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)  RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2016
7:00 P.M.
The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Shearlie McBryde, Murray McKeithan and Eula C. McNeill; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Commissioner Murray McKeithan to have the Invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.  

PUBLIC HEARING – FENCE ORDINANCE
Mayor John M. McNeill reminded the Board that at the last meeting the Board discovered that the Town did not have a Fence Ordinance.  Mayor McNeill called the Public Hearing for the Fence Ordinance to order and asked if there was anyone there to speak for or against the ordinance.  Hearing no comments, Mayor McNeill closed the Public Hearing.  

APPROVAL OF FENCE ORDINANCE
Mayor John M. McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the adoption of the Fence Ordinance.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adopt the Fence Ordinance and amend the Town’s Ordinances.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter seconded the motion.  Commissioner Edward Henderson asked about height requirements and set back requirements for fences.  Code Administrator Ernest Stephens explained that Height requirements and set back requirements were already included in the current ordinance; the addition to the ordinance pertains to the appearance and upkeep of fences and walls.  With no further discussion, all voted in favor of the motion.  Mayor McNeill asked Town Manager Bennett and Code Administrator Ernest Stephens to get the Board a copy of the newly adopted amended ordinance pertaining to walls and fences.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Minutes – July 5, 2016 Board Meeting 
B. Approval of Minutes – July 5, 2016 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of Budget Amendment #2017-08-01
D. Approval of Budget Amendment #2017-08-02
E. Approval of August 2016 Releases/Refunds Request
F. ElectriCities Service Agreement

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that a seventh item, another Budget Amendment, needed to be added to the Consent Agenda, Budget Amendment #2017-08-03.  He explained that the Budget Amendment was for money budgeted in the 2015-2016 budget for remodeling and updating the Police Department, however the contractor did not bill for the services until recently which fell in the 2016-2017 budget thus the money needs to be transferred.  Mayor McNeill asked that the Board first consider the original six items (A – F) on the Consent Agenda and asked the will of the Board.   Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to adopt items the consent agenda items A – F.    Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the approval of the additional seventh item, Budget Amendment #2017-08-03.   Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to adopt Budget Amendment #2107-08-03.    Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
NUISANCES:  GRASS CLIPPINGS – TOWN ATTORNEY NEIL YARBOROUGH
Mayor McNeill asked Town Attorney Neil Yarborough to address the Grass Clippings issue in the Town.  Town Attorney Yarborough the Town is complaint driven when it comes to nuisance ordinances and violations of those ordinances, meaning the town receives complaints from citizens.  He noted that when the violations become a pattern or a regular occurrence, then it is up to the Town to take action and enforce the Ordinance.  Town Manager James Bennett asked how the Town gaged excessiveness when it comes to violating an ordinance.  Town Attorney Yarborough reported that would be up to the Town’s Code Administrator to access and enforce.  Mayor McNeill asked that a letter be sent to those that are a slight degree over the violation.  

FARMER’S MARKET COMFORT STATIONS (BATHROOMS)
Town Manager James Bennett reported that the plans the engineer submitted to the USDA for approval for the Farmer’s Market did not include the Comfort Station/Bathrooms in the first phase due to cost and the USDA would not approve the plans without the comfort stations being included in the first phase of the project therefore it would need to be added prior to approval by the USDA for grant purposes.  He also noted that although the USDA would be funding the first phase of the Farmers Market through the RBEG Grant and the USDA is requiring the addition of the the Comfort Stations/Bathrooms, the Town  would need to be fund  the cost of the Comfort Station which will be approximately $14,000.  Mayor McNeill asked where the money would come from.  He asked Town Manager Bennett to find how the Town could appropriate $14,000 in the 2016-2017 Budget for the Farmer’s Market Comfort Station and bring the information to the Board at the September Board Meeting.

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that he did not have anything on the Farmer’s Market Committee at this time, however he had looked into the Cemetery Committee and felt the Town no longer needed the committee.  He noted that years ago the Cemetery Committee was created because of a State Statute but that he had reviewed that statute and since the money from the purchase of Cemetery plots goes directly to the General Fund and not into a special fund for the up keep of the cemetery, the Town does not have a Perpetual Care Cemetery and therefore does not need a Cemetery Committee.  Mayor McNeill asked Town Attorney Yarborough to check into this State Statute and if the Mayor is correct, he will bring the information back to the September meeting and question the need for the committee.

COMMENTS
Commissioner Murray McKeithan thanked Code Administrator Ernest Stephens for his work on Dilapidated Housing in the Town. 

Commissioner Edward Henderson thanked Code Administrator Ernest Stephens for his work with Dilapidated Housing.  He spoke about the Solar Farm and the need for the green barrier that was approved by the Planning Board and the Board of Commissioners.  Commissioner Henderson also spoke about property on Fourth Avenue at M&W Electric where cars are sold that needs either a fence or green barrier.  He felt like he remembered a zoning requirement being placed on the property and asked it be checked into.  Commissioner Henderson also asked that Town Clerk Letitia Currie send reminders to the Board about various events in the community.

Commissioner Duron Burney also noted that he would like Town Clerk Letitia Currie to send out reminders of various events in the community.  He asked about using the Town’s RoboCall system to call residents about various functions and events in the community.  Town Manager Bennett reminded the Board that a policy and been developed to only use the RoboCall system for Town Emergencies or weather issues.  Mayor McNeill asked that Town Manager Bennett get the RoboCall policy and have it for the Board at the September Board Meeting.  Commissioner Burney commended Code Administrator Ernest Stephens for his work.

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill echoed the other commissioners and thanked Code Administrator Ernest Stephens for his work.

Mayor Pro tem Caroline Sumpter thanked everyone for coming and thanked the staff for their hard work and for working in the heat.  She also thanked everyone for their support while she represented Robeson County at the Democratic National Convention.

Mayor McNeill congratulated Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter on her second trip as a delegate to the Democratic National Convention and thanked Commissioner Henderson for helping make this possible.  He also thanked Code Administrator Ernest Stephens for his work.

Town Manager Bennett reported that the Board had letters and surveys in their Board folders for the Annual Audit and asked that each one fill the survey out and return it to him.  He also reminded the Board about the upcoming ElectriCities Conference in Concord August 11-13, 2016 and noted the itineraries were in their folders.

CLOSED SESSION
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege  and (a) (4) To discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body, including agreement on a tentative list of economic development incentives that may be offered by the public body in negotiations, or to discuss matters relating to military installation closure or realignment.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.



												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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