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 RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
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The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, December 3, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Duron Burney, Commissioners Eula C. McNeill, David Shook, Edward Henderson, Murray McKeithan, and Robert Hollingsworth; Town Manager James Bennett, and Interim Town Clerk Letitia Currie

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming.  Mayor McNeill asked Mayor Pro Tem Duron Burney to lead the invocation.  The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor John M. McNeill stated that we have a Public Hearing tonight for to hear a rezoning request from Lumbee River Electric Membership Corporation.  Mayor McNeill asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak in favor of the request.  Jeff Jackson, Director of Information Technology for Lumbee River EMC, spoke to the board concerning the rezoning request.  Mr. Jackson reported how the property would be used and gave a description of the building Lumbee River EMC planned to build on the property.  Mayor McNeill stated that he had spoken with Mr. Jackson prior to the Board meeting and that Lumbee River EMC had agreed to put up a 20 foot green barrier on the side of the property that bordered the residential area.  Mayor McNeill asked if there was anyone else that would like to speak in favor of the request; being none, the Mayor asked if there was anyone to speak against the request; being none, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.  

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Interim Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was not.  Mayor McNeill explained the Public Input Session of the Board Meeting to those in attendance.

SWEARING IN OF MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS
Mayor John M. McNeill recognized Judge Herbert L. Richardson, Sr. who administered the Oath of Office to Mayor John M. McNeill and to Commissioners Edward Henderson, Murray McKeithan and Eula C. McNeill.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to select Commissioner Murray McKeithan as Mayor Pro Tem.  Commissioner Eula McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor McNeill and Commissioners Edward Henderson, Murray McKeithan and Eula McNeill introduced their families.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – November 2013
B. Approval of December  2013 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board regarding the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

APPROVAL OF LUMBEE RIVER ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION REZONING REQUEST
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor John M. McNeill stated that we had just held the public hearing for the rezoning request from Lumbee River EMC.  Mayor McNeill also noted that the Planning Board met to discuss the request and has made a recommendation to the Board, the only change to the recommendation is the addition of the 20 foot green barrier which Lumbee River EMC agreed to as previously noted in the Public Hearing.  The Mayor asked the will of the Board regarding the approval of Lumbee River EMC’s rezoning request.    Commissioner Eula McNeill made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Planning Board to approve Lumbee River EMC’s rezoning request with the addition of a 20 foot green barrier where the property borders a residential area or residence.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

PRESENTATION: RECOGNTION OF THE 3RD AND 4TH GRADE FLAG FOOTBALL TEAM
Mayor John M. McNeill called the 3rd and 4th Grade Flag Football Team forward.  Town Manager James Bennett introduced the team and noted that they had gone undefeated during the season.   Town Manager Bennett recognized each player and their families as well as the coach and his family.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Mayor John M. McNeill stated the Student of the Month for Flora Macdonald was absent and that we are still working with Red Springs High School on their Student of the Month so we will move on to item number nine on the agenda.

RED SPRINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT REQUEST
Mayor John M. McNeill stated that there had been a meeting with the Town Manager and the Private Ambulance Transport Companies.  Mayor McNeill also noted that the Town Attorney had a recommendation concerning this request.  Mayor McNeill suggested that we table the request at this time so that we can have an opportunity to talk with the Town Attorney and the Private Ambulance Companies so that we can come to some agreement that works for all involved and is in the best interest of our citizens.

RED SPRINGS TAX COLLECTION
Mayor John M. McNeill stated the Board had asked Town Manager James Bennett to meet with the County Tax Collector to talk about Tax Collection in the County and how it affects the Town of Red Springs.  Mayor McNeill asked Town Manager Bennett to give a report on the information gathered at this meeting.  Town Manager James Bennett reported that he, along with Finance Director, Kathy Pittman, met with the County Manager and the County Tax Administrator to discuss Tax Collection for the Town of Red Springs.  Town Manager Bennett reported that the Town would benefit from the Auto Tax Collection and that we are currently at a 91.85% collection rate.  Town Manager Bennett also reported that Finance Director Kathy Pittman was happy with how the County was handling tax collection for the Town and that the County Tax Administrator would be at the January Board Meeting to present to the Board.

Mayor McNeill reminded the Board that the County began collection Town taxes in 2009 and noted that anything prior to 2009 in arrears is still being collected by the Town.  Commissioner David Shook asked the Town Manager how many of the towns in Robeson County have the County collecting taxes for them.  Town Manager Bennett reported that Red Springs, Fairmont, and St. Pauls currently have the County collecting their Town taxes and that Pembroke is getting ready to start having the County collect their Town Taxes.


