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The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, July 5, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Duron Burney, Shearlie McBryde,  Murray McKeithan and Eula C. McNeill; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough

Absent:	Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter and Commissioner Edward Henderson 

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Commissioner Eula C. McNeill to have the Invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.  Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the procedures for the Public Input Session. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Minutes – June 7, 2016 Board Meeting 
B. Approval of Minutes – June 7, 2016 Closed Session Meeting
C. Budget Amendment #2017-07-01
D. Approval of June 2016 Releases/Refunds Request
E. Budget Amendment #2017-07-02

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that a fifth item had been added to the Consent Agenda, Budget Amendment #2017-07-02 and the Board had already received copies of the Budget Amendment via e-mail.  He noted that he would like to remove items B and E from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning items A, C and D of the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to adopt items A, C and D of the consent agenda.    Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Mayor McNeill asked that there be a change to the June 7, 2016 Closed Session Meeting Minutes  to read that Mayor McNeill asked Town Attorney Yarborough if the Company would comply with State and Federal laws and policies.  Also, Mayor asked Town Manager Bennett if the money in Budget Amendment #2017-07-01 and #2017-07-02 had been budgeted.  Town Manager Bennett reported it had been budgeted but was budgeted in the wrong line items and needed to be corrected therefore the need for the two budget amendments.  With no further discussion on items B and E,   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adopt items B and E of the consent agenda with the changes to item B as noted.    Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – LINDA MCKEITHAN
Mayor McNeill presented Mrs. Linda with the July 2016 Citizen of the Month Award and presented to her a framed proclamation in appreciation for all she does for the Town, as well as a Town of Red Springs coin.

8 & 9 YEAR OLD DIXIE YOUTH ALL STARS COMPETING IN STATE TOURNAMENT
Mayor McNeill presented the 8 and 9 Year Old Dixie Youth All-Stars competing in the State Championship in Stanly, NC beginning Saturday, July 9, 2016.  Mayor McNeill wished thanked the coaches for all they do and wished the team good luck on behalf of the Board, the Staff and the Citizens of Red Springs and told them to bring home the trophy.


FARMER’S MARKET – LARRY ANDERSON, ANDERSON ENGINEERING
Mayor McNeill called on Mr. Larry Anderson of Anderson Engineering to give the Board an update on the Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Anderson thanked the Board for letting Anderson Engineering be a part of this project.  He explained the project to the Board and spoke about the specifics of the 30 foot wide by 20 foot tall open building. Mr. Anderson reported that the plans were with the USDA for approval and that it would take 30 days for bids and 90 days for construction.  

USDA COMMUNITY FACILITIES LOAN – LARRY SAMPSON, USDA LUMBERTON AREA OFFICE
Mayor John M. McNeill recognized Mr. Rossie Bullock, Area Director for the USDA Lumberton Office.  Mr. Bullock spoke to the Board about loans for 3 projects for the town and reported that each loan will be for around $350,000, will require a separate application and will require a PER (Preliminary Engineering Report):   Project 1 will be for the Smart Meters for the Water Department and can be a part of the Water Environmental Program ($350,000 for 20 years at 2.25% fixed rate; $22,000/year); Project 2 will be for the Smart Meters for the Electric Department and may be a part of the Community Facilities Program but will need a letter from the Rural Utilities Division that they are not interested in providing the loan ($350,000 for 20 years at 2.75% fixed rate; 23,000/year); and the third project is the roof for the Dayco Building, which will also be under the Community Facilities Program ($350,000 for 40 years at 2.75% fixed rate; $15,000/year).  Town Manager Bennett asked about a loan for the Town’s Electric Conversion Project and Mr. Bullock reported that the Electric Conversion Project would need to be funded through the Rural Utilities Division due to the high cost of the project and that the project, but that he would be happy to set up a conference call with Mr. Bartholomew with the Town.  Mayor McNeill also spoke about the need for money to pay for installing load switches once the Smart Meters are installed.  Commissioner McKeithan asked about further funding for the Farmer’s Market for Phase II of the project.  Mr. Bullock reported that there is a possibility that the Town could receive further funding for Phase II of the Farmer’s Market through the RBEG Grant Program.

FENCE ORDINANCE – ERNEST STEPHENS, CODE ADMINISTRATOR
Mr. Ernest Stephens, Code Administrator presented to the Board an amendment to the Town’s Ordinance Book for fences.  He noted that this would only be an item added to the current ordinance and would need a public hearing if the Board decided that they would like to adopt the ordinance.  Town Manager Bennett noted that the Fence ordinance had been shared with Town Attorney Yarborough, the Lumber River Council of Governments and Mr. Wilson ray, Chairman of the Planning Board.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to call for a Public Hearing at the August Board Meeting on adopting the Fence Ordinance.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

SAFETY AWARDS
Town Manager James Bennett reported that five departments of the Town had received Safety Awards.  He recognized each Department and thanked the Department Head.  Mayor McNeill thanked the Department Heads and the staff.

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES
Mayor John M. McNeill there was nothing on item six of the agenda at this time. 








CLOSED SESSION
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege,  (a) (4) To discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body, including agreement on a tentative list of economic development incentives that may be offered by the public body in negotiations, or to discuss matters relating to military installation closure or realignment and (a)(7) To plan, conduct, or hear reports concerning investigations of alleged criminal misconduct.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Commissioner Shearlie McBryde seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

COMMENTS
Before going into Closed Session, Mayor McNeill asked the Board if there were any comments.  

Commissioner Murray McKeithan spoke about the recent dog attacks and stressed the importance of educating children on how to approach dogs.  Mayor McNeill asked Chief Ronnie Patterson and Town Manager James Bennett to look at the Town’s Ordinance on Vicious Dogs.  

Commissioner Duron Burney  stated that he would like to see the Town of Red Springs do something for the Fourth of July next year.

Town Manager Bennett reminded the Board about the upcoming ElectriCities Conference in Concord August 11-13, 2016 and asked that they let him know by Friday if they plan on attending the conference.  

With no further comment, the Board went into Closed Session.

Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.




												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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