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The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 3, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Letitia Currie and Town Attorney Neil Yarborough 

Absent:	Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth

Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting, welcomed everyone, and thanked them for coming.  Mayor McNeill asked Pastor Hederick Jones to lead the invocation.  In Honor of Memorial Day, after the invocation, Mayor McNeill asked Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Edward Henderson, who are veterans, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – May 6, 2014 Board Meeting and 
Budget Workshop Meetings May 8, 13 & 15, 2014
B. Approval of Minutes – May 27, 2014 Board Meeting/Budget Public Hearing
C. Approval of Budget Amendment #2014-06-01
D. Approval of Budget Amendment #2014-06-02
E. Approval of Budget Amendment #2014-06-03
F. Approval of Budget Amendment #2014-06-04
G. Approval of June 2014 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor John M. McNeill reviewed the items on the consent agenda and asked the will of the Board concerning the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Mayor McNeill reported that Carina Tolentino was the “June 2014 Student of the Month” for Red Springs High School, however she was not present to accept the proclamation.

UPDATE ON NUISANCE CONTROL
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Adrian Lowery, Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer to come forward to give an update on Nuisance Control.  Mr. Lowery handed out copies of the Zoning Permit Log and the Violation Log to the Board. Mr. Lowery reviewed the logs with the Board.  He also presented a slide show of before and after pictures of properties listed on the Violation Log that the owner had received notification of an ordinance violation and had cleaned up the property.  


RECOGNITION OF A DEDICATED MEMBER OF THE RED SPRINGS ARTS COUNCIL
Mayor McNeill reported that Mrs. Margie Labadie was not able to make the meeting this evening and if it is okay with the Board he would like to postpone to the next Board Meeting.

Town Manager Bennett noted that he would like to recognize two Town employees.  Town Manager Bennett recognized Brian Cummings and Cameron Clark for receiving their Level 1 Lineman Certification through the Lineman Career Development Program.  
  
SURPLUS ITEMS
Mayor McNeill asked Town Manager Bennett to review the list of items for Surplus with the Board.  Town Manager Bennett reported that there were three items that need to be added to the Surplus list.  The first was the 1994 Fire Truck, VIN # 4ENTAAA84R1003253.  Town Manager Bennett noted that the proceeds from the sale of the fire truck will go towards the purchase of a new Fire Truck.  The second item is two Icom Mobile Radios (One with mic – Serial # 5219497 and one without mic – Serial # 5215791) from the Police Department.  Town Manager Bennett noted that Chief Patterson would like to donate the radios to another Police Department that needs them.  The third and final item is the 1999 Garbage Truck, VIN # 1GDT7H4C5XJ507522.  Mayor McNeill asked Fire Chief Tim Beasley to give the Board an update on the sale of the old Fire Truck and the purchase of the new Fire Truck.  Chief Beasley reported that he had spoken with OSFM and they are aware that we will be selling the old Fire Truck prior to receiving the new truck.  He reported that the State is ok with us selling the truck and operating with 2 trucks while the truck is being built. The State asked however, that we have a Mutual Aid Agreement with another Fire Department to cover if needed.   As we already have Mutual Aid Agreements in place with various local Fire Departments, we will be fine to operate with the two trucks until the new comes in.  Commissioner David Shook asked that we get the agreement from the State in writing.  Chief Beasley will follow up on that.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion surplus the items listed, pending written notification from the State concerning operating with two trucks until the new truck comes in and with a minimum bid requirement of $8,000 for the Garbage Truck.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

PROPERTY FOR BID
Mayor John M. McNeill reported we would be removing the Property for Bid from the Agenda this evening and asked Town Manager Bennett to explain.  Town Manager Bennett explained that the party interesting in purchasing the land needed a little more time to prepare to bid for the land and they would bring the Property for Bid back to the Board at a later date.

Town Manager Bennett noted that he needed to add an item to the Agenda.  He reported that we had just received the bid information for the new Bucket Truck for the Electric Department.  Town Manager Bennett reported that there were two bids for the new Bucket Truck for the Electric Department; another bid came in after the 12:00 pm deadline on June 2, 2014 therefore it was not eligible.  The bid selected was the Altec bid which was for a 2015 Dodge Ram 5500 at a price of $100,751.00.  This truck will be ordered on Wednesday, June 4, 2014, if okay with the board.  Derrick Edge, Electric Director, reported that it would take nine months to build the new truck once it was ordered.  The Board asked Mr. Edge and Town Manager Bennett to see if we could sell the old Bucket Truck to the manufacturer to help with the cost of the truck.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to accept the Altec Bid for $100,571 for the new Bucket Truck for the Electric Department.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

   
TOWN ATTORNEY CONTRACT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Town Manager James Bennett review the contact for Town Attorney Neil Yarborough.  Town Manager Bennett reported that he had reviewed the contract and felt that everything was in order.  He is recommending we renew Town Attorney Neil Yarborough’s contract.    Commissioner David Shook made a motion accept the contract was written.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.    

