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 RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
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7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and thanked everyone for being there.  He noted to those in attendance that the Board meetings are open to the public and he reminded them about the Public Input portion of the meeting and explained the Public Input process.  Mayor McNeill asked Pastor Brad Boberg of the First Baptist Church to have the invocation and thanked him for all he does for the schools and for the community.  The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A PROPOSED NEW CHURCH CEMETERY
Mayor John M. McNeill opened the Public Hearing for the Conditional Use Permit for a new church cemetery for Freedom Assembly of God.  Mayor McNeill asked if there was anyone that wanted to speak for the Conditional Use Permit.  Pastor Matthew Jones of Freedom Assembly Church of God came forward and spoke for the church in favor of the Conditional Use Permit for the New Cemetery.  Pastor Jones noted that if need be, the church was in favor of moving the cemetery.  Mayor McNeill asked if there was anyone that would like to speak against the Conditional Use Permit.  Ms. Gloria Johnson, a resident of the neighborhood behind the proposed location for the cemetery, spoke against the Conditional Use Permit.  She noted that the cemetery would be located right behind her house and she, along with other residents, was opposed to the cemetery being placed at the proposed sight.    She noted that she attended the second Planning Board meeting and had agreed to moving the cemetery 100 yards, however, she is still opposed to the cemetery.  Ms. Rhonda McBryde, a member of the Jesus Loves you Ministry Church which is located beside the property proposed for the cemetery and a resident of the neighborhood behind the proposed sight for the cemetery, spoke against the Conditional Use Permit.  She noted that the location for the cemetery was right beside her church and would not be beneficial to her church or to her community.  She also noted that the Jesus Loves You ministry Church had maintained the proposed property for years.  She did note that moving the sight 100 yards would be beneficial.  Ms. Lena James, a resident of the neighborhood behind the proposed sight of the cemetery, spoke against the Conditional Use permit and reported that she had a sheet of signatures from all the home owners in the neighborhood who were against the cemetery as well.  

Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Wilson Ray, Chairman of the Red Springs Planning Board to come forward and give the Board an update on the Request for a Conditional Use Permit for a New Cemetery.  Mr. Ray reported that this was about two churches and one cemetery.  He reported that the Planning Board met in August to hear the original request from Freedom Assembly of God concerning a Conditional Use Permit of a New Cemetery which would be located approximately sixty-two yards from the entrance to Jesus loves You Ministry Church.  Mr. Ray reported that at that meeting the Planning Board heard the concerns of the residents and the members of the Jesus Loves you Ministry Church and the Planning Board decided to table the request until they could get more information and come up with a solution.  He reported that before the second meeting of the Planning Board he met with the Surveyor and looked at the sight and discussed the sight with the surveyor.  Mr. Ray reported the Planning Board met for a second time on October 13, 2015 and recommended that the cemetery be moved 100 yards to meet the concerns of all parties; all parties agreed.

Mayor McNeill asked a member of the church to speak about the reason the church chose the location for the cemetery.  Mr. Chris Jones, a member of the Freedom Assembly of God Church spoke to the Board about the location of the cemetery and why the church chose the location.  He also noted that the church had planned on putting a ditch at the edge of the property and doing beatification to that area that was close to the Jesus Loves you Ministry Church and the neighborhood.  He also noted that the church does not want to move the cemetery to the middle of the property because of the growth of the church and the need for more land to develop the church; however, they would be willing to move the church to another area of the property closer to Graham Street.

Mayor McNeill stated that the Board did not want to have to choose between the two churches; therefore he would like for all parties involved to sit down with the Town and come to a solution.  Town Attorney Neil Yarborough suggested that the Board be given a map with the suggest sights and note the sights on the map.  Town Attorney Yarborough also suggested tabling the item and noted that the technical motion should be that the Public Hearing be continued to the next meeting and the approval of the Conditional Use Permit for the New Cemetery be tabled.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth Made a motion for the Public Hearing to be continued to the next meeting and the approval of the Conditional Use Permit for the New Cemetery be tabled.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  


PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – October 6, 2015 Board Meeting and October 27, 2015 Recessed Meeting 
B. Approval of Minutes – October 6, 2015 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of Minutes – October 27, 2015 Closed Session Meeting
D. Approval of November 2015 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the list of items on the consent agenda and asked the will of the Board.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as written.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion. Mayor McNeill reviewed the list of items on the Consent Agenda.   With no further discussion, all voted in favor of the motion.  

BUDGET AMENDMENT 2016-11-01 (ADD ON)
Mayor McNeill reminded the Board that Budget Amendment 2016-11-01 was the Budget Amendment that the Board had removed from the October 27, 2015 meeting because the original amount on the amendment was incorrect.  Mayor McNeill reported that Finance Director Kathy Pittman had corrected the Budget Amendment and it was back before the Board for approval.  He reminded the Board that the amendment was to include funds required to refund the remaining gaming machine Business Licenses paid in FY 2010/2011 and FY2011/2012.  Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion accept Budget Amendment 2016-11-01.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  


CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – Fran Ray
Mayor McNeill reported that Ms. Fran Ray was the November 2015 Citizen of the Month.  He noted that she was not in attendance but that she would be receiving a proclamation and a coin.

LOCAL ELECTED LEADERS ACADEMY AWARD (ADD ON)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor McNeill asked Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan to come forward.  He presented Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan with the Local Elected Leaders Academy Award for completing the highest level of training for an Elected Leader.  Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan spoke briefly and thanked the Board and the citizens of the Town for their support.

APPROVAL OF TOWN’S NEW ORDINANCE BOOK
Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the Town’s New Ordinance Book. Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion to table the adoption of the New Ordinance Book.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

DILAPIDATED HOUSING DEMOLITION
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Andy Connor, Code Administrator to come forward to update the Board on dilapidated housing in the Town of Red springs.  Mr. Connor reported that he had a house at 111 Henley Street that needed to be demolished.   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to follow the Code of Ordinance and the Code Administrator’s recommendation to demolish the home at 111 Henley Street.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  The Board discussed demolishing the house and if the owner had been contacted; which Mr. Connor, Code Administrator noted they had.  With no further discussion, all voted in favor of the motion. 

COMMENTS
Mayor John M. McNeill noted that the Board had Green Light Bulbs on their folders.  He reported that the Green Light Campaign was to honor our Veterans and asked each Board Member to replace their Porch Light with the Green Light in honor of our Veterans through Veteran’s Day.  Mayor McNeill also asked all Veterans to please stand so that they could be recognized.  

Mayor McNeill reminded everyone that today was Election Day.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to adjourn.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.





												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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