TOWN OF RED SPRINGS
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2012
The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, December 4, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. in the Town Council Room at Town Hall.
Present:
Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, David Shook, Eula C. McNeill and Duron Burney; Town Manager U. James Bennett and Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds

Absent:
Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  The Red Springs Fire Department was present and the Mayor commended them for all the things they do.

Mayor McNeill asked Pastor Bradley Boberg of the First Baptist Church to lead the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor McNeill asked Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds if anyone had signed up the Public Input Session.  Town Clerk replied no one.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:

A. Minutes – Regular Board Meeting – November 6, 2012

B. December 2012 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor McNeill introduced Alan Thompson, from Thompson, Price, Scott and Adams Accounting Firm, who gave a very encouraging presentation of the Town’s FY 2011-2012 Audit for the Town.  Mayor McNeill commended the town’s staff and board on their work to raise the balance of the General Fund above the state requirement, a threshold that the town has not hit since 2005.

Mayor McNeill presented December 2012 Student of the Month Proclamations to:
A. Blake Greene, Junior at Red Springs High School

B. John Meyer, Sophomore at Flora Macdonald Academy
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Mayor McNeill asked Manager Bennett to discuss the Farmer’s Market study.  Manager Bennett said that about three weeks ago, he had been approached by Commissioner Henderson to look at possible locations for a Farmer’s Market.  They rode around here in Red Springs looking at several sites before deciding on the location on West Fourth Ave.  The property actually belongs to the Town.  Manager Bennett stated that there was another group that was working on the Farmer’s Market and they are the Red Springs Enterprise Alliance group.  Some members of the Alliance group are Willie Goodyear and Tim Heath.  The Alliance group has secured a lease of approximately 95’ along West Fourth Avenue.  Red Springs owns approximately 420’ along West Fourth Avenue.  The purpose of the Farmer’s Market is the encouragement of local grown vegetables and crafts being sold in one location.  Manager Bennett suggested the creation of a Farmer’s Market Committee with representation from the following groups.  
1
Representative from Red Springs Enterprise Alliance

1 
Representative from the Red Springs Board of Commissioners

2
 Local Farmers

1 
Representative from the STEP/the Main Street Program

1 
Representative from the Police Department

1 Citizen
 Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to appoint Commissioner Edward Henderson to a committee that will continue to develop plans for the Farmer’s Market.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Manager Bennett was asked to bring a report back to the Board for the January 2013 meeting.
No one was present for Step Update
Commissioner Duron Burney  made a motion to approve Resolution #12-11, approving the Town’s changing late fee assessments for Utility Rebilling.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve Resolution #12-12, to support the 2013-2015 Funding for Clean Water Management Trust Fund.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted of the motion.
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Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve Budget Amendment #2013-12-01, amending the 2012-2013 FY Budget.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to reschedule the regular Board of Commissioners January, 2013 meeting to be held on Monday, January 7, 2013.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion. The meeting was changed because of New Year’s falling on the Town’s regular meeting date.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Second Addition to Dayco’s Lease Agreement with the Town.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
After much discussion, Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to table any action on a possible exception to an employee policy that requires the town’s fire chief to live within the town limits.  Chief Tim Beasley has purchased land outside of town limits on which he wants to build a home.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
George Hall, Public Works Director, gave a report on Alloway Cemetery.  He stated that currently there are only12 spaces now available and that Section D, if cleared, would create 460 additional plots.  The plots could bring $138,000 in revenue.  Manager Bennett stated that the creation of a cemetery committee needs to be developed for new guidelines for the new section, for example:  1) Not having any monuments and (2) Having everything level for ease of mowing grass.  The Mayor asked the Manager to bring back to the Board a list for a cemetery committee to be involved in the process, so everyone can have some input as to rules and regulations that governs cemeteries.  Mr. Hall stated that three crematories could be used in one plot.  Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Hall to get information on the details for the January meeting to present to the Board in order to figure a way to proceed on what decisions should be made.  After much discussion, Duron Burney made a motion to approve an additional $5,000.00 to clear land at the Alloway Cemetery for the creation of 460 plots.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to go into Closed Session to discuss the sale of property. Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Upon returning from Closed Session, Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to return to Regular Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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Announcements
Police Chief Ronnie Patterson announced that Shop with a Cop would be held Saturday, December 8, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. at Wal-Mart in Lumberton -- there will be 41 kids.

There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor McNeill, with the concurrence of the Commissioners adjourned the meeting.










John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:

Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk
