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  RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Caroline Sumpter; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Shearlie McBryde,  Murray McKeithan and Eula C. McNeill; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie and Town Attorneys Neil Yarborough and Tim Smith 

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting, welcomed everyone.  He thanked everyone for coming out to the Board meeting.  Mayor McNeill also welcomed Boy Scout Troop # 416 to the Board meeting and thanked the Leaders of the Troop for the leadership and dedication.  Mayor McNeill asked Mayor Pro tem Caroline Sumpter to have the Invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC HEARING – FY2016-2017 BUDGET
Mayor John M. McNeill opened the Public Hearing for the 2016-2017 Proposed Budget.  With no one to speak for or against the 2016-2017 Proposed Budget, Mayor McNeill declared the Public Hearing closed.  Mayor McNeill reminded everyone that the budget was on the Town’s website if anyone wished to review it.

Mayor McNeill skipped item 4) Approval of the FY 2016-2016 Budget on the agenda and moved to item 5) Public Input.  He noted that the Board would come back to item #4.

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.  Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the procedures for the Public Input Session. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
APPROVAL OF the FY2016-2017 BUDGET
Mayor John M. McNeill returned to item 40 Approval of the FY2016-2017 Budget.  He noted that there were two or three amendments to the budget that had previously been sent to the Board and add to the website.  He asked the will of the Board concerning the FY 2016-2017 Budget.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter made a motion to adopt the FY2016-2017 Budget with the amendments to be effective July 1, 2016.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.   All voted in favor of the motion.  

CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Minutes – May 3, 2016 Board Meeting 
B. Approval of Minutes – May 3, 2016 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of June 2016 Releases/Refunds Request
D. Budget Amendments 2016-06-01 and 2016-06-02

Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the items on the Consent Agenda and reported that there was an item that needed to be added to the Consent Agenda which was two Budget Amendments 2016-06-01 and 2016-06-02.  He noted that the Budget Amendments had already been sent out to the Board for their review.  Mayor McNeill asked that there be a change to the May 3, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes on page 2 under Animal Control on line 5.  He asked that the phrase “certification to capture rabid foxes”  be changed to “certification to kill rabid foxes”.  Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to adopt the consent agenda with the addition of the Budget Amendments 2016-06-01 and 2016-06-02 and the requested change to the May 3, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes.    Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – ANDY WEAVER
Mayor McNeill presented Mr. Andy Weaver with the June 2016 Citizen of the Month Award and presented to him a framed proclamation in appreciation for all he does for the Town, as well as a Town of Red Springs coin.

NEW EMPLOYEES
Mayor McNeill asked Town Manager James Bennett to introduce the Town’s new employees.  Ms. Kathy Pittman, Finance Director introduced Kari McColl as a new employee in the Finance Department and Chief Ronnie Patterson introduced Jamal Graham and Darryl Berry as two new officers in the Police Department.

PRESENTATION OF IPMA CERTIFICATION TO ANNETTE BRYANT
Town Manager James Bennett presented Ms. Annette Bryant, Human Resources Officer with her IPMA certification.      

SMART METERING PROJECT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor John M. McNeill gave an update on the Smart Metering Project.  He spoke about the contracts from ElectriCities to host the project and for Project Management.  Mayor McNeill asked Mr. PJ Rehm from ElectriCities to come forward to answer any questions the Board may have and to explain the project.    Mr. Rehm spoke about the project and the contracts.  Town Attorney Neil Yarbrough noted that he had reviewed the contracts and they were in good form.  Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve the ElectriCities Hosting Contract and the ElectriCities Project Management Contract for the Smart Metering Project.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Scott Wielar of Nextgrid to come forward to discuss Nextgrid’s portion of the Smart Metering Project.  Mr. Wielar came forward and spoke about the values of Smart Meters.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Nextgrid Contract for the Smart Metering Project.  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

APPROVAL OF AUDITOR’S CONTRACT
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the contract for Town’s Audit is up for renewal and is now before the Board.  He ASKED THE WILL OF THE Board concerning the contract.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve the audit contract with Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES
Mayor John M. McNeill reported a member of the Recreation Commission needed to be replaced and he was nominating Robert Rouse to replace the member.   Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve the recommendation of Robert Rouse to the Recreation Commission.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.   

Mayor McNeill reported that he had received some complaints from citizens concerning the flags on Memorial Day, therefore he would like to appoint Commissioner Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Edward Henderson to create and chair a committee for Memorial Day and Veterans Day since both served in the military.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the appointment of a Memorial Day and Veterans Day Committee chaired by Commissioner Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Edward Henderson.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Mayor’s recommendation for Commissioner Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Edward Henderson to create and chair a committee for Memorial Day and Veterans Day.  Commissioner Shearlie McBryde seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Mayor McNeill reported that he was still working on the Farmer’s Market Committee appointments and the Cemetery Committee Appointments and would have nominee recommendations at the next budget meeting.

COMMENTS
Commissioner Murray McKeithan thanked everyone for coming.

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill stated she was glad to be back.

Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter reminded everyone that school was releasing for the summer and Graduation was Friday.  She also reminded everyone that the Red Springs Arts Council Street Festival would be held on June 18, 2016.

CLOSED SESSION
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege and (a) (6)   To consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee..  Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Sumpter made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Shearlie McBryde made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.




												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:

					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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