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The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough and Town Clerk Letitia Currie 

Absent:	Commissioners Duron Burney and Robert Hollingsworth 


Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Pastor John Prine of Trinity United Methodist Church to have the invocation.  The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill welcomed everyone and reminded the citizens that the Board welcomed their input.  He reminded everyone about the Public Input Session during each monthly Board meeting and reviewed the procedures for the Public Input Session. Mayor McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – July 7, 2015 Board Meeting 
B. Approval of Minutes – July 7, 2015 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of Budget Amendment #2016-08-01
D. Approval of August 2015 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the list of items on the consent agenda and asked the will of the Board.  Commissioner David Shook asked to have item C removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items A, B and D.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Commissioner David Shook noted that the account code for Budget Amendment #2016-08-01 was incorrect.  He asked Finance Director, Ms. Kathy Pittman if the account should be account 31-812-7100 rather than 31-812-7200.  Ms. Pittman noted that Commissioner Shook was correct that the account coder was incorrect on the Budget Amendment.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve Budget Amendment #2016-08-01 with the correction to the account code (change account code form 7200 to 7100).  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – WILSON RAY
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Wilson Ray to come forward.  He noted it was an honor to present Mr. Ray with the August 2015 Citizen of the Month and presented to him a framed proclamation and a Red Springs Coin in appreciation for all he does for the Town.

USDA RBEG FARMER’S MARKET – LARRY SAMPSON
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Larry Sampson with the USDA to come forward.  Mr. Sampson reported that the Town had received a USDA Rural Business Development Grant (formerly RBEG – Rural Business Enterprise Grant) in the amount of $99,000 to build a Farmer’s Market.  He reviewed the Letter of Conditions with the Board and explained the grant agreement.  Mr. Sampson noted that he had been asked earlier by one of the Commissioners about changing the location of the Farmer’s Market.  He noted that the Town could change the location of the Farmer’s Market but it would have to have approval form the USDA first and the location would have to go through the environmental study just as the current location listed in the grant had.  Town Manager James Bennett reported that the Town had also applied for additional funding from another source for the Farmer’s Market and wanted to know if that would make any difference in the grant from the USDA.   Mr. Sampson noted that it would not make any difference, however, if the additional funding changed the scope of the project, for instance a larger building or inclosing the building that the Town would need to notify the USDA.  With no further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion to accept the conditions of receiving the USDA Rural Business Development Grant in the amount of $99,000 and authorize any appropriate executions of documents.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
     

CDBG SEWER LINE PROJECT UPDATE & SEWER PLANT UPGRADE – MIKE APKE, MCGILL ASSOCIATES
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Mike Apke of McGill Associates to come forward to give the Board an update on the CDBG Sewer Line Project and the Sewer Plant/Filtration Plant Upgrade.  Mr. Apke reported that the Town had received funding from CDBG in the amount of a little over $2 million to upgrade the sewer lines in the Mill Village.  He noted that the Town is waiting on the contract from CDBG which will need to be approved by the Town Attorney and the Board.  Mr. Apke also reported that there are certain milestone dates the Town will have to meet; the first being a training which was held on July 22nd in Raleigh.  Mr. Apke reported that Town Manager Bennett, Mr. Tim Mauldin, Public Services Director, Mr. Apke and one of Mr. Apke’s staff members attend the meeting.  He also noted that the Town will need to hire an engineer and a grant administrator for the project.  Commissioner Shook stated that he wanted to applaud McGill and Town Staff for their work on this grant; receiving this grant is a big deal for the Town.  Mayor McNeill thanked Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan, Town Staff and everyone that helped with the grant, especially those that went door-to-door to help with the surveys for Low-to-Moderate Income levels for the grant.  Town Manager Bennett asked Mr. Apke to give the Board an update two other areas; the PARTF Grant and the Upgrade to the Water Filtration Plant.  Mr. Apke reported that the PARTF grant was submitted in January and typically the Town would have heard about the grant by now.  However, McGill received notification last week that announcements for the PARTF grant will not be until late August or early September as the State Budget has not been set and PARTF does not know how much money they will have yet.  On the Water Filtration Plant, Mr. Apke reported that McGill and the Town had been talking with USDA about funds for the project, however at this time USDA is out of grant funds as it is the end of the year for them.  He reported that October is the beginning of the USDA funding cycle and he hopes that the Town will have a better chance for grant funding for the project at that time.  Mr. Apke reported that he and the Town will be working on the application over the next few weeks to submit to the USDA for funding for the Water Filtration Plant Upgrade Project in hopes to submit the grant in time to maximize grant funds.





