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The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Edward Henderson, Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough and Town Clerk Letitia Currie 

Absent:	Commissioner Duron Burney 


Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan to have the invocation.  The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie reported that Ms. Caroline Sumpter had signed up for the Public Input Session.

Mayor McNeill asked Ms. Caroline Sumpter to come forward.  Ms. Sumpter spoke to the Board about the Red Springs Chamber of Commerce and invited the Board to the Chamber Board meetings .  Ms. Sumpter also spoke to the Board about the Scholastic Day Challenge presented by Peterkin Law Firm, PLLC and NC Foundation for Public School Children, Inc. and gave the board information about the event.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – May 5, 2015 Board Meeting
B. Approval of Minutes – May 5, 2015 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of Minutes – May 12, 2015 Budget Workshop
D. Approval of Minutes – May 21, 2015 Called Board Meeting for Public Hearing for Budget
E. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-06-01
F. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-06-02
G. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-06-03
H. Approval of June 2015 Releases/Refunds Request
I. Approval of Thompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co, P.A. Contract
J. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-06-04
K. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-06-05
L. Approval of Surplus Item:  FMA Bus

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there were a few items to add to the Consent Agenda.  The first two were the Approval of Budget Amendments BA #2015 -06-04 and BA #2015 06-05 and the third was the Approval of Surplus Item:  FMA Bus.  Mayor McNeill explained that the Town came into possession of the bus via the lien for the utilities bill.  Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the additions.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH – SISTER MARINA
Mayor McNeill presented Sister Marina with a Red Springs Coin in appreciation for all she does for the Town and thanked her for being a part of our community.  

NCEMPA GENERATION ASSET SALE – DAVID BARNES, ELECTRICITIES
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. David Barnes, Chief Legal and Ethics officer of ElectriCities to come forward to give a presentation to the Board on the North Carolina Eastern Municipal Power Agency’s (NCEMPA) Generation Asset Sale.  Mr. Barnes presented to the Board information concerning the sale of NCEMPA’s Generation Assets to Duke Energy Progress (DEP)and laid out the next steps of the in the process.  He also explained that the Board would need to adopt a resolution to 1) approve the sale of the NCEMPA generating assets to DEP and 2) to approve the execution of three contracts between NCEMPA and the Town of Red Springs: a) the Power Sales Agreements Termination Agreement, b) the Full Requirements Power Sales Agreement and c) the Debt Service Support Contract.  Mr. Barnes explained that by selling the generation assets and purchasing wholesale power from DEP will allow us to lower rates and become more cost competitive.  He noted that towns were looking at passing on the savings to their customers in three different ways: 1) passing the savings directly on to the customer immediately, 2) completing a rate study passing on the savings to the customer with a new rate after the study is complete or 3) passing on some of the savings immediately and completing a rate study to finalize the new rates.  After the completion of the presentation, Mr. Barnes asked if there were any questions form the Board.  Town Attorney Neil Yarborough reported to the Board that he had reviewed all of the documents provided to the Town and that everything was in order.  He noted that this was a good deal for the Town this deal will help give our citizens immediate relief.  Town Attorney Yarborough noted that he had reviewed the Town’s charter and that the Town had to give five days notice of intent via the local media to the public in order to take on major contracts such as this, therefore, we will need to recess this Board Meeting until Thursday, June 11, 2015 in order for the Board to take action on adopting the ordinance as described by Mr. Barnes.  Town Attorney Yarborough also noted that we have already advertised for this meeting in the Robesonian.  Town Attorney Yarborough reported that no action needed to be taken tonight except recessing the meeting until Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 6:00 pm.  The Board discussed the matter and felt it was important to let the public know of their intent.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion that the Board intended to adopt the ordinance to complete Towns portion of the NCEMPA Generating Asset Sale on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 6:00 pm subject to public input.   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill asked if she could make a special presentation.  She noted that it was a privilege and an honor to present Mayor John M. McNeill with a Resolution thanking him for all of his hard work on helping to get our electric bills lowered and his work on the NCEMPA Board.  She thanked the other municipalities that worked with the Mayor and NCEMPA as well.  Mayor McNeill recognized Commissioner Edward Henderson and Commissioner David Shook for serving as alternates on the Board and for their help as well.  

APPROVAL OF 2015-2016 BUDGET
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if there was any discussion on the 2015-2016 Budget.  Hearing none he asked the will of the Board concerning the Budget.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to adopt the 2015-2016 Budget Ordinance as written.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.   All voted in favor of the motion.  

  

PLANNING BOARD ZONING REQUEST
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the next item of business was the Planning Board’s Request from last month concerning home occupations and signage.  The Board reviewed a memo sent from Town Attorney Neil Yarborough to the Board concerning Home Occupation Signs.  Mayor McNeill asked Town Attorney Yarborough to present his findings to the Board.  Town Attorney Yarborough reviewed the memo and made the following suggestions: 1) reduce the size of signage to 2 sqft in size ( 1 ft X 2 ft) affixed to the entrance of the home occupation, 2) have ALL home occupations follow the new signage size and give 2 years for those who are already in business to comply with the new ordinance.  The Board discussed the matter.  Mayor McNeill suggested that Town Attorney Yarborough work with Mr. Andy Connor, Code Administrator and the Planning Board to draw up a new ordinance for Home Occupations and get the new ordinance to Town Manager Bennett, Mr. Connor and the Planning Board and have for the Board at the next meeting.  Town Attorney Yarborough suggested that the Board adopt the changes to this ordinance first then move forward with developing a new ordinance.   Mr. Connor noted that he had spoken with 22 other communities and only 1 out of those 22 communities has the home occupation as a conditional use; all of the other communities have it as a permitted use/ordinance as Town Attorney Yarborough has suggested.  Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Connor to work with Town Attorney Yarborough on putting together an ordinance.     

TRAVEL POLICY
Mayor John M. McNeill reminded the Board the Per Diem Rates had been discussed during the Budget Workshops.  He asked Town Manager Bennett to give an update on the information he had regarding Per Diem Rates.  Town Manager Bennett reported that he had worked with the Deputy Finance Director, Kasey Doulas and Human Resource Officer, Annette Bryant to gather information on Per Diem Rates for other communities and for the State.  He presented the amended travel policy with the new Per Diem Rates to the Board noting that the new rates would be as follows:
			In-State		Out-of-State
	Breakfast	$9.00		$13.00
	Lunch		$13.00		$16.00
	Dinner		$29.00		$35.00
			$51.00		$64.00

Mayor McNeill asked the will of the Board.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adopt the amended travel policy ordinance.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.   Commissioner David Shook asked about section F Travel Expense reports and having 1 person keep up with everyone’s travel expenses when traveling in a group.  Town Attorney Yarborough suggested changing “The” in the first sentence to “Each” and taking out the last sentence in Section F.  It was also suggested to include parking as a reimbursable expense under Section C Other Expenses upon adequate receipts.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill amended her original motion to adopt the amended travel policy ordinance with the suggested changes.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.   All voted in favor of the motion.  

FUN DAY HOSTED BY WCCG 104.5 FM
Mayor John M. McNeill asked Town Manager Bennett to give the Board a report on Fun Day.  Town Manager Bennett reported that FM 104.5 had contacted Mr. Donell Ferguson, Parks and Recreation Coordinator about hosting a Fun Day at Chavis Locklear Park on July 11 from 12 pm to 3 pm.  This will be at no cost to the Town and the Recreation Department can sell refreshments.  Town Manager Bennett reported that he had already spoken with the Police Department as well. Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve the Fun Day for July 11, 2015 at Chavis Locklear Park and allow the Town Manager to set any rules and regulations for this event.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.   All voted in favor of the motion.  

APPOINMENT TO FIREFIGHTERS RELIEF FUND
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to make appointments to the Firefighters Relief Fund.  He noted that currently Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Eula C. McNeill serve on the Board and have done a great job serving on the Board.  Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to reappoint Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Eula C. McNeill to the Firefighters Relief Fund.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.   All voted in favor of the motion.  

COMMENTS
Mayor McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into Closed Session, but first wanted to know if the Board had any comments.  

Commissioner David Shook noted that the NCEMPA Asset Sale was a good deal for the Town and the citizens.

Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth echoed Commissioners Shook’s comments on the NCEMPA Asset Sale and noted he was happy to be a part of the Board when the sale took place.

Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan thanked the Board for the mower for the Parks and Recreation Department and reported that they had already put it to good use.  He also reminded the Board about the Ball games and invited them to come out and see our youth play ball.

Town Manager Bennett reviewed items in the Board’s Folder and upcoming events.

CLOSED SESSION
Hearing no more comments, Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege to discuss the case pertaining to Southern Environmental Law and (a) (6)   To consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to go into Closed Session for the purpose for Attorney client privilege and personnel.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner David Shook made a motion to recess the meeting until Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 6:00 pm.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
						


RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RECESSED MEETING
FROM
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2015
HELD ON THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015
6:00 P.M.


Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Duron Burney, Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough and Town Clerk Letitia Currie 


Absent:	Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Edward Henderson, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough and Town Clerk Letitia Currie

Mayor John M. McNeill reconvened the regular meeting of June 2, 2015 which had been recessed until today’s date, June 11, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.  A quorum was present, Commissioners Duron Burney, Robert Hollingsworth, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook being present and Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan and Commissioner Edward Henderson being absent.  

GENERATION ASSET SALE
The first item of business was consideration of:

AN   ORDINANCE   OF   THE   TOWN   BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWN OF RED SPRINGS, NORTH CAROLINA, DETERMINING THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE TOWN OF RED SPRINGS TO APPROVE THE ASSET PURCHASE AGREEMENT AND THE FULL REQUIREMENTS POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN NORTH CAROLINA EASTERN MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY AND DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, INC., TO CONSENT TO THE TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED THEREBY, AND TO APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF THE  DEBT  SERVICE SUPPORT CONTRACT, THE FULL  REQUIREMENTS  POWER  SALES  AGREEMENT AND THE POWER SALES AGREEMENTS  TERMINATION  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN THE  TOWN   OF  RED   SPRINGS  AND  NORTH   CAROLINA   EASTERN   MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY
The Board having copies of the documents before them and David Barnes, General Counsel for ElectriCities, having previously briefed the Board regarding the details of the transaction, Town Attorney, Neil Yarborough, once again briefly reviewed the nature of the transaction and offered to answer any questions the Board may still have regarding the transaction.  There being no questions, Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adopt the following:
AN   ORDINANCE   OF   THE   TOWN   BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWN OF RED SPRINGS, NORTH CAROLINA, DETERMINING THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE TOWN OF RED SPRINGS TO APPROVE THE ASSET PURCHASE AGREEMENT AND THE FULL REQUIREMENTS POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN NORTH CAROLINA EASTERN MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY AND DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, INC., TO CONSENT TO THE TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED THEREBY, AND TO APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF THE  DEBT  SERVICE SUPPORT CONTRACT, THE FULL  REQUIREMENTS  POWER  SALES  AGREEMENT AND THE POWER SALES AGREEMENTS  TERMINATION  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN THE  TOWN   OF  RED   SPRINGS  AND  NORTH   CAROLINA   EASTERN   MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY
The Motion was seconded by Commissioner David Shook and the Motion passed unanimously. There being no further action to take regarding this matter, additional items on the agenda were then considered.  
APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT #2015-06-06
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the next item on the agenda was Budget Amendment #2015-06-06.  He explained the Budget Amendment and asked the will of the Board concerning the Budget Amendment.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve Budget Amendment #2015-06-06.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

APPROVAL OF TOWN MANAGER’S CONTRACT
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the next item on the agenda was the Approval of the Town Manager’s Contract.  He asked the will of the Board concerning the contract.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the Town Manager’s new contract.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  Commissioner David Shook asked all the terms in the contract were going to be held.  Mayor McNeill and Town Attorney Yarborough answered yes that all of the terms in the contract would be held accountable.  With no further discussion, Mayor McNeill called for the vote.  The motion passed with 3 votes in the affirmative by Commissioner Duron Burney, Commissioner Eula C. McNeill and Commissioner David Shook; and 1 vote nay by Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth.  

APPROVAL OF TOWN ATTORNEY’S CONTRACT
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the next item on the approval of the Town Attorney’s Contract.  He asked the will of the Board.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the Town Attorney’s Contract.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

APPROVAL OF MINUTE EXCERPTS
Town Attorney Neil Yarborough reminded the Board that excerpts from minutes from this evening’s minutes needed to be read and approved before adjourning the meeting, thus:
Prior to the adjournment of the meeting, the attached minute excerpt was read to the full Board and was approved unanimously upon motion by Commissioner David Shook, seconded by Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth.
With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:
					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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