Board of Commission Meeting 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
7:00 P.M.
The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Shearlie McBryde, Murray McKeithan and Eula C. McNeill; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Pastor Edward Bellis of the First Presbyterian Church of Red Springs to have the Invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC INPUT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.  Mayor McNeill explained the Public Input Session procedures to those in attendance
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Minutes – August 2, 2016 Board Meeting 
B. Approval of Minutes – August 2, 2016 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of Minutes – August 18, 2016 Special Called Meeting
D. Approval of Budget Amendment #2017-09-01
E. Approval of Budget Amendment #2017-09-02
F. Approval of September 2016 Releases/Refunds Request
G. Amendments to Town Ordinance Book

Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the list of items on the Consent Agenda and explained the Consent Agenda to those in attendance.   Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to adopt items A – G on the Consent Agenda.    Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – BILLY CURRIE
Mayor McNeill presented Mr. Billy Currie with the September 2016 Citizen of the Month Award and presented to him a framed proclamation in appreciation for all he does for the Town.

INSPECTION/DEMOLITION UPDATE – ERNEST STEPHENS, CODE ADMINISTRATOR
Mayor McNeill asked Code Administrator Ernest Stephens to come forward and give an update to the Board.  He gave an update on the various projects he was working on.  Code Administrator Ernest Stephens gave the Board an update on the Green Buffer for the Solar Farm.  He reported that he had researched the plans that were approved in the Conditional Use Permit and the plans that were given to the contractor and they did not match therefore he had contacted the company and was waiting for a reply.  Mr. Stephens also gave an update on his revenues to date for permits and inspections.  Mayor McNeill asked about the Grass Clippings Ordinance and Mr. Stephens handed out a list to the Board of those that had been sent letters for violations.  Commissioner Burney asked for the list from last month.  Mayor McNeill noted that over the past few years the Town had brought down 25 to 30 dilapidated homes.  

FARMER’S MARKET COMFORT STATIONS (BATHROOMS)
Mayor McNeill asked that we postpone the Farmer’s Market Comfort Stations.  Town Manager James Bennett asked that we add Voter Parking in its place.  Town Manager Bennett presented an ordinance pertaining to the parking for citizens during voting times.  He reviewed the ordinance with the Board and reported that this would be an amendment to the Town Ordinance Book along with the two ordinances on the Consent Agenda.  He also reported that all three would require a public hearing at the next Board meeting.    Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to table all three Ordinances until October and hold a Public Hearing at the October Board Meeting.   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

CEMETERY COMMISSION
Mayor John M. McNeill reminded the Board that at the last meeting we asked Town Attorney Neil Yarborough to research State Statutes concerning Cemetery Committees to see if the Town was required to have a Cemetery Committee.  In a memo sent to the Board by Town Attorney Yarborough, he states that states that the Town is not required to have a Cemetery Committee.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the Cemetery Commission.  The Board discussed the current Cemetery Commission.  Mayor McNeill asked Town Manager Bennett to get information on the current Cemetery Commission and bring it back to the Board at the October meeting.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the National Night Out event had been moved the past two years due to rain.  After some discussion with citizens and Board members, he was wondering if moving the event to September when it was cooler like the Town of St. Pauls had done.  Commissioner Duron Burney who is over the Community Watch Committee that plans the event reported that he had spoken with committee members and they did not want to move the event since the event is a National event which the committee feels needs to be held and the same night as the National event.

DEMOLITION OF MOBILE HOME BUSINESS ON CROSS STREET
Town Manager James Bennett reported that the owner of the Mobile Home Business on Cross Street across from the Community Building had request help from the Town to demolition the business.  He noted that he had told the owner that he did not think this was something the Town could help with but he would take it to the Board.  He also reminded the Board that this type of demolition project was not in the budget.  Mayor McNeill noted that the Town could not go on to private property as the Town has no legal rights.  After some discussion, the Board backed Town Manager Bennett’s decision to deny the business owner’s request for the Town’s help.

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES
Mayor John M. McNeill there was nothing on this item at this time. 

COMMENTS
Mayor McNeill and Town Manager Bennett thanked Ms. Trula McKeithan for donating the picture that now hangs over the Town Clerk’s desk in the Board Chambers.

Mayor Pro tem Caroline Sumpter thanked everyone for coming.

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill thanked everyone for coming.

Commissioner Duron Burney asked that staff members that have Town cell phones answer calls on the weekend when called.  The Board discussed calls the staff on the weekend.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill suggested calling the workers that are on call on weekends.  Mayor McNeill suggested that the Board should first call the Town Manger.  

Town Manager Bennett reminded the Board about the Annual Conference in October and let them know that their registration packets were in their folders.  He reported that there will be an Open House tomorrow, Wednesday, September 7, 2016 at 10:00 am for the Restoration House.  Town Manager Bennett announced that the Robeson County Special Olympics was hosting a Banquet to raise money on October 28, 2016 and asked Board Members to let him know if they wished to attend.  He also reviewed the new population numbers from the state with the Board.

Mayor McNeill reported that Red Springs will be a site for early voting this year and it will begin three weeks prior to the November 8 Election Date.

Town Manager Bennett announced to the Board that the Annual Lumber River Council of Government Dinner will be on Thursday, October 20, 2016 and asked that if the Board would like to attend to please let him know.

CLOSED SESSION
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Shearlie McBryde made a motion to approve and ratify the action of the Fire Chief in submitting the 2015 and the 2016 Verified Roster of Eligible Fireman in the Red Springs Fire Department to the Fireman’s Pension Fund. Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Murray McKeithan asked Mayor McNeill about appointments to the Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board.  Mayor McNeill asked who was currently serving on the Board.  Commissioner McKeithan stated that he and Commissioner Eula C. McNeill served on the Board.  Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to reappoint Commissioner Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Eula C. McNeill to the Firefighters Relief Fund.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.   All voted in favor of the motion.  

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Shearlie McBryde seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.



												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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