FIBER OPTIC INSTALLATION – JEFF JACKSON, LUMBEE RIVER EMC
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Mr. Jeff Jackson with Lumbee River EMC to come forward to give the Board an update on the installation of Fiber Optics around Red Springs.  Mr. Jackson, Director of Information Technology presented information to the Board on the installation of Fiber Optics and High-speed Broadband.  He reported that the network was capable of handling multiple providers but only had one provider, BlueWave, signed up to provide High-Speed Broad Band at this time.  He reviewed the benefits of High-Speed Broadband with the Board such as Economic Development, Public Safety, and Education; and gave them information on how to sign contact BlueWave for more information.  The Board asked questions about plans for future expansion in the Town of Red Springs.  Mr. Jackson reported that the projected is designed to cover all of Red Springs but will be rolled out as requested.  Mayor McNeill thanked Mr. Jackson for coming and giving the Board an update and thanked Lumbee River EMC for working on this project.  

RECYCLING CENTER – JAMES BENNETT, TOWN MANAGER
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Town Manager James Bennett to give the Board an update on the Recycling Center.  Town Manager Bennett reported that Mr. Tim Mauldin, Public Services Director had put signs at the Recycling Center in both English and Spanish and had assigned a staff member to keep a check on the Recycling Center to make sure the area is clean and to notify Waste Management when the bins are full and need to be picked up.  He also reported that with the Board’s permission, they would like to close the gates and only open the Recycling Center from 7 am to 7 pm instead of leaving the center open 24/7 to help monitor the center better.  Town Manager Bennett noted he feels this will help with misuse of the center.  Commissioner Shook asked about just opening a “Foot Path”.  The Board decided to try locking the gates first and reevaluate the center at the time.       

PARKING ORDINANCE – ANDY CONNOR, CODE ADMINISTRATOR
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Mr. Andy Connor, Code Administrator to come forward to give the Board and update on the Parking Ordinance for Main Street.  Mr. Connor reviewed the revised Parking Ordinance on Main Street and gave a color Map illustrating the proposed parking times along Main Street.  The Board discussed the old Parking Ordinances and the why it was necessary to make changes to the old ordinance.  Mayor McNeill noted that the old Ordinance has conflicting information and the new Parking Ordinance will straighten that out.  Town Attorney Neil Yarborough reported he had reviewed the new Parking Ordinance and appreciated the changes from the old Parking Ordinance.  Mr. Connor noted that there was one mistake in the new Parking Ordinance and that was in the second paragraph where it states” N. Main Street”, it should say “S. Main Street”.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Main Street Parking Ordinance with the change to “S. Main Street”.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  Commissioner Edward Henderson asked that Town Hall discuss the new Ordinance with the Downtown Merchants.  With no further discussion, all voted in favor of the motion.  
      
TRASH ORDINANCE – TIM MAUDLIN
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that we were going to table the Trash Ordinance at this time.  However, since the last meeting, Mr. Tim Mauldin, Public Services Director and his staff had been picking up electronics as discussed.  Mayor McNeill asked that while we are reviewing the new Ordinance Books we review the Ordinance dealing with Trash and Picking up Electronics and scratch it from the list of ordinances.  Commissioner David Shook asked about the tipping fees for electronics.  Mr. Mauldin reported he was looking into that and would report back to the Board.   



COMMENTS
Town Manager James Bennett reported that the Solar Farm will begin building soon.  Town Manager Bennett reported that PowerServices would like to hold a workshop for the Board about the Rate Study.  He noted he had sent an e-mail to the Board and had heard back from a few of the Board members.  He had set the date of Thursday, August 20, 2015 at 6:00 pm for the Workshop here at Town Hall.  Town Manager Bennett reminded the Board about reviewing the Ordinance Book and asked that they have their books with their comments back to him by August 10th.  Mayor McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into Closed Session, but first wanted to know if the Board had any comments.  He also reported that Town Attorney Neil Yarborough’s office would be reviewing the Ordinance book and would get back to us with a list of changes as well.  

Commissioner David Shook wanted to say once again what a big deal it was for the Town to receive the $2 million grant from CDBG to upgrade the sewer lines in the Mill Village.  He applauded the staff, McGill and everyone who worked on the grant.  

CLOSED SESSION
Hearing no more comments, Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege to discuss the case pertaining to Southern Environmental Law.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

								



												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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