







Amended
TOWN OF RED SPRINGS
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, JULY 10, 2012

8:00 P.M.

The Red Springs Board of Commissioners met in special session on Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. at Town Hall in the Board.
Present:
Mayor John M. McNeill; Commissioners Robert Hollingsworth, Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, David Shook, Eula C. McNeill and Duron Burney; Town Manager James Bennett, Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds and Attorney Neil Yarborough

Mayor McNeill declared the Public Hearing open to consider a request from Celedonio Capote

Castrejon  and Enoelia Tetelcingo Capote to rezone property containing 3.81 acres of land located on 

N/S #1777 Westside (Lewis St.), (Parcel #170201020) from Professional (P) to General Business (GB).

The purpose of this request is to construct and operate an Auto Service Shop to include oil changes, 

install mufflers, perform inspections, repair brakes and sell and balance tires.  No one spoke for or

against.  Mayor McNeill declared the public hearing closed.

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order and asked Commissioner Eula C. McNeill to open the 
meeting with a prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor McNeill recognized Commissioners Robert Hollingsworth, Murray McKeithan and Edward Henderson as veterans.
Mayor McNeill asked Town Clerk Barbara H. Bounds, if anyone had signed up for the Public Input 

Session.  Town Clerk stated that one person had signed up who was Marcella 
Grantham.  Mrs. Grantham addressed the Board representing the Junior Dilettante Club regarding the

Town Clock, as to where it is to be relocated after being removed from the MLK Park, located on the 

corner of E. 4th Avenue and  South Main Street due to renovation of the Park.  Her concern was that in

August of 2001, the Dilettante Club wanted to do something that would enhance the downtown area.

A proposal to donate a Clock to the Town of Red Springs to be located on Town property at the
corner of South Main Street & East 4th Ave. was presented to the Town Board in the  August, 2001
Board of Commissioners meeting.  The Town Board granted permission for the clock to be placed on
that parcel and to have plans drawn up to create a park on that site.  The Clock was placed on that
that parcel in May of 2005. In 2012, the Town decided to renovate the MLK Park, but did not include

placing the Clock back.  Mrs. Grantham stated that she has a petition of 279 Friends of

the Clock who want the Clock returned to the original site.  Mrs. Grantham asked the Board to look 

favorable upon this request.
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Consent Agenda

Commissioner Murray McKeithan made a motion to approve:

A.  Minutes for the meeting held on June 5, 2012 and Special Meeting on June 26, 2012

B. 2012 Tax Releases
C. Oil Change -  Jimmy’s Discount Tires was awarded the low bid of $24.95 for 5 quarts of oil, plus change of oil filter for oil changes for each Town-owned vehicles – Service agreement to begin July 11, 2012 until July 11, 2013
D. Towing Company – Harold Bell, owner of Bell’s Towing has requested to be placed on the Town’s rotation list for towing vehicles
Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Duron Burney made a motion to remove Item E – Chamber of Commerce’s  New Sign location, from the Consent Agenda  to an agenda item under Business.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve the new location for the Chamber of Commerce’s new Sign to be located on W. Third and N. Main Street (Cotton Yard Parking Lot).   Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Mayor McNeill introduced Colby Johnson who gave a presentation on his Eagle Scout project.  Colby is a rising junior at Lumberton High School and also the grandson of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Johnson who reside in Red Springs.  Colby needed an Eagle Scout project and turned to his grandmother Dare for help.  She took him to see the the Molly Brown Memorial Park located on Brown Street in which Colby said would be perfect for the project.  After getting approval from the Town and his Boy Scout troop, Colby started to work, along with family, friends and town employees.  A great deal of cleaning, repairing, painting, raking leaves, even power washing the basketball court and painting the lines were done.   Colby made the remark that when finished, it looked like a brand new park.  He showed slides of before and after the project was completed.  Colby thanked his family and friends and Town employees for helping him with the project. Mayor McNeill presented Colby with a beautiful plaque expressing the Town’s appreciation for all the hard work.  Mayor McNeill recognized Dr. Charles Johnson, a former Commissioner and Colby’s grandfather.
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Mayor McNeill introduced Caroline Sumpter, a Red Springs resident since birth, who participated in and graduated from a leadership program sponsored by the N.C. Rural Economic Development Institute.
The following are items that address the program:
 The future of rural North Carolina resides in the hands of leaders who can bring about positive change, especially during the most challenging economic times.

· Since 1989, nearly 900 North Carolinians have participated in the center’s annual signature rural economic development leadership training and continuing education. 

· Graduates of the program become part of a larger alumni network of leaders.  They also have 
the opportunity to participate in advanced training and continuing education.  Ms. Sumpter explained how the program works: The Rural Economic Development Institute, or REDI, addresses leadership in two ways.  The first provides participants with techniques that are designed to enhance their skills as community leaders.  The second focuses on increasing participants’ knowledge of economic and community development strategies and equipping them with the tools they need to tackle rural issues.  Ms. Sumpter attended nine days of classes, three days at a time, over three months.  In between classes, participants must complete homework assignments and are given the opportunity to put skills into action back in their communities.   After Ms. Sumpter’s presentation, Mayor McNeill stated that she is also a local member of the NCSTEP Program (North Carolina Small Towns Economic Prosperity Program which is designed to spur economic activity in small towns through strategic resource investments. Mayor McNeill thanked Caroline for her achievement.  Ms. Sumpter thanked the Town officials and STEP team for supporting her.
Mayor McNeill recognized Jay Howell, representative from VFIS Insurance, who wanted to thank the Board for approving the proposal for insurance with VFIS for the Red Springs Fire Department.

Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to follow the recommendation from the Planning Board to not approve the request from Celedonio Capote Castrejon and Enoelia Tetelcingo Capote to rezone 3.81 acres located on N/S #1 West side (Lewis Street) (Parcel # ) from Professional (P) to General Business (GB).  The purpose of this request is to construct and operate an Auto Service Shop to include oil changes, install mufflers, perform inspections, repair brakes and sell and balance tires.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill called for the question.  All voted in favor of the motion. Wilson Ray, Chairman of the Planning Board, stated that 
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the Town would show other locations that would possibly be suitable.  Mayor McNeill asked George Hall, Public Works Director to handle showing Mr. Castrejon and Mr. Capote some other locations that may be suitable.
Commissioner Edward Henderson made a motion to approve the Robeson County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Commissioner David Shook seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Commissioner David Shook made a motion to approve authorization for the Town Manager to sign checks which will be on the signature card at the bank.   Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

Town Manager James Bennett presented two leases of the Sanfatex Building followed by decision issued:   Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to approve two (2) Lease Agreements (collectively) in the Sanfatex building, located on Hwy. 211, between: 1) Town and Kevin Mauldin for rental of space for 3,000 to 6,000 square ft. for storage and agrees to pay a monthly rental fee of $816.66; and  2) Town and Finish Tech for rental of 6,500 square ft. to be used for a machine shop that is expected to employ four to six people -- Finish Tech agrees to pay a monthly rental fee of $375.00.   Commissioner Murray McKeithan seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Town Manager James Bennett presented a personnel policy change regarding health insurance for action that led to the following discussion:   Mayor McNeill stated that the current personnel policy allows employees with 30 years of service and who are 55 to have their health insurance paid for by the town until they reach 65 years and Medicare begins.  Commissioner David Shook made a motion to amend this policy to eliminate this benefit for employees hired starting July 12, 2012.  Commissioner Robert Hollingsworth seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.   This change in health insurance will not affect current employees.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to amend the personnel policy to provide medical insurance to any employee that has a minimum of 30 years of service, is at least 50 years old, and his job has been eliminated.  Commissioner Edward Henderson seconded the motion.  Commissioners Robert Hollingsworth, Murray McKeithan, Edward Henderson, Eula C. McNeill and Duron Burney voted in favor of the motion.  Commissioner David Shook voted against the motion.  Motion carried.  5-1 vote.   Five voted for and 1 against.
Board of Commissioners Meeting

Minutes – July 10, 2012

Page 5

Comments

Commissioner Duron Burney announced that “ National Night Out” is scheduled for Tuesday, August 7th, which is the Board’s August regular meeting date.  Commissioner Eula C. McNeill made a motion to change the August Board meeting to Thursday, August 9, 2012 at 8:00 p.m.  Commissioner Duron Burney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Eula C. McNeill announced that on Wednesday, July 11, 2012 that a national filming crew will be in Red Springs to interview citizens regarding alternatives to fuel oil (coal), as it relates to economic energy cost.  Commissioner McNeill also announced that the Rededication of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial Park will be held on Thursday, July 12, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the MLK Park and at 7:30 p.m., a reception for the new Town Manager will be held in the Community Building. 
Mayor McNeill congratulated Commissioner Murray McKeithan for 25 years of coaching baseball.

Town Manager James Bennett announced that Interim Electric Director, Derrick Edge has been promoted to Electric Director.

There being no further business to be discussed, the Mayor, with concurrence of the Commissioners, adjourned the meeting.








John M. McNeill, Mayor

ATTEST:

Barbara H. Bounds, Town Clerk