ZONING/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER JOB DESCRIPTION
 (Items 9 and 10 were switched on the agenda)
Mayor John M. McNeill called on Town Manager Bennett to review the proposed job description for the Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer.  Town Manager Bennett handed out copies of the proposed job description and discussed the continued need for a Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer for the Town.  The Board discussed the position and the current contract with LRCOG for the services.  Because of the timing of the contract, the board felt it was important to address the issue so that we can move forward with filling the position and having someone in place by July 1 once the current contract ends.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adopt the Zoning & Planning Director/Officer Job Description as written and presented to create the new position and to be included in the Towns Job Descriptions and to start advertising to fill the position.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

GOLF CART ORDINANCE
Mayor John M. McNeill called on Town Manager Bennett to review the proposed Golf Cart Ordinance.  Town Manager Bennett handed out copies of the ordinance and reviewed the proposed ordinance with the Board.  The Board discussed the proposed ordinance.  After much discussion, the Board felt they needed more information.  Town Attorney Neil Yarborough noted he would like time to review the proposed ordinance and to work with Town Manager Bennett and Chief Patterson to update the proposed ordinance.   Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to table the Golf Cart Ordinance until we get more answers.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

APPROVAL OF 2014/2015 BUDGET
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board had the 2014/2015 Budget Ordinance before them.  He noted that one of the changes from the May 27, 2014 Public Hearing had been made but were not made in the correct line items therefore that would need to be corrected.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to adopt the 2014/2015 Budget Ordinance with the following amendments: 1) to lower to Auto Tax Revenue, line item 10-301-999 by $26,500, 2) reduce the Street Department Debt Serv: Principal, Line Item Number 10-560-7100 and Debt Serv: Interest, Line Item 10-560-7200 by $26, 500 combined, and 3) to add the Zoning & Planning Director/Officer to the Employee list.    Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

Mayor McNeill declared the 2014/2015 Budget adopted and thanked the Town Manager and Department Heads for all their hard work.






BASKETBALL COURT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Town Manager Bennett to give the Board an update on the Proposed Basketball Court.  Town Manager Bennett reported that the Town was able to work a local contractor to get the cost of the Basketball Court lowered by $6,000 to a total cost of $20,200. He reminded the Board that the next step would be to make a final decision on where to put the Basketball Court.  The Basketball Court Committee had met and reviewed various locations around Town and had presented the proposed location of Westgate to the Board.  The Board discussed various issues they felt still existed for the proposed location.    Since there was still some unanswered questions, the Board felt it might be best to table the Basketball Court at this time.  Mayor McNeill suggested appointing Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan, Commissioner Edward Henderson and Commissioner Duron Burney to work with Town Manager James Bennett and Public Works Director Tim Mauldin to get the information about the proposed location and the drainage issues at the location.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to table the decision on the Basketball Court and to appoint Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan, Commissioner Edward Henderson, and Commissioner Duron Burney to work with Town Manager Bennett and Public Works Director Tim Maudlin to address the issues with the Westgate location and bring the information back to the Board.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

COMMENTS
Mayor John M. McNeill reminded the Board about the next Board Meeting on July 1, 2014 and asked if anyone had any comments.

Town Manager James Bennett reviewed information in the Board’s Packet concerning appointments for Robeson County to the Transportation Advisory Committee.  He noted that if the Board had any recommendations for the positions to let him know.  Town Manager Bennett also reminded the Board about Town Hall Day, tomorrow, Wednesday, June 4, 2014.  He reviewed the list of those attending and reminded the Board that if anyone else wanted to attend they could still register at the door.  He also noted that he had spoken with our State Legislators and they would be joining the group for dinner in Raleigh after Town Hall Day. Town Manager Bennett reported that we would not be using Fund Balance this year to “True-Up” the Budget.  He thanked Ms. Kathy Pittman, the Finance Director, and all the Department Heads for helping keep the Town on Budget this year.  Town Manager Bennett reminded the Board about the Vonte Leach Foundation Event at Mariani’s in Pembroke on June 27, 2014 at 7:30 pm.   He also thanked everyone for their help with this year’s Annual Street Festival on Saturday.  He noted that there were about 1,200 people in attendance.

Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan reported that he was getting complaints about the neighborhood parks, especially the park on Brown Street.    He asked if we could look into hiring an attendant to work at the parks to help control issues with trash, parking and people being in the park after dark.  The Board discussed ways they could improve the problems at the parks and asked Mayor Pro Tem McKeithan, Chief Patterson and Town Manager Bennett to look into the issues at the park and how they can be handled and bring the information back to the Board. 







Commissioner Edward Henderson thanked Town manager Bennett for putting the 32nd Annual Arts Festival together and noted that it was the biggest one in years; it was very orderly and was a good day for the Town.  Commissioner Henderson noted that he would like to have information pertaining to all the Agenda Items in the Board’s Packet each month rather than getting the information when they get to the meeting on some items.  This would help the Board be prepared and not have to table the items to review.  He thanked everyone for their hard work on the Budget.  Commissioner Henderson asked about fines for littering and wanted to know if we could get back to fining those who litter so that we can keep our streets clean.  He also asked if we could get the gutters cleaned out noting that would help the drainage problem as well.  Commissioner Henderson asked about the Animal Control Officer.  Mayor McNeill noted that the Board would have statistics from the Animal Control Officer at the next meeting.  

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill also thanked everyone for their hard work on the Annual Street Festival.

Commissioner David Shook noted that he would like to see the Budget Process streamlined.  He would like the Board to get together and work on ideas to make the process better.  

Mayor McNeill recognized Ms. Caroline Sumpter and her achievements.  He reported that he, Town Manager Bennett and Electric Director Derrick Edge attended the Smart Meter Meeting in Kings Mountain and got lots of good information about the new meters.  Mayor McNeill noted it had been a good week for the Red Springs Police Department and thanked the Chief and his staff for their work on the recent drug bust.  Mayor McNeill also reminded the Board about Town Hall Day and its importance.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.





												
									John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:
					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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