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) RED SPRINGS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2015
7:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, April 7, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Council at Town Hall.

Present:	Mayor John M. McNeill; Mayor Pro Temp Murray McKeithan; Commissioners Duron Burney, Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill and David Shook; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Attorney Neil Yarborough and Town Clerk Letitia Currie 

Absent:	Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth 


Mayor John M. McNeill opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He asked Commissioner Duron Burney to have the invocation.  The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC INPUT
Mayor John M. McNeill asked if anyone was signed up for the Public Input Session and Town Clerk Letitia Currie stated that there was no one signed up for the Public Input Session.

Mayor McNeill congratulated Chief Ronnie Patterson and his department for arresting a suspect in the recent string of storage building break-ins.  He also reported to the Board that the Police Department had hired some new staff members and asked Chief Patterson to come forward to introduce them.  Chief Patterson introduced the following new Police Department Employees:  Ms. Tammy Lowry who comes to Red Springs from Parkton; Mr. Vernon Strickland coming to us from Pembroke; Ms. Chelsea Bullard who comes to us from the Greys Creek area; Mr. Ferriss Locklear coming to us from Prospect; and Detective LaSevenn Richardson who could not be with us this evening because he is working on the storage building case.  Mayor McNeill and the Board thanked Chief Patterson and his staff for all they do for the Town.


CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes – March 27, 2015 and March 28, 2015 Board Retreat
B. Approval of Minutes – March 28, 2015 Closed Session Meeting
C. Approval of Minutes – March 31, 2015 Budget Workshop
D. Approval of Budget Amendment #2015-04-01
E. Approval of April 2015 Releases/Refunds Request

Mayor John M. McNeill asked the will of the Board concerning the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, all items, as written.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

HIGHLANDER ACADEMY – STEVE HAGEN
Mayor McNeill introduced Mr. Steve Hagen the new Headmaster of the Highlander Academy on the campus of Flora Macdonald.  Mr. Hagen came forward and spoke to the Board about his roots in Red Springs and his love for Red Springs.  He talked about bringing back the traditional values and instilling those in the students at the Highlander Academy.  Mr. Hagen also spoke about a new program where the Highlander Academy would partner with Robeson Community College to offer Junior and Seniors the opportunity to enroll in dual college and high school credit courses.  He noted that this program would be offered to Red Springs High School students as well.  Mr. Hagen noted he was proud to be back in Red Springs to work.  

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE
Mayor McNeill asked Mr. Andy Connor, Code Administrator, to come forward and give an update on the National Flood Insurance.  Mr. Connor reported that back in October the Town had a visit with a representative with the National Flood Insurance Program and an audit of our flood records was conducted at that time.  Mr. Connor reported that the county had the records since the county was handling those types of things for the Town.  He reported that all files were found to in good order and no violations were found.  He noted that Red Springs had participated in the program since May of 1987.  Mr. Connor reported that the Town would need to amend the Town’s current ordinance but he is waiting on information from the State, but no action is needed at this time. 

REFUND TO KIM RICHARDSON FOR LAND PURCHASED ON HACKETT STREET
Mayor John M. McNeill reported he was going to let Town Manager Bennett speak the land on Hackett Street.  Town Manager Bennett explained that when we contacted Town Attorney Neil Yarborough concerning the deed to the property, we found out that the Town did not actually own the property.  The person had already paid for the land and various options were given to the individual, however, the individual has decided to accept a refund for the full amount paid for the land which is $1,210.00.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve refund of $1,210.00 to Kim Richards for the property on Hackett Street.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.   All voted in favor of the motion.  
  

ROBESON COUNTY MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION DINNER 
Mayor John M. McNeill reported that Red Springs will host the next Robes County Municipal Association Dinner on Monday, April 13, 2015 at 7:00 pm at Flora Macdonald in the Dining Room.  He asked that all Board members make every effort to attend.

COMMENTS
Mayor McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into Closed Session, but first wanted to know if the Board had any comments.  

CLOSED SESSION
Hearing no comments, Mayor John M. McNeill reported that the Board needed to go into closed session according to North Carolina General Statutes § 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney client privilege to discuss the case pertaining to Southern Environmental Law and (a) (6)   To consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan made a motion to go into Closed Session.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to go back into Open Session.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Mayor John M. McNeill reported that there was no action coming from the Closed Session therefore they would continue on with the Open Session.

Mayor McNeill reminded the Board of the Committee of 100 Dinner on Wednesday, April 8, 2015 in Lumberton at the Holiday Inn.


With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.







												
								John M. McNeill, Mayor
ATTEST:
					
Letitia Currie, Town Clerk
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