CLOSED SESSION
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into Closed Session to discuss personnel.  Mayor McNeill explained the need to discuss personnel in Closed Session because of State Privacy Laws.  Prior to asking for a motion to go into Closed Session, the Mayor reported that the Closed Session would not be long and invited those in attendance to wait if they would like.  Mayor McNeill also asked the Commissioners if they had any comments they would like to make.

COMMENTS
Commissioner David Shook reported that he would like to see an Electrical Fund Program set up to help people with hardships pay their Utility Bills.  Commissioner Shook noted that we could ask citizens to add $1.00 to their Utility Bills each month.  These funds would be put into an account and used to help those who need help paying their bills.  Mayor McNeil asked the Town Manager to check with other towns to see what they were doing and to bring it back to the January Boar Meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan stated that he would like thank the citizens for their support.  Commissioner McKeithan also noted that if anyone had concerns or need anything to please contact him.  

Commissioner Eula McNeill stated that she would like to reiterate what Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan had said and she thanked the citizens for their support.

Commissioner Edward Henderson stated that he wanted to thank the Town for allowing him to serve another term on the Board and that he would be meeting with the Town Manager to discuss some of the things he had heard while he was campaigning.

Mayor John M. McNeill stated that he wanted to thank the citizens for returning him to office for another term and he appreciates the opportunity to serve.  Mayor McNeill also thanked Commissioner Duron Burney for serving as the Mayor Pro Tem for the past two years.  Mayor McNeill reminded the Board about the Town’s Annual Christmas Luncheon on Friday, December 13 at 12 noon at the Community Building.  

Town Manager James Bennett reported that there will be a Time of Fellowship for the Men of the Community on Saturday December 14th   at St. Joseph Miracle Revival Center.  Town Manager Bennett gave a quick update report on the beaver trapping.  He reported that Bo Benton with Wildlife Services is currently working on trapping the beavers and that there will be a report at the January Board Meeting.  Town Manager Bennett reported that he was still collecting information for the Board concerning the Garage Mechanic.  Town Manager Bennett reminded the Board about the Red Springs Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 14 at 3 pm.

With no further comments, Mayor McNeill asked if there was a motion to go into Closed Session for the purpose of discussing personnel.  Commissioner Eula McNeill made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All approved the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Eula McNeill seconded the motion.  All approved the motion.



Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.  Mayor McNeill reported that there were two items that needed to be added to the Agenda this evening.  The first of these items is the Waste Management Contract to pick up Commercial Waste.  Mayor McNeill gave an update on the rates to be charged and the 12% franchise fee.  Mayor McNeill reported that even with the addition of the franchise fee, there is still a savings to the customers and the Town.  The franchise fee will be added to the bills by Waste Management as a separate line item.

Mayor John M. McNeill asked the Town Manager to report on the second item which is the Sale of 3 lots located on McLean and Fletcher Street.  Town Manager James Bennett reported that in September we advertised property, 3 lots, for sale on McLean and Fletcher Streets.  Town Manager Bennett reported that the ad read that the minimum bid accepted would $12,000 and that the tax value of the land was $19,600.  Town Manager Bennett reported that the winning bid for the 3 lots was Dr. and Mrs. Montoya for $15,000.  Town Manager Bennett noted that after running the advertisement in the newspaper, the Town received information that there was a fourth lot that went along with the three lots.  Town Manager Bennett reported he had spoken with the Town Attorney concerning adding the fourth lot to the original 3 lots and the Town Attorney has prepared information concerning this matter.  At this time, we need to accept the bid for the 3 lots and authorize the sale of the fourth lot.  The Board discussed authorizing the fourth lot for sale, the size of the lot, the poles and easements on the lot, and the value of the lot.  Mayor McNeill noted that we had already sold the 3 lots to Dr. Montoya.  Mayor McNeill suggested we go ahead with the sale of the 3 lots and advertise the fourth lot for sale in the newspaper.  After some discussion on adding the fourth lot to the original 3 lots and re-advertising, the Mayor noted that we had a buyer for the 3 lots and we need to finalize that transaction and advertise the fourth lot in the newspaper as property for sale.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to authorize the sale of the fourth lot with a minimum bid of $100 with a 10-day bid process.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All approved the motion. 

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Eula McNeill made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All approved.



										
						John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

				
Letitia Currie, Interim Town Clerk	
				

*Amended 01-10-2014 per the request of the Board during the January 7, 2014 Board Meeting			
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