springs, NC for a conditional use permit under Article V, District Use Regulations, Section 6, Item d.(7) (I) Industry, allowing Service Stations and Other Auto Oriented Business Establishments.  The purpose of this request is to acquire an auto dealer’s license to use within MWEC.  Mike Woods spoke in favor of the request.  Sheila Williams spoke for the community saying that as long as the business was “not going to become a car lot,” that she and her neighbors “had no objection.”  The Mayor declared the Public Hearing closed.

 Case #13-05

Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing open for discussion for a request from Otis Flowers to rezone property located at 12820 Hwy 71 N. Red Springs, NC from Residential to General Business (GB) under Article V, District Use Regulations, Section 5, Item d. (2), allowing Auto Garages and Other Related Businesses.  This property is in the Town’s one mile extraterrestrial jurisdiction.  The purpose of the request is to sell tires and to repair auto and tire repair.  According to Planning Board Chairman, Wilson Ray, Otis Flowers wants to open an automotive garage at 12820 NC 71 North, where a garage has been operated twice before by different owners, each time before the ETJ zoning ordinance had come into effect.  Chairman Ray stated that if Mr. Flowers were to open a garage before a year had passed, his business would fall under “grandfather” clause that would allow him to operate as a non-conforming business, but the planning board must first find out exactly when the business closed.  Chairman Ray stated that if the zoning does come under review and is changed, that anything from a 
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shopping center to a motel or convenience store could operate in that space.  No one spoke in favor or against.  The Mayor declared the Public Hearing closed.
 Mayor McNeill asked the Town Clerk if anyone had signed up for the Public Input Session.  The Town Clerk replied no.
Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.

A. Minutes – Tuesday, March 5, 2013

B.  Approve April 2013 Releases/Refunds
Case #13-04
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to follow the Planning Boards request from Mike Woods, President of Mike Woods Electrical Construction Utilities (MEWC) located at 312 West 4th Avenue, Red Springs, NC for a conditional use permit under Article V, District Use Regulations, Section 6, Item d. (7) Industry (I), allowing Service Stations and Other Auto Oriented Business establishments.  The purpose of the request is to acquire an auto license to use within MWEC.  Town attorney Neil Yarborough stated that the town needs an amendment before approving, stating the following stipulations:

1) No more than three (3) unlicensed vehicles be allowed on the property at a time

2) No signage indicating for sale car lot 
3) No retail sale/resale of vehicles or to perform other automobile services
Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
#13-05
Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to table the request from Otis Flowers to rezone property located at 12820 NC Hwy 211 North, Red Springs, NC from Residential to General Business (GB) under Article V, District Use Regulations , Section 5, Item d. (2) allowing auto Garages and other Related Businesses.  This property is in the Town’s one mile extraterrestrial jurisdiction.  The purpose of the request is to sell tires and to repair auto and tire repair.  According to Planning Board Chairman Wilson Ray, Otis Flowers wants to open an automotive garage at 12820 NC 71 North, where a garage has been operated twice before by different owners, each time before the Town’s ETJ zoning 
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ordinance had come into effect.  Chairman Ray stated that if Mr. Flowers were to open a garage before a year has passed, his business would fall under the “grandfather” clause that would allow him to operate as a non-conforming business, but the planning board must first find out exactly when the business closed and then the process will continue.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Mayor McNeill introduced Bo Dent, federal wildlife damage control agent.  Mr. Dent stated that he had located three beaver dams in Little Raft Swamp located between Third Avenue and Shannon Road and also behind Flora Macdonald Academy.  The dams are causing water to back up into residents’ yards.   Mr. Dent brought a quote for the amount of $2500 that included trapping of the beavers and removal of each dam by dynamite or digging, but the contract would expire at the end of the agency’s fiscal year on September 30, 2013.  If the Board were to sign a contract after the agency’s fiscal year begins, it would receive the service through September, 2014.  Commissioner Burney asked Mr. Dent when is the active season for the beavers, in which Mr Dent replied in October and November.  There would have to be a service agreement or maintenance contract that would cover only one job for the removal of the beavers.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to table and look at other  options and to stretch the contract as far as possible.  Commissioner Duron Burney disagreed saying that the board “might want to sit on it” but it should take action as soon as possible to “look out for the residents of that area. Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to proceed with the contract.  Motion did not get a second.
Mayor McNeill presented the “March 2013 Student of the Month” Proclamation to :

