TOWN OF RED SPRINGS
MINUTES

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2012

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, October 2, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. in the Town Council Room at Town Hall.

Present:
Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Duron Burney, Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, David Shook, Eula C. McNeill and Robert Hollingsworth; Town Manager U. James Bennett, Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough

Mayor John M. McNeill welcomed everyone and asked Pastor Ricky Deese of Praise and Worship Ministries to give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor McNeill asked Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds if anyone had signed up for the Public Input Session.  Town Clerk replied that Rosetta Bullard had signed up.

Ms. Bullard addressed the board that she was in search of a building to operate a soup kitchen and stated that the building that she had been using was no longer available. The volunteer service provides one day per week, free of charge. There would be no distribution of food, must be served inside.  Ms. Bullard stated that no one is exempt and that she gets great pleasure out of helping feed hungry people.  Mayor McNeill told Ms. Bullard that some buildings would be looked into and would get back with her.
Mayor McNeill stated that with the board’s approval, he would like to deviate from the regular agenda.  

Mayor McNeill introduced R.L. Willoughby with PowerServices who talked about the following:

1) Strata Solar – Interconnection Agreement that is being finalized.  Approval was given for Manager Bennett to sign the Agreement with he and R.L. Willoughby being satisfied with the terms.
2) Time Warner vs. Landis decision.  The judge ruled in favor of Landis’ decision.  Time Warner has thirty (30) days to appeal ruling by judge. 

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the consent agenda:

A. Approval of Minutes – September 4, 2012

B. Approval of October 2012 Releases/Refunds Request

Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion`
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Mayor McNeill introduced Jimmy Williamson and Chad Deese, representatives from the Robeson County Communication Services about a problem with emergency calls forwarding to the Sheriff’s Office from the Red Springs Police Department.  Mr. Williamson stated that residents should always in an emergency, dial 911 which goes directly to Robeson County dispatch.  There are 19 lines for the calls to roll over to, therefore; it should not take long for a response.  Chad stated that the average response time is 30 seconds to 30 minutes. Residents are urged to call 911, rather than call the old Police Dept.’s telephone number of 910-843-3454.
Mayor McNeill asked the manager what would be done if someone became trapped in the Town’s elevator. The Manager replied that the elevator problem has been solved.  If someone was to become  trapped or needs medical attention, to be sure and dial 911 from the elevator telephone.
Mayor McNeill stated that the board would move back to the regular agenda.

Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds administered the oath of office to Caroline Sumpter and Deacon Juan Alexander Vicent to serve as members of the Recreation Commission.
Deacon Vicent asked the Board if the recreation program could include soccer in the recreation program.  He stated that the Town has 3 fields that could be used:  Peterson Elementary, Red Springs High and Tom Cope Park.  Deacon Vicent stated that soccer is the only sport that the Hispanics play and would like to see this sport  become a part of the Red Springs Recreation Program and stated that a great deal of youth are going to Pembroke to play soccer.  The Board gave Deacon Vicent its blessings to establish a soccer program in the Red Springs Recreation Program.
Mayor McNeill recognized Tim Heath and Ramona Jones and thanked them and stated that he is very excited that the Recreation Commission is being revived.

 Mayor McNeill recognized Commissioner Murray McKeithan for serving 25 years in baseball in Red Springs.
Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to approve Resolution #12-09, approving the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  This program is an $85,509 grant from the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program to hire a traffic officer for the Police Department for three years.  The grant pays 85 percent of the cost for the new officer for the first year with the Town paying 15 percent.  In 
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the final two years of the grant, local responsibility for funding will increase to 25 percent and then to 35 percent. The total amount of the grant over the three-year period is $149,634.  It will help pay the officer’s salary and benefits, and furnish that person with a car, uniforms and equipment.

After much discussion, Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to demolish the Old Museum building located at 225 ½ South Main Street, Red Springs that housed Robeson Community College’s Basic Education Program.  Community Robert Hollingsworth seconded the motion.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to table the main motion and asked Manager U. James Bennett to look at other options, for instance talking with a contractor or realtor and to report back to the Board with the information. Commissioners Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook voted in favor of the motion.  Commissioners Duron Burney and Robert Hollingsworth opposed.  Motion carried – 4 in favor and 2 against.
Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to go into closed session for discussion of Economic Development.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Upon returning from closed session, Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to return to regular session.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Cmmissioner David Shook made a motion to appoint Commissioner Murray McKeithan to serve as a voting delegate and Commissioner Duron Burney to serve as the alternate voting delegate  for the North Carolina League of Municipalities Annual Conference to be held in Charlotte, NC  - October 21 – 23, 2012. 
There being no further business to be discussed, with the concurrence of the Mayor, the Commissioners adjourned the meeting.









John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:


Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk
