TOWN OF RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2013

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:
Mayor John M. McNeill, Commissioners Duron Burney, Eula C. 




McNeill, David Shook, Edward Henderson, Murray McKeithan and 



Robert Hollingsworth; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk 



Barbara H. Bounds and Town Attorney G. Neil Yarborough

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone, and then asked Mayor Pro Tem Duron Burney to give the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor McNeill asked Town Clerk Barbara Bounds if anyone had signed up for the Public Input Session.  Town Clerk replied no.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
A. Minutes – Regular Meeting – February 5, 2013

B. February Releases/Refunds Request

C. 2013 Powell Bill Street Status

Mayor McNeill presented a Proclamation for the “March 2013 Student of the Month” to Andrea Melton, a senior from Red Springs High. Andrea’s parents and grandparents were present.  Dana Lamberton, a freshman from Flora Macdonald was not present to receive her proclamation.  Dana will be present to receive her proclamation at the April 2nd board meeting.

Mayor McNeill recognized Johnny Robertson, who is Co-chair of the STEP program.   Mayor McNeill expressed to Mr. Robertson what an absolutely great job has been done with the STEP program, and how it has helped the Town in so many different ways.  Mayor McNeill stated that a group of STEP members had just recently gone to a Main Street Conference in Sallisbury, which was very informative. 
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Mr. Robertson stated that more commissioners and leaders need to get involved in the STEP program.  The STEP Committee meets every 3rd Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Building.
Mayor McNeill introduced Dr. David E. Brooks, DVM, a veterinarian from Pembroke and a member of the Robeson County Veterinary Medical Association (RCVMA).  Dr. Brooks shared information with everyone stating that the RCVMA is planning its 6th semiannual spay/neuter improves pets (SNIP) county wide program for March 4th – 16th.   This program will offer a discounted spay/neuter clinic for dogs and cats.   Dr. Brooks passed out information explaining the details and asked that everyone spread the word.  Mayor McNeill thanked Dr. Brooks for the information.
Town Manager James Bennett introduced, Juan Pecina, a member of the Town’s Farmer’s Market Committee.  Mr. Pecina gave an update regarding the future Farmer’s Market.  He distributed pictures that displayed a layout of the spaces for booths and parking spaces and the type of vegetables and fruits that are in season and when to plant and harvest.  The mayor asked the manager what action was needed to be taken tonight.  The manager replied to approve this particular concept for the Farmer’s Market and then everything should be ready to go.  Manager James Bennett stated that the opening day would be Friday, April 5, 2013.   The schedule for the Farmer’s Market will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. – Friday and Saturday.   The manager stated that we have farmers already calling to find out about displaying their produce at the market.  The manager stated that the concept of the farmer’s market is to provide nutritional and healthy vegetables.  Crafts made by folks here and around the area will also be sold at the market.  Commissioner David Shook wanted to know if selling vegetables once a year in his mother’s yard for the church group would be allowed.  Town attorney stated that this does not apply to local churches or citizens who sell from their property.  After much discussion, the mayor told the commissioners if they have any specific concerns or questions to discuss with the manager and he will discuss with the town attorney to come up with something that we can accomplish, so that the town of Red Springs can have a productive Farmer’s Market to be presented at the April board meeting.  No fees have been set to sell at the Farmer’s Market.
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Mayor McNeill stated that in the past year, the Town has only profited $6,000 for the rental of the Community building.  He stated that a revision needs to be made because some were charged for use of the building and some were not.  The revision is to utilize the building more and the exception is that everyone will pay a rental fee, including an attendant fee.  The mayor stated that the Community Building never had any hard-fast rules and that is what is trying to be done, so that everyone will pay except, governmental agencies (such as the Town itself or the County or State).  Other than that, every club, individual, church, etc., if you use the community building, you pay because it is costing the citizens of the Town to be used. Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to approve a rental fee revision for the Red Springs Community Building.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Mayor McNeill appointed Commissioner David Shook  and Commissioner Eula C. McNeill to meet with Town Manager James Bennett to discuss a rental fee revision for the Community Building(i.e.)   to offer some kind of discount for someone who utilizes it more than at certain times of the year.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the selection of McGill Associates, the engineering firm for replacement of the filters at the Water Department, pending that the town manager successfully negotiates a contract and confers with the Town’s attorney.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to table Ordinance #13-06, amending §50.52, Billings; Penalties; and Notices of the Red Springs Code of Ordinances.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  The Mayor asked the manager to look at other towns and compare.
Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to table Ordinance #13-07 regulating the Town’s new cemetery section until the April board meeting and refer back to the Cemetery Committee.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
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Commissioner Eula C. McNeill  made a motion to approve Resolution #13-08, approving loan refinancing for the Sanfatex Building, giving manager permission to negotiate the rate.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve Resolution #13-09, approving a loan reimbursement for the purchase of land for a recreation complex.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve Resolution #13-10, of tentative award of bids for the Town of Red Springs’ Water Tank Removal and Water Line Replacement project.   Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve Budget Amendment #2013-03-01, amending the 2012-2013 FY Budget.   Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Mayor McNeill stated that he would like to reappoint Alton McNeill to serve another 3 year term on the ABC Board Commission and to appoint C.G. Arrington for a 3 year term to replace Garland Arrington, who chose not to be reappointed.  Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve the Mayor’s recommendation.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to appoint Police Chief Ronnie Patterson to serve on the Robeson County Transportation Committee.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
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Comments
Commissioner Duron Burney asked the board if the time of the Board meetings could be changed to meet at 7:00 p.m. rather than 8:00 p.m.  Town Attorney Neil Yarborough replied that he would check in to this. 
Town Manager James Bennett announced to everyone that Saturday, April 13, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. is Opening day for Dixie Youth baseball and renaming of the park.

There being no further business to be discussed, with the concurrence of the Mayor, the Commissioners adjourned the meeting.








John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:

Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk

