Board of Commission Meeting 
Minutes 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 	
 (
4-A
) RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2016
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Caroline Sumpter; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Shearlie McBryde, Murray McKeithan and Eula C. McNeill; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough and Town Attorney Tim Smith

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting, welcomed everyone.  He asked Reverend Chris Edmunds of Jones Chapel Baptist Church to have the Invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of January 5, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes 
B. Signatory Form – Dept. of Commerce – CDBG Grant
C. Utility Refunds/ Releases
D. Budget Amendment #2016-02-01
E. Budget Amendment #2016-02-02
F. Budget Amendment #2016-02-03
G. Budget Amendment #2016-02-04
H. Budget Amendment #2016-02-05

Mayor John M. McNeill explained the purpose of the Consent Agenda for those in attendance and then reviewed the list of items on the consent agenda, explained the releases and refunds, and asked the will of the Board concerning the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adopt the consent agenda excluding with a friendly amendment to remove items A:  Approval of January 5, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes and B: Signatory Form – Dept. of Commerce – CDBG Grant.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Mayor Pro tem Caroline Sumpter noted that on Item A; Approval of the January 5, 2015 Board Minutes, there were some changes that needed to be made to the minutes.  First, on the first page in the section listing those present, Mayor Pro Tem needed to be changed to Caroline Sumpter and Murray McKeithan listed as a Commissioner; second, the Citizen of the Month needs to be changed from Fran Ray to Adelaide Shoemaker; and third, the word Harambee is spelled wrong in the last paragraph on page three.   Mayor Pro Tem Sumpter also noted that Item B: Signatory Form – Dept. Of Commerce – CDBG Grant that the Mayor Pro tem needed to be changed from Murray McKeithan to Caroline Sumpter.     With no further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter made a motion to adopt Item A:  Approval of January 5, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes and Item B: Signatory Form – Dept. of Commerce – CDBG Grant as amended.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – CARNETTA MCDOUGALD
Mayor McNeill asked Ms. Carnetta McDougald and her husband to come forward.  He presented Ms. McDougald with the February 2016 Citizen of the Month Award and presented to her a framed proclamation in appreciation for all she does for the Town.

BRIAN KELLEHER OF MCGILL – DRYING BEDS
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Mr. Brian Kelleher of McGill to come forward to give a presentation on the Town’s Drying Beds and a Dewatering Process.  Mayor McNeill noted that Mr. Kelleher was not with the same McGill that is currently working on our Water/Sewer Projects, but an environmental company specializing in dewatering.  Mr. Kelleher came forward and present information to the Board about McGill, handling sludge and the Dewatering Methodology.  He reviewed the Dewatering process with the Board and showed pictured of the process.

Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Tim Mauldin, Public Services Director, to come forward to discuss the Town’s Drying beds.  He explained that we currently have 6 drying beds but only us 4 of those.  Mr. Mauldin showed pictures of the drying beds and explained that each drying bed was supposed to have 6 inches of sand, special sand, which was not currently in the drying beds.  He noted that the drying beds were in need of being updated.

Commissioner Duron Burney asked if switching to the dewatering process would illuminate the need for the drying beds.  Mr. Mauldin reported that yes switching to the dewatering process would illuminate the need for the drying beds.  The Board discussed the price of the dewatering process proposed by McGill versus the price of upgrading the drying beds.  The Board also discussed the affect the dewatering process would have in the mercury level of the Town’s water.   Mayor McNeill suggested that we get some more costs estimates on both methods and visit some towns that are currently doing the dewatering process suck as Pembroke and St. Pauls.

JERRY LOWERY – CONNECT NC
Mayor McNeill reported that Mr. Jerry Lowery had something come up last minute and would not be able to make it to the meeting tonight to discuss Connect NC.  Mayor McNeill explained Connect NC and the Bond Referendum to the Board and those in attendance.  Mayor McNeill explained what the money would be used for such things as water upgrades, the college system and the community college system.  Mayor McNeill reviewed the Resolution of Support for Connect NC Bond Referendum to the Board.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter made a motion to adopt the Resolution of Support for Connect NC Bond Referendum.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
  
ADD ON – GAS PIPELINE RESOLUTION
Mayor McNeill reported that THE Gas Pipeline Resolution had been discussed at the Robeson County Municipal Association Meetings and at a meeting in November to discuss the gas pipeline and its benefits to the county.  He reminded the Board that the Gas Pipeline will have many benefits for the county and will come within about 8 miles of Red Springs.  Mayor McNeill read and reviewed the Resolution of Support for Atlantic Coast Pipeline to the Board and asked the will of the Board.    Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to adopt the Resolution of Support for Atlantic Coast Pipeline.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

FARMER’S MARKET ENGINEERING CONTRACT AND RESOLUTION
Mayor McNeill reported the Board had before them an engineering contract for the Red Spring’s Farmer’s Market which is part of the USDA RBEG grant the Town was awarded.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to honor the proposed engineering agreement.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Mayor McNeill said that he thought that manager had the authority to execute signing on the Farmer’s Market but restated that if anyone had any problems with that being the case.  None did.

RESOLUTION-TITLE 1 FEDERAL HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACT (SEWER LINE PROJECT)
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Bill Cowan of McGill Associates to come forward to talk with the Board about the Resolution for the CDBG Program and the Sewer Line Project.  Mr. Cowan reported that there were actually two items that the Board would need to pass this evening; the first being a resolution to give the Mayor and Town Manager authorization to sign documents for the grant and the second was a resolution authorizing the signatures of the Mayor, the Town Manager and the Finance Director on reimbursement forms.  Mayor McNeill asked that the Board look at and take each item individually.  The first item was the Resolution authorizing Mayor McNeill and Town Manager James Bennett to execute grant #15-I-2750 and sign documents pertaining to said grant.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board.   Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to adopt the Resolution to authorize Mayor McNeill and Town Manager James Bennett to execute and sign all documents pertaining to grant #15-I-2750.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

The second matter was a resolution authorizing the signatures of the Mayor, the Town Manager and the Finance Director on reimbursement forms.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board.   Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to adopt the Resolution authorizing the signatures of the Mayor, the Town Manager and the Finance Director on reimbursement forms pertaining to grant #15-I-2750.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

RESOLUTION-RESTRICTIVE COVENANT (CHAVIS/LOCKLEAR PARK - PARTF)
Mayor McNeill asked Town Attorney Neil Yarborough to speak about the Restrictive Covenant for the Chavis/Locklear Park.  Town Attorney Yarborough reported that he had drawn up the Restrictive Covenant and had worked with the grant representative at PARTF to make sure the wording fit their grant requirements.  He reminded the Board that the land was purchased with money from PARTF which was the reason we have to add a Restrictive Covenant to the deed which just stated that we would only use the land for park purposes.  Town Attorney Yarbrough explained the restriction and read the Restrictive Covenant to the Board.  He noted that this is a great requirement and he was in approval of the Restrictive Covenant.    Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to adopt the Restrictive Covenant for Chavis/Locklear Park.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

ADD ON – ZV SOLAR FARM #2
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Andy Connor, Code Administrator to come forward to discuss a request to extend the permit for ZV Solar Farm #2.  Mr. Connor reported that Mr. Phillip Martin of Cypress Creek Renewables is requesting an extension on the Permit for the ZV Pate Solar Farm #2.  Mr. Martin would like to extend the permit from ending in February 4, 2016 until March 15, 2016.  The Board originally gave a 90-day extension to the Solar Farm to begin building.  ZV Solar Farm #1 and ZV Solar Farm #3 have begun construction but ZV Solar Farm #2 has not yet begun, thus Mr. Martin would like to extend the permit until the middle of March to get construction of #2 underway.  As a note, the ZV Pate Solar Farm #2 has been voluntarily annexed into the Town of Red Springs.  Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Connor to please check with the group about the green barrier that was a condition of the permit and see if they could get started on getting that in place.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the request for the extension.   Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to grant the requested extension.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  





COMMENTS
Town Manager James Bennett announced that he had sent out 2 dates in March for the Board’s Annual retreat.  He reported that the first date in March of March 18th and 19th was not available because LRCOG’s Conference Center was not available.  However, the date of March 25 and March 26 are available and wanted to get the Board’s thoughts.  Commissioner Shearlie McBryde noted that March 27th was Easter.  After some discussion and a reminder that Town Hall was closed on Friday, March 25, the Board decided to look at other dates and noted that we would probably have to move into April.  Mayor McNeill aske Town Manager Bennett to get a few dates and e-mail the Commissioners to see what would work.

Town Manager Bennett reported that the Committee of 100 Dinner was coming up on Tuesday, February 16, 2016.  He asked the Board to let him or Town Clerk Letitia Currie if they wanted to attend the event and the Town would get tickets.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter reported she would like to attend and Commissioner Duron Burney reported he would like to attend.

Mayor John M. McNeill wanted to say congratulations to Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter for being in the paper as a young leader.

CLOSED SESSION
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege and (a) (6)   To consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee..  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.



												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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