Dana Lamberton, Freshman at Flora Macdonald Academy
Mayor McNeill presented the “April 2013 Student of the Month”  Proclamation to:

Jessica Williams, Senior at Red Springs High School

Kade McPhaul – Junior at Flora Macdonald Academy
Town Manager James Bennett stated that Stuart Terrill, the Town of St. Pauls Administrator has resigned from his position as Town Administrator.  Mr. Terrill was the Town of St. Pauls representative to the Bragg Regional Alliance Commission. Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to appoint Town Manager U. James Bennett as the Town of Red Springs’ representative to the Bragg Regional Alliance Commission.  His appointment must be approved by the Robeson County Municipal Association.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve Resolution #13-11, approving the Charter and North Carolina Open Meetings Law – Change the time of the Red Springs Board of Commissioners meeting time from 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Mayor McNeill introduced Juan Pecina and Tim Parnell who are members on the Farmers Market committee.  They gave an update on the Farmers Market project.  Mr. Parnell stated that the farmers market would not be any expense to the Town.  The vendors would pay for things by paying $8.00 for rental space.  The Farmers Market will take up about one and a half acres on West Fourth Avenue, near the railroad tracks.  The market will be open Fridays and Saturdays from 7:00 am until 7:00 pm and will consist of 75 percent produce or food items and 25% crafts.  A structure will most likely not be built until next season, but a sink will be placed near two (2) portable toilets.  Mr. Parnell stated that there could be some possibilities for the railroad to combine with the yearly street fair.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve amended Ordinance #13-04, regulating itinerant merchants, food vendors and flea markets.   The ordinance was amended to add: 

ITEM #7. – Non-Profits may hold two (2) events annually at locations other than their primary 
location.  
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
George Hall, Public Works Director, gave an update on the new addition to Alloway Cemetery.  He stated that the new addition is ready to be laid off and should be completed in about one month.    The addition is about 2 acres and the headstones are not to be more than 1 inch above ground.  That way, the town can perform the maintenance when weed eating.  Mr. Hall stated that hopefully, the cemetery will be self-supporting.  Commissioner David Shook  made a motion to approve George Hall to proceed with the cemetery.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.   

The Town Manager gave an update regarding immediate repairs for the Police Dept, particularly a leaky roof that has damaged other areas of the building and repairs to the evidence room. The board also discussed changing one of the rooms into offices.  The Mayor asked the Town Manager to find out about the court money and give him an update.
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Commissioner David Shook made a motion to appoint Howard Batton to serve on the Cemetery Committee, replacing Robbie VanHoy.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Mayor McNeill gave an update on the International Conference Shopping Centers Conference that he and Town Manger James Bennett attended in Charlotte.  The Mayor stated that he and the manager handed out 1 page brochures to businesses who would like to come to Red Springs.   Mayor McNeill stated that two retailers had shown interest in the town since the Conference, at which time businesses were given information about area demographics.  Mayor McNeill said that eight companies had viewed a flash drive containing information about the town.  Mayor stated that he feels good that in about 2 years, we could see results.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve, collectively, Budget Amendments:  #2013-13-01,#2013-13-02, #2013-13-03, #2013-13-04, #201313-05.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve the revised fee schedule for the Community Building.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Comments

Town Manager James Bennett announced that the Dedication Ceremony for the naming of the Little League Park to Chavis-Locklear Park will be held on Saturday, April 13, 2013 at 9:00 a.m.  This is also Opening Day for Dixie Youth baseball.
There being no further business to be discussed, the Mayor, with the concurrence of the Commissioners, adjourned the meeting.









John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:



Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk
